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Is 41, 13-20 Isaiah 41:13-20
Chua noi: Ta sé trg giup nguwoi (Is 41,14)

Today’s first reading describes a promise for
the Jewish people while they were exiled in
Babylon. Through his prophet, God speaks
words of comfort and strength as the people
await their return to Jerusalem. But these
words also contain a promise for us as we, too,
look to God for comfort and strength.

I will help you, says the Lord (Isaiah 41:14).
The Israelites felt abandoned by God as they
endured decades of exile. But God reassured
them that he was with them, grasping their
hand (41:13). On days that you feel burdened
or on nights when grief lingers, know that
Jesus is close to you. He offers you his
presence, his comfort, and his consolation.

I will make of you a threshing sledge (41:15).
The Israelites felt weak, hardly the kind of
people who could “thresh the mountains and
crush them” (41:15). But God promised to
strengthen them for the journey back home. He
promises to strengthen you, too. He will enable
you to “crush” the “mountains” that act as
obstacles in your own life. Whether it’s fear
about a job interview you’ve been waiting for,
frustration over a presentation you need to
give, or a sense of weakness in the face of the
enticements of the world, Jesus will make you
strong and help you to overcome.

I will open up rivers on the bare heights
(41:18). In place of the desolation the people
were living in, God promised to bring life and
joy. Are you faced with the barrenness of
feeling lonely? The Lord can open your eyes

Bai doc mdt hom nay mo ta mot 161 hira danh
cho dan Do Thai khi ho bi luu day ¢ Babylon.
Qua ngdén st cua Nguoi, Thién Chta phan
nhiing 161 an Ui va sttc manh trong luc dan
chung cho doi ngay tré vé Giérusalem. Nhung
nhiing 161 nay ciing chira dung mdt 101 hua
danh cho chung ta khi chung ta ciing huéng vé
Thién Chua dé dugc an i va sitc manh.

Ta s& gitip d6 cac nguoi, Chua phan (Is 41,14).
Dan Israel cam thay bi Thién Chuia bo roi khi
ho chiu dung hang thap ky luu day. Nhung
Thién Chua da trdn an ho rang Nguoi luén &
bén ho, nim liy tay ho (41,13). Vao nhiing
ngdy ban cam thdy ning né hay nhimg dém
dau budn kéo dai, hdy biét rang Chua Giésu
lu6n gén glii ban. Nguoi ban cho ban sy hién
dién, sy an Gi va tran an caa Nguoi.

Ta s& bién nguoi thanh mot cai xe dap lua
(41,15). Dan Israel cam thay yéu dudi, khé c6
thé 1a kiéu nguoi “dap tan ndi non” (41,15).
Nhung Thién Chua htra s& ban sttc manh cho
ho trén hanh trinh tré vé nha. Nguoi cling hira
s€ ban stc manh cho ban. Nguoi s€ gitip ban
“dap tan” nhitng “ngon nui” dang la chudng
ngai vat trong cudc song ciia chinh ban. Du d6
1a ndi so hii vé mot cude phéng van xin viéc
ma ban dang cho doi, su that vong vé bai
thuyét trinh can phai trinh bay, hay cam giac
yéu dudi truéc nhimg cam dd cua thé gian,
Chta Giésu s€ lam cho ban manh mé va giap
ban vuot qua.

Ta s& mé nhitng dong song trén nhiing ddi troc
(41,18). Thay vi canh hoang tan ma dan chiing
dang séng, Chua di hira ban sy sdng va niém
vui. Ban ¢6 dang d6i mit véi sy can cdi cua
cam giac co6 don khong? Chua c6 thé mé mit
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and lead you to people who can become your
friends and companions. Are you going
through a spiritual desert and feeling distant
from God? He wants to refresh you with his
Spirit. He is able to transform even the driest
places of your heart into flowing rivers of
fulfillment and peace.

That all may see and know, observe and
understand, That the hand of the Lord has done
this (43:20). Finally, know that as he refreshes
you, God will also make you into a living
witness to his love, just as the Israelites were.
When people see you, they will see God’s own
presence and strength and goodness!

“Lord, you are my help, my strength, my
source of life. I put my trust in you.”

ban va din ban dén voi nhitng ngudi c6 thé tré
thanh ban bé va déng hanh cta ban. Ban co6
dang trai qua mot sa mac tdm linh va cam thiy
xa cach Chua khong? Nguoi muén 1am méi
ban bang Thanh Linh ctua Nguoi. Nguoi ¢ thé
bién ddi ngay ca nhiing noi kho can nhét trong
10ng ban thanh nhitng dong séng tran day su
vién man va binh an.

Pé moi ngudi c6 thé thiy va biét, quan sat va
hiéu rang, rang ban tay cua Chua di 1am nén
diéu nay (43,20). Cudi ciing, hdy biét rang khi
Nguoi 1am twoi méi ban, Chua ciing s& bién
ban thanh mot nhan ching séng dong cho tinh
yéu cta Nguoi, giéng nhu dan Israel. Khi moi
ngudi nhin thay ban, ho s& thay sy hién dién,
strcc manh va long nhén tir ctia chinh Chual!

Lay Chua, Chua la su gitp dd, 1a sicc manh, 1a
nguon song cua con. Con tin cdy noi Chua.

Mt 11, 11-15 Matthew 11:11-15

Va néu anh em chiu tin loi toi, thi o6ng Gioan chinh la Elia, nguoi phai dén (Mt 11,14)

If a world-famous violinist were performing in
a train station, would you notice? This
happened in January of 2007, when the
internationally acclaimed virtuoso, Joshua
Bell, dressed in everyday street clothes and
played his $3.5 million violin in a subway
station in Washington, DC. He played for
forty-five minutes while hundreds of people
walked past without even pausing. Only two
people stopped to listen.

On that day, Joshua Bell, who usually
commands a salary of more than a thousand
dollars a minute, made a total of thirty-two
dollars in tips.

Sometimes, people just can’t see the
importance of a “common” person or a miracle
that is unfolding before their eyes. This is

Néu mot nghé si vi cam ndi tiéng thé gidi biéu
dién tai mot nha ga xe lira, lidu ban c6 nhan ra
khong? Chuyén nay xdy ra vao thang 1 ndm
2007, khi nghé si vi cam bac thﬁy duoc quéc té
cong nhan, Joshua Bell, méc trang phuc thuong
ngay va choi cdy vi cam trj gia 3,5 triéu d6 la
cua minh tai mét ga tau dién ngém 0
Washington, D.C. Ong choi sudt bén muoi lam
phut trong khi hang trdm nguoi di ngang qua
khong hé ding lai. Chi c6 hai nguoi ding lai
ling nghe.

Vao ngay hom do, Joshua Bell, nguoi thuong
duoc ,tré luong qhon mot nghin d6 la mot phl:‘lt,
da kiém duogc tong cdng ba muoi hai do la tién
boa.

Po6i khi, nguoi ta khong thé thidy duoc tam
quan trong ciia mot ngudi "binh thuong" hay
mot phép la dang dién ra trudc mat ho. DPicu
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especially true in today’s readings about Jesus
and John the Baptist.

We know the Jews longed for Elijah to return
and smite their enemies and usher in a new era.
Yet Jesus told them that John the Baptist was
the long-awaited Elijah, but they couldn’t see
1t.

Yes, John was the new Elijah, and that poor,
unassuming baby in the manger really was the
Messiah. The problem was that neither one
acted the way the people expected. They were
too humble. They were too countercultural.

We can fall into a similar trap. Sometimes,
especially during a season like Advent, we
look for dramatic spiritual experiences that will
overwhelm us and magically transform our
lives. We look for a Hollywood moment to
heal our family’s disputes or show us the way
through a tough situation. But when we do this,
we forget that God is already with us, humbly
working quiet miracles right before our eyes.
We forget that he didn’t come to make our
lives easier but to make us holier.

Today’s Gospel reading tells us that God
probably won’t appear to us in a flaming
chariot. But rather than become disappointed,
let’s accept the other message in the reading:
“Jesus is with me, playing the most intricate
song of grace and love that I will ever hear.”
Stop, look, and listen for him. Let his music
soften your heart today.

“Lord, help me to recognize those moments of
grace and glory that you have in store for me.”

nay dac biét dung trong céc bai doc hom nay
ve Chua Giésu va Gioan Tay Gia.

Chung ta biét ngudi Do Thai mong moéi Elia
tr¢ lai, danh bai ké thu cua ho va mo ra mot ky
nguyén mdi. Vay ma Chua Giésu da néi véi ho
rang Gioan Tay Gia chinh 1a Elia ma ho hing
mong doi, nhung ho da khong thé nhin thiy
diéu do.

bung vay, Gioan chinh la Elia m&i, va hai nhi
nghe¢o nan, khiém nhudng trong mang co kia
thue su la Déng Messia. Van dé 1a ca hai déu
khong hanh dong theo cach ma moi nguoi
mong dgi. Ho qué khiém nhuong. Ho qué phan
van hoa.

Chiing ta c6 thé roi vao mot cai by twong tu.
Doi khi, dic biét 1a trong mua Vong, chung ta
tim kiém nhiing trai nghiém tam linh kich tinh,
nhitng diéu s& 1am chung ta choang ngop va
bién ddi cudc sdng mot cach ky diéu. Chung ta
tim kiém mot khoanh khic Hollywood dé han
gin nhimg bat dong trong gia dinh hodc chi
cho chung ta cich vuot qua mot tinh hudng
khé khan. Nhung khi lam vay, chung ta quén
rang Chiia da ¢ ciing ching ta, khiém nhuong
thuc hién nhitng phép la tham ling ngay trudc
mit chung ta. Chung ta quén rang Ngai dén
khong phai dé 1am cho cudc séng cua ching ta
dé dang hon ma dé lam cho chiing ta thanh
thién hon.

Bai Tin Ming hém nay cho chiing ta biét rang
Chua co 1€ s€ khong hién ra véi chiing ta trén
mot c¢d xe ruc lira. Nhung thay vi that vong,
chung ta hay chp nhan thong diép khac trong
bai doc: "Chua Giésu ¢ cung to1, dang choi bai
ca 4n sing va tinh yéu phiic tap nhat ma toi
ting dugc nghe." Hay dung lai, nhin ngdm va
ling nghe Ngai. Hay dé am nhac cta Ngai lam
diu trai tim ban hom nay.

Lay Chua, xin gitip con nhan ra nhitng khoanh
khac an sung va vinh quang ma Chtia da danh
san cho con.
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