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Lc13,1-9 Luke 13:1-9

Toi s€ vun x6i chung quanh, va bén phan cho né (Lc 13,8)

Nobody in first-century Judea bought fertilizer
in plastic bags. It was locally sourced . . . from
a nearby pasture. And it was likely a lot more
pungent than the fertilizer most of us know!
But as unappealing as it might be to us,
fertilizer like that was a key ingredient in
ancient agricultural practices.

Who would have thought that animal waste
could be so important? But that’s exactly why
Jesus included it in his parable of the fig tree.
He was saying that God often uses the messy
“fertilizer” in our lives to help us grow.

You may be in the midst of something messy
right now—a painful season in a relationship, a
job loss, the effects of your own or someone
else’s sin. Whatever it is, it stinks! Yet Jesus,
the Master Gardener, uses this mess as
“fertilizer” to teach you, to strengthen you, and
to bring you closer to himself.

Jesus is so committed to you that he’s not
afraid to get his hands dirty cultivating the
ground around you. Ponder that for a moment:
he is ever patient in pruning and strengthening
you. He is completely intentional in the grace
he offers you, no matter what hardship you are
facing. He doesn’t limit his will for you based
on your sins or weaknesses. He sees your
potential and the fruit you will bear, and he
will use whatever he can to help you bear that
fruit.

Khong ai & Giudéa vao thé ky tha nhat mua
phan bon dung trong tai ni 1ong. N6 dugc iy
tir ngudn dia phuong... tr mot dong co gan do.
Va c6 18 nd con nong hon nhiéu so véi loai
phan bén ma hau hét chiing ta déu biét! Nhung
du c6 vé khong hap dan ddi véi ching ta, loai
phan bon nhu vay lai 1a mot thanh phan quan
trong trong cac hoat dong ndng nghiép thoi
Xua.

Ai ma ngd rang chat thai dong vat lai c6 thé
quan trong dén vay? Nhung d6 chinh xac 1a Iy
do tai sao Chua Giésu da dua n6 vao du ngoén
vé cdy va. Ngudi néi rang Chia thudng sir
dung "phan bén" bén thiu trong cudc sdng cua
chung ta dé giup chung ta truong thanh.

C6 thé ban dang ¢ giita mot diéu gi d6 hdn
loan ngay lic nay - mot giai doan dau kho
trong moi lién hé, mat viéc, hau qua cua toi 15i
cta chinh ban hoac cua nguoi khéc. Du la gi di
nita, n6 déu rat hoi théi! Tuy nhién, Chia
Giésu, Bac Théy Lam Vuon, lai st dung su
hdn dén nay nhu "phan bon" dé day do ban, dé
cting ¢d ban va dwa ban dén gan Nguoi hon.

Chua Giésu cam két voi ban dén ndi Nguoi
khong ngai xan tay 4o 1én vun trong manh dat
xung quanh ban. Hiy suy gam diéu nay mot
chat: Nguoi ludn kién nhan tia sira va cing cd
ban. Nguoi hoan toan chu dong ban an sung
cho ban, bat ké ban dang phai dbi mat v6i khod
khin nao. Nguoi khong gii han y mudn coa
Nguoi danh cho ban dya trén toi 16i hay diém
yéu ctia ban. Ngudi nhin thay tiém ning va hoa
trai ban s€ sinh ra, va Ngudi s€ dung moi cach
c6 thé dé gitp ban sinh hoa trai do.

Ban c6 thé nhin vao cudc song hi¢n tai ctia
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(‘ You may look at your life as it is right now and | minh va ty héi liéu tiém ning cua ban c6 bao %&‘
?%{ wonder whether your potential will ever | gid dugc bdc 16 hay khong. Ban co thé,nhin %
(‘ emerge. You may look at your current | vao hoan canh hi¢n tai va tu hdi lam thé nao %‘
% circumstance and wonder how God could | Chua c6 thé dang hanh dong trong d6. Nhung C?%%
&‘ possibly be working in it. But don’t just look at | ding chi nhin vao bat ky mé hon don nao ban %Z&‘
@

whatever mess you might be in; look at the | c6 thé gap phai; hay nhin vao Pang dang tich
One who is actively at work to transform you | cuc hanh dong dé bién doi ban qua do6. Va hay %(‘

) through it. And follow his lead. When you | noi theo sy dan dat ciia Nguoi. Khi ban thyc %
@7

kingdom!” vuong quoc cua Chua!
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TS practice patience in suffering, when you speak | hanh sy kién nhan trong dau kho, khi ban noi %%Q
;ﬂ‘ a word of peace rather than division, you are | 161 binh an thay vi chia r&, ban dang ndi voi %‘
= telling him that you are willing to trust him. | Nguoi rang ban san sang tin cdy Nguoi. Dung %é%
% Never underestimate what the Master Gardener | bao gi¢' danh gia thap nhing gi Nguoi Lam ﬂ‘
? can do when you let him go to work! Vuon Bac Thay co thé 1am khi ban dé Nguoi %
% lam viéc! e
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“Jesus, help me to bear fruit for your | Lay Chtua Giésu, xin gitip con sinh hoa trai cho %(‘
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7 Nguon: the word among us 7
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