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Lec 1, 5-25 ) Lulfe 1:5-25
Lam sao to6i biet dwge dieu nay? (Lc 1,18)

Today’s Gospel recounts a two-thousand-year-
old story that still resonates with us today: a
story about doubt. The angel Gabriel brings
Zechariah incredibly good news. After years of
waiting and praying, his wife, Elizabeth, is
finally expecting a child! But instead of giving
God praise and singing his glory, as we do in
today’s responsorial psalm, Zechariah’s first
inclination is to doubt the angel. You would
think he would respond with joy and relief, but
instead he asks, “How shall I know this?”
(Luke 1:18).

For years upon years, God’s chosen people had
waited in anticipation for the one who would
free them, the Messiah and Son of David, who
would be their king. When Jesus finally came,
many people responded like Zechariah, with
doubt and cynicism. They probably thought,
“This guy? A carpenter? From Nazareth? How
can this be?”

Does this sound familiar to you? Perhaps like
Zechariah and Elizabeth, you also have been
waiting a long time for something, and you
worry that it will never come. Perhaps you’re
waiting for a loved one to return to the Lord,
for forgiveness from a friend, or the fulfillment
of your vocation. “Why not now?” or “Why
not me?” can be a constant refrain in your
dialogue with the Lord. Perhaps you’ve given
up hope that your situation will ever change,
and you doubt that God will ever fulfill the
desires of your heart.

Tin mimg hom nay ké lai mot cau chuyén da
hai ngan nim tudi nhung van con vang vong
trong tam tri chung ta ngay nay: mot cau
chuyén vé su nghi ngd. Thién than Gabriel
mang dén cho Giacaria mot tin mimg vo cliing
t6t lanh. Sau nhiéu nam cho doi va cau nguyén,
vo 6ng, ba Elizabeth, cudi cing ciing dang
mang thai! Nhung thay vi nggi khen Thién
Chuta va ca ngoi vinh quang cuia Nguoi, nhu
chung ta lam trong bai dap ca hom nay, phan
tmg dau tién cua Giacaria 1a nghi ngd thién
than. Ban nghi rang ong s& dap lai bang niém
vui va su nhe nhom, nhung thay vao do, ong
lai hoi: "Lam sao t6i biét duoc diéu nay?" (Lc
1,18).

Trong nhiéu nam, dan duoc Chia tuyén chon
da cho doi trong sy mong doi Pang s& giai
thoat ho, Déng Messia va Con vua Davit,
ngudi s& 13 vua cua ho. Khi Chua Giésu cudi
cung dén, nhidu nguoi di phan tmg giéng nhu
Giacaria, vdi su nghi ngo va hoai nghi. Ho c6
1€ da nghi: "Nguoi nay u? Mot ngudi thg moc?
Tir Nazareth u? Lam sao diéu nay co thé xay ra
duoc?"

Ban c6 thiy diéu nay quen thudc khong? C6 18
gidng nhu Giacaria va Elisabét, ban ciing da
cho doi diéu gi do6 tir rat lau, va ban lo ling
rang diéu d6 s& khong bao gio dén. C6 1& ban
dang chd doi mot ngudi than yéu tré vé véi
Chuta, cho dogi sy tha thtr tr mgt ngudi ban,
hoac chd dgi on goi cua minh dugc hoan
thanh. "Sao khong phai bay gio?" hoac "Sao
khong phai 1a con?" ¢6 thé 1a cau hoi thuong
truc trong cudc dbi thoai cua ban v6i Chaa. Co
1& ban di tir bo hy vong rang hoan canh cia
minh s& thay d6i, va ban nghi ngd rang Chiia
s& khong bao gio dép ng nhitng mong mudn
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This is a very human reaction, but God wants
to help you respond with patience and hopeful
anticipation instead. He wants to help you trust
in him as you wait to see what he will do. So
take hope in Gabriel’s words to Zechariah: “Do
not be afraid . . . because your prayer has been
heard.” (Luke 1:13). You have a God who
hears your prayers! He hears your cries, he
knows your pain, and he is working out
something good in your life, even now.

The saying goes, “If you want to grow in
patience, God will give you an opportunity to
practice it.” So today, try to practice waiting
with hope and anticipation, not only for what
you want to receive from God, but also waiting
for God himself, who will be born for you in
Bethlehem.

“Jesus, Savior of the world, teach me to wait in
hopeful anticipation.”

trong long ban.

Pay 1a mot phan Gng rat con ngudi, nhung
Chua mudn gitip ban dap lai bang sy kién nhan
va hy vong. Nguoi mudn giup ban tin tudng
vao Nguoi trong khi ban chd doi xem Nguoi s€
lam gi. Vi vay, hady tin tudng vao 101 cua thién
sit Gabrien noi véi Giacaria: "Pung so... vi 101
cau nguyén cua nguoi di duoc nham roi." (Lc
1,13). Ban ¢c6 mét Thién Chta léng nghe 101
cAu nguyén cta ban! Nguoi ling nghe tiéng
kéu céu cua ban, Nguoi hiéu ndi dau cua ban,
va Nguoi dang thuc hién diéu tot dep trong
cudc sdng cua ban, ngay ca bay gio.

Nguoi ta n6i: “Néu ban mudn kién nhan hon,
Chua s& cho ban co hoi dé thuc hanh diéu d6.”
Vay nén, hom nay, hiy c6 ging thuc hanh chd
doi voi hy vong va sy mong doi, khong chi
nhimng gi ban muén nhan dugc tir Chia, ma
con cho doi chinh Chua, Déng s€ sinh ra cho
ban tai Bélem.

Lay Chia Giésu, Dang Ciru D§ thé gian, xin
day con biét cho doi trong hy vong.

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaolé Vi Buac Thanh, SDD.
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