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Thw Hai, 20-10-2025. Nam C
Monday, October-20-2025. Year C
Tuan 29 Thuong Nién

Rm 4, 20-25 Romans 4:20-25

Abraham hoan toan xAc tin rang: diéu gi Thién Chia di hira thi Nguoi ciing c6 di quyén

niang thwe hién (Rm 4,21)

What a great model of faith! St. Paul presents
Abraham in today’s first reading as a man
“fully convinced” that God is always faithful to
his promises (Romans 4:21). He believed that
God would do as he said and make him “the
father of many nations” despite his age and
childlessness (4:18).

It helps to have models of faith like Abraham
to encourage us as we strive to hold fast to
God’s promises. So let’s look at the lives of
two remarkable young men from Uganda who
lived at the turn of the twentieth century:
Blessed Daudi Okelo and Blessed Jildo Irwa.

Daudi and Jildo were recent converts to
Catholicism when the catechist who had been
evangelizing their Acholi people died. They
volunteered to take his place, despite their
youth. Every morning at dawn, they beat a
drum to call children to some flat rocks on top
of a hill where they taught basic prayers and
truths from the catechism. The place came to
be known as wiPolo (heaven) because the
children were learning about “Our Father who
art in heaven.”

Because of tribal and religious unrest, the
young men’s lives were in danger. In October
1918, five men dragged the catechists outside
their hut, at spear point, and demanded they
stop teaching the faith. Daudi, age sixteen,
wouldn’t renounce his faith, so they killed him
then and there. Since Jildo was four years
younger, the intruders hesitated. They urged
him to flee for his life, but he refused. So they
killed him as well. Both of these boys, like

That 1d mot tim guong dlc tin tuyét voil
Thanh Phaol6 trinh bay Abraham trong bai doc
mot hom nay nhu mdt ngudi “hoan toan tin
chic” rang Thién Chta luén trung tin véi 10
htra cia Nguoi (Rm 4,21). Ong tin rang Thién
Chua sé€ thuc hién 161 Nguoi va dat 6ng lam
“cha ctia nhiéu dan toc” bat chap tudi tac va sy
v sinh cua 6ng (4,18).

Nhimng tdm guong dtc tin nhu Abraham that
hitu ich dé khich 18 chung ta khi chung ta c6
gang gilt vimg 10i hira cia Thién Chuaa. Vay
hay cung nhin lai cudc doi cua hai chang trai
tré xudt ching dén tir Uganda, séng vao dau
thé ky XX: Chan phuéc Daudi Okelo va Chan
phudc Jildo Irwa.

Daudi va Jildo 1a nhitng ngudi méi tré lai dao
Cong gido khi vi gido 1y vién truyén gido cho
nguoi Acholi cia ho qua doi. Ho da tinh
nguyén thay thé vi gido 1y vién, mic du ho con
tré. Moi sang, luc binh minh, ho déanh tréng dé
goi tré em dén nhiing ting da phang trén dinh
déi, noi ho day nhiing 161 ciu nguyén co ban
va nhiing chan ly trong sach gido ly. Noi nay
duoc goi la wiPolo (thién dang) vi tré em dang
hoc vé “Lay Cha chung con ¢ trén troi”.

Do bt on vé ton gido va bg lac, tinh mang cua
nhitng ngudi tré tudi bi de doa. Vao thang 10
nam 1918, ndm ngudi dan 6ng da dung gido
mac 16i cac gido 1y vién ra khoi tap 1éu cta ho
va yéu cdu ho ngimg giang day duc tin. Daudi,
mudi sau tudi, khéng chiu tir bo dtc tin cua
minh, nén ho da giét cau ngay tai chd. Vi Jildo
nho hon bén tudi, nhitng ké xam nhap di do
du. Ho thic giuc cdu chay tron dé bao toan
mang séng, nhung cau tir chdi. Vi vdy, ho ciing
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Abraham, were “fully convinced” that God
would grant them eternal life (Romans 4:21).

How about you? Jesus has promised you
eternal life. He has promised that he will never
abandon you. He has promised that you can
live as his son or daughter here and now. These
promises are solid, faithful, and true. Abraham
was fully convinced. Daudi and Jildo were
fully convinced. So take courage! When you
read about heroes like these, you can almost
taste heaven!

“Lord, strengthen my faith as I recall the saints
and martyrs who have gone before me!”

giét cau. Ca hai cdu bé nay, gibng nhu
Abraham, déu “hoan toan tin chic” rang Thién
Chtia s& ban cho ho su séng doi doi (Rm 4,21).
Con ban thi sao? Chua Giésu da hira ban cho
ban sy séng doi doi. Nguoi di hira rang Ngudi
s¢ khong bao gido bo roi ban. Nguoi da hua
rang ban c6 thé séng nhu con trai hay con gai
cua Nguodi ngay tai day va ngay bay gio.
Nhimng 16i hira nay 1a viing chic, trung tin va
chan that. Abraham da hoan toan tin chic.
Daudi va Jildo ciing hoan toan tin chic. Vay
hdy can dam 1én! Khi doc vé nhimg anh hing
nhu thé nay, ban gan nhu c6 thé ném trai thién
duong!

Lay Chua, xin cuing c¢6 duc tin ctiia con khi con
tuong nhé dén cac thanh va cac vi to dao da ra
di trudc con!

Lc 12, 13-21 Luke 12:13-21

Mang song con ngudi khong dwge bao dam nho ciia cai dau (Le 12,15)

Of all the tools we use to evaluate people,
measuring them according to their wealth is
one of the more dehumanizing ones. We even
use terms like “net worth,” as if money equals
dignity! That’s how it was in Jesus’ day as
well, and that’s why he told this sobering
parable. He wanted to shine a light on our
misguided “possession obsession.”

The spiritual writer Fr. Henri Nouwen had this
to say about the way we value people based on
their wealth: “As long as we continue to live as
if we are what we do, what we have, and what
other people think about us, we will remain
filled with judgments, opinions, evaluations,
and condemnations. We will remain addicted
to putting people and things in their ‘right’

Trong tat ca cic cong cu ching ta st dung dé
danh gia con nguoi, viéc danh gia ho theo su
giau c6 cua ho 1a mdt trong nhitng cong cu phi
nhan tinh nhéat. Ching ta tham chi con str dung
cac thuat ngit nhu "gia tri tai san rong", nhu thé
tién bac dong nghia voi pham gia! Do ciing 1a
cach ma Chua Giésu da lam vao thoi cua Ngai,
va d6 1a 1y do tai sao Ngai ké cau chuyén du
ngdn dang suy gam ndy. Ngai mubn lam sang
t6 "ndi 4m anh vé s¢ hiru" sai 1am cua ching
ta.

Nha van tam linh Cha Henri Nouwen da noi
nhu thé nay vé cach chung ta danh gid moi
ngudi dya trén sy gidu c6 cua ho: "Mién la
chiung ta tiép tuc séng nhu thé chung ta la
nhitng gi chiing ta lam, nhitng gi chung ta co
va nhimg gi nguoi khiac nghi vé& ching ta,
chung ta s& van day rdy nhimng 15i phan xét, y
kién, danh gia va 1én an. Ching ta s& van
nghién viéc dat moi nguoi va moi thir vao ding
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place” (Life of the Beloved).

Measuring people according to their wealth is
tempting because it’s simple. Numbers don’t
lie, so it’s easy to use them as benchmarks of
success. It’s also tempting because we tend to
equate wealth with happiness. But these
measures actually degrade a person’s dignity.
It’s unfair to reduce anyone, rich or poor, to
numbers and an inventory of possessions. That
tells us nothing about their inner life: their
unique personality and gifts, their joys and
hopes, their relationship with the Lord.

Jesus didn’t tell this parable to scold us.
Rather, he wants to show us the breadth and
depth of the life he created us for! He wants to
tell us that we have a dignity and worth that
can never be reduced to a balance sheet.
Created in his Father’s image, we have
priceless gifts like a fathomless intellect, a
vivid imagination, and an inherent ability to
recognize—and thirst for—his unfailing love.
When we grasp how great these gifts are, we
begin to value “the immeasurable riches of his
. . . kindness to us in Christ Jesus” (Ephesians
2:7). And that kindness can bring us to our
knees in awe and gratitude and worship.

Today, ask the Lord to help you see your true
worth and the worth of the people around you.
Ask him to help you become more “rich in
what matters to God” (Luke 12:21).

“Jesus, please show me that you are my
greatest treasure!”

vi tri ciia chung" (Cudc song cua nguodi dugc
yéu).

Vi¢c danh gid moi nguoi theo su giau c6 cua
ho rit hap dan vi n6 don gian. Cac con sb
khong biét noi déi, vi vay, that dé dang dé s
dung ching 1am chudn muc cua thanh cong.
N6 ciing hap dan vi chung ta c¢6 xu huéng coi
sy giau co la hanh phuc. Nhung nhiing bién
phap nay thuc su 1am giam pham gia ciia mot
nguoi. That khong cong bang khi ha thip bat
ky ai, du gidu hay nghéo, xudng thanh nhiing
con sb va danh muc tai san. Diéu d6 khéng cho
chung ta biét gi vé cudc séng bén trong cua ho:
tinh cach va tai nang doc dao cua ho, niém vui
va hy vong ctia ho, mdi twong quan cta ho véi
Chua.

Chua Giésu khong ké cau chuyén du ngén nay
dé trach mang ching ta. Thay vao d6, Ngai
mudn cho chung ta thiy chiéu rong va chiéu
sdu ciia cudc séng ma Ngai di tao ra ching ta!
Ngai mudn cho chung ta biét rang ching ta c6
pham gia va gia tri khong bao gio co thé bi
giam xudng thanh bang can dbi ké toan. Puoc
tao ra theo hinh anh ctia Cha, chung ta co
nhitng an hu¢ vo gia nhu tri tué vo han, tri
tuong tuong song dong va kha ning bam sinh
dé nhan ra - va khao khat - tinh yéu khong bao
gid can kiét ctia Ngai. Khi chung ta hiéu duoc
nhitng 4n hué nay tuyét voi nhu thé nao, chiing
ta bat dau tran trong “su giau c6 vo6 han cua
long nhan tir cia Ngai ddi voi chung ta trong
Chua Giésu Kit6” (Eph 2,7). Va long nhan tu
d6 c6 thé khién ching ta quy xubng trong su
kinh sg, biét on va ton tho.

Ngay hom nay, hdy cau xin Chua gitp ban
théy dugc gia tri thuc sy cua minh va gia tri
ctia nhitng ngudi xung quanh ban. Hiy cau xin
Ngai giup ban tr¢ nén “giau cd hon trong
nhiing diéu quan trong d6i v6i Thién Chua”
(Lc 12,21).

Lay Chua Giésu, xin hdy cho con thdy rang
Ngai la kho bau 16n nhat cua con!
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Chuyén ngir: Linh myc Phaold Vii Ptc Thanh, SDD.
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