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Mt 1, 18-24 Matthew 1:18-24

Ong 13 mét ngudi cong chinh, nén khéng mudn 1am nhuc Maria (Mt 1,19)

What an interesting thing to say about Joseph:
he was “righteous” yet “unwilling to expose”
Mary “to shame” (Matthew 1:19). It seemed as
if there were two different impulses in Joseph
as he struggled to decide how to respond to
Mary’s pregnancy.

Today’s Gospel tells us that Joseph was a
righteous man and a devout observer of the
Mosaic law. He was just in his intention to
break his union with Mary—she seemed to
have violated their betrothal, after all. But still,
he didn’t want Mary to become an object of
ridicule and shame. So he was merciful in his
desire to find a quiet solution that avoided
public scandal.

Justice and mercy: these two noble instincts
revealed the depth of Joseph’s holiness. And
yet God had something better in mind. He
wanted to bring Joseph even further along the
path of righteousness.

When the angel appeared to him in a dream, he
reassured Joseph that he didn’t need to divorce
Mary. The child she carried was part of God’s
plan to redeem the world. He was Emmanuel,
God-with-us, who would fulfill both justice
and mercy in himself. Joseph accepted the
angel’s words. He came to see that God’s plans
were bigger and better than his own, righteous
though they were. So Joseph let the Lord
redirect his ideas and strategies.

This is a lesson for us. God is always calling us
into a deeper relationship with him. He might

That tha vi khi n6i vé Giuse: ngai “cong chinh”
nhung lai “kh6éng muén 1am nhuc” Maria (Mt
1,19). Duong nhu c6 hai dong luc khac nhau
trong Giuse khi ngai d4u tranh dé quyét dinh
cach ung xur voi viéc Maria mang thai.

Tin Mung hom nay cho ching ta biét ring
Giuse la mgt nguoi cong chinh va 1a mot nguoi
sung dao tuan gitr luat Mds€. Nguoi cong
chinh khi c6 y dinh pha v& hon nhan véi Maria
- suy cho cung, duong nhu Maria da vi pham
161 htra hon cua ho. Nhung du sao, ngai cling
khong mubn Maria tré thanh d6i tuong cia su
ché gifu va x4u hd. Vi vdy, ngai da nhan tur
trong mong mudn tim ra mot giai phap kin dao,
tranh gay tai tiéng trudc cong chung.

Cong ly va long thuong x6t: hai ban nang cao
quy nay di boc 16 chiéu sau thanh thién cua
Giuse. Tuy nhién, Thién Chua da c6 moét ¥
dinh tot dep hon. Nguoi muén dua Giuse tién
xa hon nfra trén con duong cong chinh.

Khi thién than hién ra véi ngai trong gidc mo,
thién than di trdn an Giuse rang ngai khong
can phai ly di Maria. P{ra con ma ba mang thai
12 mot phan trong ké hoach ctru chudc thé gian
cia Thién Chua. Nguoi 1a Emmanuel, Thién
Chtia ¢ cing ching ta, Pang s& thuc hién ca
cong 1y 1an long thuong xo6t noi chinh minh.
Giuse da chdp nhan 10i thién than. Ngai nhan
ra rang ké hoach cta Thién Chua 16n lao va tét
dep hon ké hoach ctia minh, du chung rat cong
chinh. Vi véy, Giuse di dé Chua dinh hudng
lai nhitng y twong va chién lugc ciia minh.

bay 1a mot bai hoc cho chung ta. Thién Chta
luon kéu goi ching ta budc vao moi quan hé
sau sac hon véi Ngudi. Nguoi co theé yéu cau
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ask us to set aside our plans or take a step in a
direction we don’t understand. But he leads the
way for us. Joseph’s yes to the Lord not only
protected Mary and Jesus, but it also
transformed his own life. Even though Joseph
didn’t understand, he was willing to obey. It
made all the difference for Joseph, and it can
do the same for you!

“Lord, help me to trust in the goodness of your
plan so that I can grow closer to you!”

chung ta gac lai nhitng ké hoach ctia minh hoic
budec di theo mot huéng ma ching ta khong
hiéu. Nhung Ngudi ddn duong cho chung ta.
Loi thua "xin vang" cia Giuse voi Chua khong
chi bao vé Puc Maria va Chuaa Giésu, ma con
bién ddi cude doi ngai. DU Giuse khong hiéu,
ngai van sin long vang 1oi. Diéu d6 di tao nén
su khac biét cho Giuse, va né cling cé thé lam
diéu tuong tu cho ban!

Lay Chua, xin gitip con tin tuéng vao su té_t
lanh trong ké hoach cta Chua dé con c6 thé
dén gan Chuaa hon!

. Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaolé Vi Buc Thanh, SDD.
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