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Tv 72,1-4.7-8. 17

Psalm 72:1-4, 7-8, 17

Niii dem lai canh hoa binh trim ho, di rwéc vé nén cong 1y van dan (Tv 72,3)

Did you know that the responsorial psalm that
we pray at every Mass is chosen because of the
way it reflects the theme of the first reading?
Take today’s psalm. We have just heard the
aged patriarch, Jacob, offer a prayer of blessing
concerning his son, Judah. Then we offer this
prayer for “the king” and “the king’s son”
(Psalm 72:2). Who are these figures? Most
likely they refer to the great King David, who
was descended from Judah, and David’s son,
Solomon.

It’s astounding, isn’t it? This psalm prays that
the leaders of a small and fragile kingdom—
one that lasted just three generations before it
broke in two—would “rule from sea to sea”
(Psalm 72:8). Even more astounding, it prays
that God’s blessings would flow from this
kingdom—which was dwarfed by powerful
empires like Egypt and Babylon—out to “all
the tribes of the earth” (72:17). Isn’t that
asking a bit much?

Not really. Not when we place this psalm
alongside today’s Gospel reading about the
genealogy of Jesus. He is the ultimate son of
David, the only One who can bring true and
lasting “justice” and “profound peace” to the
whole world (Psalm 72:2, 7).

In a season that we often associate with a child
in a manger, today’s readings lift our eyes to
the “bigness” of God’s plan. Jesus came to
become our King. He came to release us from
the tyranny of sin and death. He came to
establish a kingdom centered on the ‘“new

Ban c6 biét rang thanh vinh dap ca ma chung ta
doc trong moéi Thanh 1& dugc chon vi cach nod
phan anh chu dé cua bai doc mot khong? Hay
xem thanh vinh hom nay. Chung ta vira nghe vi
td phu cao tudi, Giacop, dang 10i cdu nguyén
chuc phuc cho con trai minh, Giuda. Sau do,
chung ta dang 151 cau nguyén nay cho “vua” va
“con vua” (Tv 72,2). Nhitng nhan vat nay la
ai? Rat c6 thé ho 4m chi dén vi vua vi dai
Pavit, hau dué cia Giuda, va con trai cua
Davit, Salomon.

That dang kinh ngac phai khong? Thanh vinh
nay cau xin cho cac vi lanh dao ctia mot vuong
qudc nhod bé va mong manh — mot vuong qudc
chi ton tai ba thé hé truée khi bi chia cit lam
d6i — s& “cai tri tir bién no dén bién kia” (Tv
72,8). Tham chi con dang kinh ngac hon, thanh
vinh ndy cau xin cho phudc lanh ciia Thién
Chuia tudn chay tir vwong quéc ndy — von bi
cac dé ché hung manh nhu Ai Cap va Babylon
lan 4t — dén “moi chi tdc trén trai dat” (Tv
72,17). Chang phai doi hoi hoi qua dang sao?

Khong han vdy. Khong han vay khi ching ta
dat thanh vinh nay bén canh bai Tin Mung
hém nay vé gia pha cua Chua Giésu. Ngai 1a
con trai ca ctia vua Pavit, Dang duy nhit c6 thé
mang lai “cong 1y” dich thyc va lau dai cung
“hoa binh sau xa” cho toan thé gidi (Tv 72,2.
7).

Trong mua ma ching ta thuong lién tudng dén
hinh anh mot hai nhi nim trong mang co, cac
bai doc hém nay hudng mat chung ta dén “su
vi dai” trong ké hoach cta Thién Chta. Chua
Giésu dén dé tro thanh Vua ciia chung ta. Ngai
dén dé giai thoat chung ta khoi ach thong tri
ctia ti 161 va sy chét. Ngai dén dé thiét 1ap mot
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commandment” of love (John 13:34). Even
when he was a child in a manger, a
controversial preacher, and a dead man
crucified among criminals, he was still our one
and only King.

In these final days before Christmas, look to
Jesus as your King. Praise him as the humble
and lowly One who offers peace to the world
and to human hearts—not through force but
through his own life and death. He holds the
scepter of authority over all of creation, and
over you! Invite him in; ask him to dispel
darkness and fear and to break the chains of
sin. Let him become the answer to the deepest
desires of your heart.

“Jesus, come and establish your reign in my
heart!”

vuong qubc ldy “diéu rin mé6i” 1a tinh yéu lam
trong tam (Ga 13,34). Ngay ca khi Ngai con la
hai nhi ndm trong méang c6, mot nha thuyét
gi4o gay nhiéu tranh cai, v mot nguoi chét bi
doéng dinh gitta nhitng tén toi pham, Ngai van
12 Vua duy nhét ctia chung ta.

Trong nhitng ngay cubi ciing trudc Giang Sinh,
hdy hudng vé Chua Giésu 1 Vua cta ban. Hay
ngoi khen Ngai 1a Dang khiém nhuong va thip
hén, Pang ban binh an cho thé gian va cho
long ngudi — khong phai bang vii luc ma bang
chinh cudc doi va cai chét ciia Ngai. Ngai nim
giit vong truong quyén ning trén toan thé tao
vat, va trén chinh ban! Hay moi Ngai vao; hay
cau xin Ngai xua tan bong tdi, so hii va pha v
xiéng xich toi 16i. Hay dé Ngai trd thanh cau
tra 10i cho nhiing khat khao siu tham nhat
trong long ban.

Lay Chta Giésu, xin hay dén va thiét lap
vuong quyén cua Chua trong long con!

Mt1,1-17 Matthew 1:1-17

Gia pha Duc Giésu Kito, con vua Davit, con ciia Abraham (Mt 1,1)

A family of liars, adulterers, murderers,
fornicators, connivers, and blasphemers. What
a miserable lot! And yet the most famous
member of this family tree isn’t known for
some gross sin or heinous crime. Quite the
opposite, in fact. He is God become man, Jesus
Christ, our Savior.

Why do you think God chose such a rogues’
gallery of ancestors for his Son? Is this the best
he could come up with? Well, in a sense, yes!
No matter how good any family may look on
paper, they are still fallen, imperfect human
beings.

Mot gia dinh toan nhiing ké dbi tra, ngoai tinh,
giét nguodi, gian dam, dong 16a va pham
thuong. That 1a mot gia dinh khén kho! Vay
ma thanh vién ndi tiéng nhat cua dong ho nay
lai khéng hé mang toi 16i tay dinh hay toi ac
tay dinh nao. Thyuc té, hoan toan nguogc lai.
Ngai 12 Thién Chuia nhap thé 1am nguoi, Chia
Giésu Kit6, Pang Ctru Thé ctia chung ta.

Ban nghf tai sao Chua lai chon mdgt bg suu tap
t6 tién day rdy nhiing ké bat hao nhu vay cho
Con Ngai? Liéu day c6 phai 1a diéu tot nhat ma
Ngai co thé nghi ra khong? Vang, theo mot
nghia nao do, thi ding vay! Cho du mdt gia
dinh c6 vé tot dep dén déu trén gidy to, ho van
13 nhirng con ngudi sa ngd va bat toan.

Hang thé ky lich st Kinh Thanh di cho ching

o= PSP

S S B BB B



e

&
<
%
&

20

050 G50 PR I R G5 I8 G IR
e DR T e Do e T e

=, I8, &8 &8 & I, E E
TR e e e e e Xl

et e L e

Centuries of biblical history have shown us
that God doesn’t usually choose the bravest or
the strongest or even the holiest people to
fulfill his plan. He chooses ordinary, sinful
people. And so Jesus was born into an
imperfect line—but a line that was made holy
by God’s grace. That wasn’t a problem for God
though. He can work with anything. In fact, it
delights him to fill us, cracked and leaky
vessels though we are, with his love.

Do you feel unworthy of being part of God’s
plan? You’re right, you are! We all are. But
however spotty our personal history or family
tree may be, it doesn’t keep the Lord from
offering us a new identity as his sons and
daughters. All who are baptized into Christ are
grafted into a spotless lineage and given the
grace to grow into their new inheritance.

God redeemed a line of misfits and miscreants
with his power. And he used this family as an
important part of his plan. He is ready to do the
same for you. You are more than able to bring
Christ into the world, just as David, Solomon,
Moses, and all the others did.

So come to the Lord and ask him to show you
his plans for you. Does he want you to bring
Christ to someone in your life? Will you let
him renew your zeal for sharing the good
news? Always remember that you are part of a
royal line, and nothing is impossible for God!

“Father, help me to take up my role in your
plan. Unworthy though I am, let me be your
light to the world!”

ta thiy rang Chta thudng khéng chon nhiing
nguoi diing cam nhét, manh m& nhat, hay tham
chi 1 thanh thién nhat dé hoan thanh ké hoach
cua Ngai. Ngai chon nhiing ngudi binh thuong,
toi 16i. Va vi vay, Chua Giésu duoc sinh ra
trong mot dong doi khong hoan hdo - nhung la
mot dong doi dugc nén thanh bdi an sung cua
Chua. Tuy nhién, diéu d6 khong thanh van dé
ddi véi Chlia. Ngai 6 thé 1am vige voi bat cur
didu gi. That vdy, Ngai vui mung khi d6 day
tinh yéu thuong cia Ngai vao ching ta, du
chung ta 1 nhitng chiéc binh nit né va ro ri.

Ban c6 cam thay minh khong xtmg déng 1a mot
phan trong ké hoach ctia Chtia khong? Pung
vy, ban xung dang! TAt ca chung ta déu nhu
vay. Nhung du lich str c4 nhan hay gia pha cua
chung ta c6 ddy nhitng vét nho, diéu d6 khong
ngan can Chua ban cho chung ta m¢t danh tinh
méi 13 con trai va con gai cua Ngai. Tt ca
nhitng ai dugc rua tdi trong Puc Kito déu duoc
ghép vao mot dong ddi tinh tuyén va duoc ban
cho an sung dé phat trién trong co nghiép méi
cua ho.

Chua da ctu chudec mdt dong doi nhirng ké lac
loai va bét luong bang quyén ning cta Ngai.
Va Ngai da st dung gia dinh ndy nhu mot phan
quan trong trong ké hoach ciia Ngai. Ngai sin
sang 1am diéu twong ty cho ban. Ban hoan toan
¢6 thé mang Pirc Kité dén véi thé gian, giong
nhu Pavit, Salomon, Mdisen va tit ca nhitng
nguoi khac da lam.

Vay hdy dén v6i Chiia va cau xin Ngai bay to
ké hoach cua Ngai danh cho ban. Ngai ¢
mudn ban mang P Kité dén véi ai d6 trong
cudc doi ban khong? Ban s& dé Ngai lam méi
long nhiét thanh chia sé tin mung cta ban chr?
Hay luon nh¢ rang ban 1a mot phan cua dong
ddi hoang gia, va khong gi 1a khong thé ddi voi
Chual!

Lay Cha, xin gitp con dam nhan vai tro cua

minh trong ké hoach cua Cha. Du con bét
xtrng, xin cho con tr¢ thanh &4nh sédng cuia Cha
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