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Thwr Ba, 4-11-2025. Nam C
Tuesday, November-4-2025. Year C
Tuén 31 Thuong Nién
L& Nhé Thanh Charles Borromeo, Giam muc

Rm 12, 5-16 Romans 12:5-16

Long bac ai khong dwge gia hinh gia b (Rm 12,9)

It can be so rewarding to make your love for
other people “sincere” by using your God-
given gifts to help them (Romans 12:9). You
get to see your friends benefit from your
patient and gentle listening. You deliver a well-
received presentation at work or church.
People rave about the cookies you drop off at
an ailing neighbor’s house or about how simple
you made it look when you walked them
through a car repair.

But what happens when it all goes wrong?
What happens when your friend rejects your
advice or your presentation falls flat? Maybe
your neighbor’s enthusiasm for your baking
seems forced or the car repair doesn’t work.
When things like these happen, you might feel
a range of emotions: frustration, fear, or even
anger. It’s hard to let your love “be sincere” in
these situations, isn’t it (Romans 12:9)?

But think about Jesus. He had an impressive
number of gifts, but people didn’t always
respond positively to him. He was an insightful
teacher, but his hearers often misread or
twisted his words. Not everybody appreciated
his miracles—especially when they happened
on a Sabbath. He was a charismatic leader, yet
he died alone and abandoned by even his
closest followers.

Still, Jesus never gave up. He loved his people

That tuyét voi khi thé hién tinh yéu thuong
chan thanh danh cho ngudi khic bang cach
dung nhitng an sung Chua ban dé gitp d& ho
(Rm 12,9). Ban s& thay ban bé duoc loi ich tir
su ling nghe kién nhan va diu dang cta minh.
Ban c¢6 mot bai thuyét trinh duoc dén nhan
néng nhiét tai noi lam viéc hoac nha tho. Moi
nguoi trAm tré vé nhimg chiéc banh quy ban
mang dén nha mot nguoi hang xém dang dau
6m, hay vé viéc ban da 1am cho moi viéc trong
that gian di khi huéng dan ho stra xe.

Nhung diéu gi s& xay ra khi moi chuyén khong
nhu y? Piéu gi s& xay ra khi ban bé ban tir chdi
10i khuyén ctia ban hodc bai thuyét trinh cua
ban khong thanh céng? C6 thé sy nhiét tinh
cua hang x6m danh cho moén banh cua ban co
vé guong €p, hoac viéc stra xe khong thanh
cong. Khi nhitng diéu nhu thé nay xay ra, ban
¢6 thé cam thay nhiéu cam xuc khac nhau: that
vong, s¢ hai, hoac tham chi la tic gian. That
kho dé tinh yéu thuong cua ban “chan thanh”
trong nhiing tinh hudng nay, phai khong (Rm
12,9)?

Nhung hiy nghi vé Chua Giésu. Nguoi cb rat
nhiéu an sing, nhung khong phai lic nao moi
nguoi cling phan tng tich cuc vé1 Nguoi.
Nguoi 1a mot ngudi thay sau sac, nhung nhiing
nguodi nghe Nguoi thuong hiéu sai hodc bop
méo 101 Nguoi. Khong phai ai cling tran trong
nhirng phép la ctia Ngai - dac biét 1a khi ching
xdy ra vao ngay Sabat. Nguoi 1a mot nha lanh
dao 16i cudn, nhung Ngudi dd chét trong co
don va bi chinh nhiing ngudi than can nhét bo
roi.

Tuy nhién, Chua Giésu khong bao gio bo cudc.

TSI

K= = Q= QR = R =GR = Q= Q= Q= = G = =]
O

e
e
L
L
<0
L
L
L
%
L
%
o
&y
S
By
L
B
L
%
@

7



2o

©)

if&jj@
%@

@m%mg@%ammmm%%%%%%%%%
S (Lb? (‘é&% (‘%&‘%? “@% (‘?@%?J% (L@ (L@ (L@ “%‘%ﬂ%@%@

oS R

SV s

2T

©

and he loved his Father too much to abandon
his calling.

It’s this kind of sacrificial love that St. Paul
urges us to show in today’s first reading. Don’t
worry about how good a job you’re doing.
Instead, treat your gifts simply as your way to
love as Jesus loves: “If ministry, in
ministering; if one is a teacher, in teaching; if
one exhorts, in exhortation” (Romans 12:7-8).
If you're going to serve people, then serve
them! Are you a leader? A speaker? A baker?
Then go ahead and lead! Speak! Bake!

A bad day does not invalidate your gifts.
Neither does someone’s negative reaction to
your attempts to show love and concern.
Remember, God didn’t call you primarily to be
successful. He called you to do his will. He
called you to love, without exception and
without condition. In fact, it’s precisely when
things seem to be going wrong that you have
the greatest opportunity to “let love be sincere”
(Romans 12:9)!

“Lord, teach me how to use my gifts to share
your complete, unconditional love.”

Nguoi yéu thuong dan Nguodi va yéu thuong
Cha Nguoi qué nhiéu dén ndi khong tir bé on
g0o1 cua minh.

Chinh tinh yéu hy sinh nay ma Thanh Phaolo
thiic giuc ching ta thé hién trong bai doc mdt
hém nay. Pumg lo ling vé viéc ban lam tt dén
dau. Thay vao d6, hay coi nhitng an sing cua
ban don gian la cach ban yéu thuong nhu Chua
Giésu yéu thuong: “Ai phuc vy, hay phuc vuy;
ai day do, hay day do; ai khuyén bao, hdy
khuyén bao” (Rm 12,7-8). Néu ban mudn phuc
vu moi nguoi, hady phuc vu ho! Ban 1a mgt nha
lanh dao? Mot dién gia? Mot tho lam banh?
Vay thi hiy ct tiép tuc 1anh dao! Hay n6i! Hay
nudng banh!

Mot ngay toi té khong lam mat di nhimg an
sung cua ban. Phan ung ti€u cuc cia ai do
truéc nhitng nd lyc thé hién tinh yéu thuong va
su quan tdm cia ban ciing vay. Hay nh¢ rang,
Chutia khong goi ban chi yéu dé thanh cong.
Ngudi goi ban dé lam theo ¥ mudn Nguoi.
Nguoi goi ban dé yéu thuong, khong ngoai 18
va vo diéu kién. Thyc té, chinh khi moi tht
duong nhu dang di sai hudng, ban c6 co hoi
16n nhét dé “yéu thuong cach chan thanh” (Rm
12,9)!

Lay Chua, xin day con biét st dung nhitng an
sung cua con d¢ chia sé tinh yéu tron ven va vo
diéu kién cua Chua.

Lc 14, ’15-24 Luke 14:15-24
Hay dén, moi sy di siin sang (Lc 14,17)

Imagine you were invited to a special dinner
party. You would probably be excited and
honored to be able to attend. You would mark
the day on the calendar and plan your schedule
around the event so that nothing else interfered.
As the date drew closer, you might choose
what clothes to wear or plan what time you
need to leave your home. You wouldn’t want to

Hay tuong tuong ban duwoc moi dén mot bira
an toi dic biét. Chéc han ban s& rat vui mung
va vinh dy khi dugc tham dy. Ban s& danh diu
ngay trén lich va 1én ké hoach cho lich trinh
ctia minh xung quanh su kién nay dé khong co
diéu gi khac can trg. Khi ngay dén gan, ban co
thé chon quﬁn 40 dé mic hodc 1én ké hoach vé
thoi gian ban cin roi khoi nha. Ban s& khong
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be late!

Yet in this parable from today’s Gospel, just
the opposite happened. Guests were invited but
failed to show up. They pursued their own
plans with no further thought or care about the
banquet. They must have indicated they would
come, since the host continued with his
preparations. But the guests did not make the
dinner a priority. They weren’t excited about
the invitation, nor did they honor the host who
invited them.

It was a shame, because such an invitation said
a lot about the host. It showed how generous
he was toward every person he had invited. He
was willing to put a lot of time and effort into
providing a feast with no expectation of
repayment. He just wanted to bless each guest.

Like the host in today’s parable, Jesus is our
generous host, and here’s what he says to us:

Come (Luke 14:17). You’ve received an
invitation! Jesus has called you by name to be
part of his banquet. He spreads his table before
you, ready to bless you with his grace,
strength, and love. Let the Holy Spirit stir your
heart with excitement and gratitude for the
invitation.

Everything is now ready (Luke 14:17). Jesus is
always ready to meet you. He 1is never
scrambling to find a place for you at his table.
You are never an unexpected guest. Rather, he
is waiting at the banquet, eager to greet you.

Don’t be like those half-hearted invitees in
today’s parable! Jesus offers you something
magnificent. He invites you into his presence

muodn bi tré!

Tuy nhién, trong du ngoén cua bai Tin Mung
hom nay, diéu nguoc lai da xay ra. Khach dugc
moi nhung khong dén. Ho theo dudi ké hoach
cua riéng minh ma khong suy nghi hay quan
tam gi thém dén bita tiéc. Chac hin ho da bao
cho biét rﬁng ho s& dén, vi nguoi chd nha van
tiép tuc cong viéc chudn bi ciia minh. Nhung
nhiing vi khach khong coi bira ti¢c 1a wu tién
hang dau. Ho khong hao himg véi 161 moi,
cling nhu khong ton trong nguoi chi nha da
moi ho.

That dang tiéc, vi 101 moi nhu vay noi 1én rat
nhiéu diéu vé chui nha. N6 cho thdy 6ng iy
rong lugng nhu thé nao ddi véi mdi ngudi 6ng
4y moi. Ong sén sang bo nhiéu thoi gian va
cong stc dé to chirc mot bira tiéc ma khong
mong dugc dén dap. Ong chi muén chic phic
cho ting vi khéch.

Gidng nhu nguoi chi nha trong du ngén hém
nay, Chua Giésu la nguodi chu nha quang dai
cua chung ta, va day la nhiing gi Ngai n6i voi
ching ta:

Hay dén (Lc 14,17). Ban di nhan dugc 10i
moi! Chua Giésu da goi dich danh ban dé tham
du bira tiéc cua Ngai. Ngai bay ban trudc mat
ban, san sang chiic phic cho ban bang 4n sung,
sttc manh va tinh yéu ctua Ngai. Hiy dé Chaa
Théanh Than khudy dong tim hon ban véi sy
phan khich va biét on vi 151 moi.

Moi sy da sin sang (Lc 14,17). Chua Giésu
lubn san sang gap ban. Ngai khong bao gio ¢b
gang tim chd cho ban ¢ ban an cua Ngai. Ban
khong bao gio 1a mot vi khach béat ngo. Ping
hon 1a Ngai dang doi ¢ bira tiéc, hdo hirc chao
don ban.

Pung giéng nhu nhimg ngudi dugc moi nia
voi trong du ngon hom nay! Chua Giésu ban
cho ban mét didu gi d6 tuyét voi. Ngai moi ban
dén vé6i su hién dién cua Ngai dé tan huong tat
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to enjoy all that he has to offer. Today, as you
pray, accept his invitation and come to his
table.

“Lord Jesus, I give my heart to you. Make me
ready to always say yes to you.”

ca nhiing gi Ngai mang lai. Hom nay, khi ban
cau nguyén, hdy chap nhan 161 moi cua Ngai
va dén ban ti¢c cua Ngai.

Lay Chua Giésu, con xin dang tdm hon con
cho Chua. Hay lam cho con san sang luén noi
dong y véi Chua.

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6 Vi Bic Thanh, SDD.
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