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Lc¢ 1, 57-66 Luke 1:57-66
Tén cia chau la Gioan (Lc 1,63)

Zechariah seems different, doesn’t he? At least
compared to how he appeared when the angel
came to him in the Temple nine months earlier
(Luke 1:5-20). When Gabriel told him that his
wife, Elizabeth, would finally bear a child,
Zechariah was filled with doubt. And because
of his skeptical reaction to the news, God
silenced him.

But now, after his child is born, there is no
doubt at all. Even when his relatives pressure
him to give his son a more traditional name,
Zechariah follows God’s command and names
him John. And immediately, his mouth is
opened, his tongue is loosed, and he is free to
speak again.

It sounds like a happy ending for everyone,
doesn’t it? But still, does it strike you as at
least a little unfair of God to have made
Zechariah—a “righteous” and blameless man
(Luke 1:6)—endure such a punishment?

Maybe we should look at it less as a
punishment and more as an act of mercy.

To be father to the herald of the Messiah—that
would require mature faith! It would also
require someone with wisdom and deep
spiritual insights, someone immersed in the
Scriptures, who longed to see God’s plan of
salvation come to pass. And that’s what
Zechariah became. His inability to speak likely
caused him to step away from his priestly
duties, which gave him more time for prayer
and contemplation. And with no voice, he was
more open to listening to the Holy Spirit. What
a blessing that was!

Giacaria c6 vé khac biét, phai khong? It nhat 1a
s0 v6i dién mao cua 6ng khi thién than dén gip
ong trong Pén Tho chin thang trude dé (Lc
1,5-20). Khi thién sit Gabrien bédo tin vg Ong,
Elisabét, cudi cung s€ sinh mot dua con,
Giacaria ddy nghi ngd. Va vi phan Gng hoai
nghi cta ong trude tin tirc nay, Chua da khién
ong khong néi dugc.

Nhung gio day, sau khi con 6ng chao doi, ong
khong con chit nghi ngd nao nita. Ngay ca khi
ho hang thuc giuc 6ng dat cho con trai mot cai
tén truyén thong hon, Giacaria van lam theo
Iénh Chua va dat tén cho con 1a Gioan. Ngay
1ap tirc, miéng 6ng ma ra, ludi ong dugce thong
sudt, va 6ng lai néi dugc.

Nghe c6 vé nhu mot két thiic c6 hau cho tat ca
moi nguoi, phai khong? Nhung du sao, ban co
thdy Chua hoi bat cong khi dé Giacaria - mot
nguoi “cong chinh” va vo téi (Lc 1,6) - phai
chiu dung mot hinh phat nhu vay khong?

Co¢ 1€ chung ta nén xem d6 nhu mot hanh dong
thuong x6t hon 1a moét hinh phat.

Pé tré thanh cha cia ngudi rao giang Péang
Mésia - diéu d6 doi hoi mot dic tin trudng
thanh! N6 ciing doi hoi mot nguoi co6 su khon
ngoan va hiéu biét tdm linh siu sic, mot nguoi
ddm chim trong Kinh Thanh, mot nguoi khao
khat nhin thay ké hoach ciru r6i cia Chtia durgc
mg nghiém. Va d6 chinh 1a diéu ma Giacaria
da tro thanh. Viéc khong thé noi duogc co 18 da
khién 6ng tir bo nhiém vu tu té ctia minh, diéu
nay cho ong nhiéu thoi gian hon cho viéc cau
nguyén va chiém nghiém. Va khi khong co
tiéng noi, 6ng da coi mo hon dé ling nghe
Chtia Thanh Than. D6 qua 1a mot phude lanh!
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We are often so busy talking—about ourselves,
our desires, our needs, or our opinions—that
we don’t always pay attention to God and to
the people around us. And that can lead us to
overlook their own God-given wisdom and
unique perspectives. It can also keep us from
hearing the Spirit speaking to us through them!

How are you doing at listening—to the Spirit
or to other people? Especially this week, are
there ways God is calling you to slow down
and ponder his word and his promises? You
don’t need a major event like Zechariah’s to
silence you. You can choose to do it on your
own. And as you’ll see in tomorrow’s Gospel,
the blessings that will flow can be
unimaginable!

“Jesus, give me a listening heart!”

Chung ta thudng qua ban ron nédi vé ban than,
vé nhitng mong mudn, nhu cau hoic y kién caa
minh - dén ndi khong phai lac ndo ciing chu y
dén Chtia va nhirng ngudi xung quanh. Va diéu
d6 co thé khién chiing ta bo qua sy khon ngoan
va nhiing quan diém doc ddo ma Chua ban cho
ho. N6 ciing c¢6 thé ngin can chung ta ling
nghe Chua Thanh Than phan véi chung ta qua
ho!

Ban dang ling nghe nhu thé nao - voi Thanh
Linh hay voi nguoi khac? Pac biét 1a trong
tudn nay, c6 cach nao Chua dang kéu goi ban
cham lai va suy gim vé 16i Ngudi va nhimg 10i
htta cia Ngudi khong? Ban khong can mot su
kién 16n nhu cua Giacaria dé 1am ban im lang.
Ban c6 thé ty minh lam diéu d6. Va nhu ban s&
thdy trong Tin ming ngdy mai, nhitng phudc
lanh tudn tran c6 thé that khong thé tudng
tugng ndi!

Lay Chutia Giésu, xin ban cho con mot trai tim
bict lang nghe!

) Nguon: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6o Vi Btac Thanh, SDD.
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