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Thwr Sau, 7-11-2025. Nam C
Friday, November-7-2025. Year C
Tuan 31 Thuong Nién

Rm 15, 14-21 Romans 15:14-21
Chinh t6i tin twéng vao anh em (Rm 15,14)

Always eager to reach people with the gospel,
Paul boldly enlisted the help of the Christians
in Rome. Even before he had met them, he
appealed to their “goodness” to ask for their
assistance (Romans 15:14). He didn’t know
them, but he was confident that their
relationship with the Lord would move them to
help him.

Do you believe Paul would be just as confident
in your goodness, even if you feel you still
have a long way to go? If you doubt it, take
inspiration from yet another everyday person,
who lived eighteen centuries later.

Wu Guosheng (1768-1814) lived in the
Guizhou Province of China, where he was a
hardworking extroverted innkeeper. When one
of his guests shared the gospel with him, Wu
Guosheng immediately began to change his
beliefs and habits. His strong personality,
however, made him overbearing as he tried to
convince his guests to turn their lives over to
Jesus.

Before long, a missionary priest arrived, who
saw in Wu the goodness that Paul saw in the
Romans. He befriended the innkeeper and
began showing him how a gentler approach
was more attractive and fruitful. He also
baptized Wu and gave him the name Peter.

Peter Wu Guosheng is credited with bringing
more than six hundred people to the Lord. But
his efforts also brought the attention of the
authorities, who considered the Catholic faith a
threat. Wu was jailed in April of 1814 during a

Lu6n khao khat mang Tin mung dén voi moi
nguoi, thanh Phaolé dd manh dan kéu goi su
gitp do cua cac tin hiru tai Roma. Ngay ca
trude khi gap ho, 6ng da kéu goi long tot cla
ho dé cau xin su giup d& (Rm 15,14). Ong
khong quen biét ho, nhung 6ng tin chic rang
mbi lién hé cua ho voi Chua sé& thuc déy ho
giup do ong.

Ban c6 tin rang Phaold cling sé& tin tuong vio
1ong t6t ctia ban nhu vay, ngay ca khi ban cam
thidy minh van con mét ching duong dai phia
trudc? Néu ban nghi ngo didu do, hiy 1iy cam
hing tor mét nguoi binh thuong khac, nguoi
song sau 6ng mudi tam thé ky.

Ngo6 Qudc Sinh (1768-1814) sdng & tinh Quy
Chéu, Trung Qudc, ong 1a mot chi quan tro
can cu, huéng ngoai. Khi mot trong nhitng vi
khach cua 6ng chia s¢ Tin mung véi 6ng, Ngo
Qudc Sinh ngay 1ap tic bat dau thay doi niém
tin va thoi quen cua minh. Tuy nhién, tinh cach
manh mé& clia ong da khién ong tré nén hong
héach khi c¢b ging thuyét phuc khach cta minh
trao pho cugc doi cho Chua Giésu.

Khong 1au sau, mot linh muc truyén gido dén,
ngudi da nhin thdy & Ngo su tot lanh ma
Phaol6 thay ¢ ngudi Roma. Ong két ban véi
chi quan tro va bat dau chi cho ong ta thiy
cach tiép can nhe nhang hon s& hap din va hiéu
qua hon. Ong ciing rira toi cho Wu va dit tén
cho ong la Peter.

Peter Wu Guosheng duoc cho la da dua hon
sdu traim ngudi dén v6i Chua. Nhung nhitng nd
lyc cua Ong cling thu hut sy chu y cua chinh
quyén, nhitng ngudi coi duc tin Cong gido 1a
mdt mdi de doa. Wu bi bé ti vao thang 4 nam
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wave of persecution, but that didn’t stop him.
For months, he led fellow prisoners in prayer
and song and wrote letters of encouragement to
his wife. Then on November 7, when he
refused to renounce his faith, he was killed in a
mock crucifixion.

It’s easy to think of the saints as
unapproachable heroes, but Peter Wu
Guosheng was just an ordinary enthusiastic
man. He stood out only because he let the
Spirit fill him and redirect the “goodness” God
had already given him (Romans 15:14).

Can you let the Spirit do something similar in
you? Can you surrender to him the goodness
and the desire to serve God that are already in
your heart—even if it feels like it’s just a tiny
flame? Every day invite him in. Let him
gradually turn you into the “ordinary saint”
God has called you to be!

“Come, Holy Spirit, and fill me with your
power and your joy!”

1814 trong mot lan séng dan ap, nhung diéu d6
khong ngin can 6ng. Trong nhiéu thang, ong
d3 hudng dan cac ban ti cAu nguyén, hat thanh
ca va viét thu dong vién vg minh. Sau d6, vao
ngay 7 thang 11, khi ong tir chdi tir bo dtc tin,
ong da bi giét trong mot vu dong dinh gia.

Ngudi ta d& nghi rang cac thanh 1 nhimg anh
hung khé gan, nhung Peter Wu Guosheng chi
la mdt nguoi dan 6ng nhiét thanh binh thuong.
Ong ndi bat chi vi ong dé Thanh Linh tran day
minh va hudng dan “long tot” ma Chua da ban
cho ong (Rm 15,14).

Ban c6 thé dé Thanh Linh lam diéu tuwong tu
trong ban khong? Ban c6 thé dang 1én Nguoi
long tot va khat khao phung sy Chiia von di c6
san trong 1ong ban - du chi nhu mot ngon Ita
nhé nhoi? Mbi ngay, hily moi Nguoi ngu vao
long ban. Hiy dé Nguoi dan dan bién ddi ban
thanh “mot vi thanh binh thuong” ma Chua da
kéu goi ban trd thanh!

Lay Chua Thanh Than, xin hdy dén, va d6 day
con quyén nang va niém vui cua Chual!

Lc 16, 1-8 Luke 16:1-8
De... c6 nguoi don tiep minh (Lc 16,4)

Anyone who is a waiter or in a service
profession knows the value of using “soft
skills”—good communication, approachability,
empathy—to ensure customer loyalty and build
a safety net of relationships. It seems that the
dishonest money manager in Jesus’ parable
had learned the same lesson: you attract more
people with honey than with vinegar. So when
his master fired him for squandering his
wealth, he knew he needed to fix his
relationships  with people in the local
community in order to survive. His motive
may have been self-serving, but at least he
understood that being generous and merciful

Bit ky ai 1am boi ban hodc lam nghé dich vu
déu biét gia tri ciia viéc sir dung “ky niang mém
déo” — giao tiép tot, d& gan, ddng cam — dé bao
dam long trung thanh cua khach hang va xay
dung mang luéi cac mdi lién hé an toan.
Duong nhu ngudi quan 1y tién bac bat luong
trong du ngon cua Chua Giésu da hoc dugc bai
hoc tuong tu: ban thu hut nhiéu nguoi bﬁng
mat ong hon 1a gidm. Vi vay, khi chii dudi anh
ta vi phung phi cta cai, anh ta biét ring minh
can phai han gin mdi lién hé voi moi ngudi
trong cong dong dia phuong dé ton tai. Pong
co cua anh ta c6 thé 1a vi lgi ich c4 nhén,
nhung it nhit anh ta hiéu rang rong luong va
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would gain more for him than extortion. And
Jesus commended him for his shrewdness.

What this dishonest steward did for selfish
reasons we can do for godly reasons. Showing
mercy is always a good strategy, particularly in
our parishes. The church you attend is your
Catholic “home,” the place where your
brothers and sisters in Christ gather to
celebrate a family meal. It can be easy to think
of Mass simply as “my time” with Jesus, but
Jesus doesn’t just dwell in the tabernacle. He
dwells in everyone gathering with you. That
includes the cantor who sings off-key, the
family with unruly children, and the guy racing
out of the parking lot in front of you. How you
treat your fellow parishioners is an important
indicator of your relationship with God.

As important as it is to put money in the
offertory basket, it is also important that we
adjust our attitude toward any parishioner we
think is being inconsiderate. What better way
can we create a space of fellowship and unity
in our parish? What better way to honor the
time when we all receive the grace and power
of Jesus?

At Mass this Sunday, at the Sign of Peace, try
to make sure you’re at peace with the people
around you. If someone or something is
nagging at you, ask Jesus to help you put it
aside and focus on building up the unity of
your parish instead. Whatever challenges you
may face, know that Jesus will help you to
respond with love. Remember, he loves every
person standing around you just as much as he
loves you.

“Jesus, help me to see your face in every
person I will encounter at Mass this Sunday.

thuong x6t s& mang lai cho anh ta nhiéu loi ich
hon 14 tong tién. Va Chua Giésu da khen nggi
anh ta vi sy khon ngoan cua minh.

Nhitng gi nguoi quan 1y bt lvong nay di lam
vi loi ich ¢4 nhan, ching ta c6 thé lam vi 1y do
thanh thién. Thé hién 10ng thuong x6t ludn 1a
mot chién luoc tt, dic biét 1a trong cac giao
xu cua chung ta. Nha tho ma ban tham dy la
“nha” Cong gido cua ban, noi anh chi em trong
Chuia Kit6 tu hop dé cung nhau dung bita com
gia dinh. C6 thé dé dang nghi vé Thanh 1& don
gian la “thoi gian cua t61” véi Chua Giésu,
nhung Chua Giésu khong chi ngu trong nha
tam. Ngudi ngu tri trong mdi nguoi dang tu
hop v&i ban. Piéu d6 bao gém ca nguoi hat
thanh ca lac di¢u, gia dinh c6 con cai hu hong,
va ca anh chang chay ra khdi bai dau xe trudc
mit ban. Cach ban ddi xir véi nhitng nguoi
gido dan khac 1a mot dau hiéu quan trong cho
théy mébi lién hé ctia ban voi Chua.

Viéc bo tién vao gio dang 18 1a quan trong,
nhung diéu quan trong khong kém 1a chung ta
phai diéu chinh thai d6 ciia minh d6i voi bat ky
gido dan nao ma ching ta cho 1a thiéu quan
tam. Con cach nao tot hon dé chung ta tao ra
mot khong gian hiép théng va hiép nhét trong
gio xtr ciia minh? Con cach nao t6t hon dé ton
vinh thoi diém ma tat ca ching ta nhan dugc an
sting va quyén nang cta Chaa Giésu?

Trong Thanh 1& Chtia nhat nay, khi doc Chiic
Binh An, hdy c6 ging bio dam rang ban hoa
hop v6i nhitng nguoi xung quanh. Néu ai do
hodc diéu gi d6 dang lam phién ban, hiy cau
xin Chtia Giésu gitp ban gat boé n6 sang mot
bén va tap trung vao viéc xay dung sy hi¢p
nhét trong gido x{r ctia ban. Du ban ¢6 gap phai
bat ky thir thach nao, hay biét rang Chua Giésu
s& gitp ban dap lai bang tinh yéu thuong. Hay
nhé rang, Nguoi yéu thuong mdi ngudi xung
quanh ban ciling nhu Nguoi yéu thuong ban.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin gitip con nhin thay khu6n
mat Chia noi mo1 nguoi con gdp trong Thanh
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