B

©
&
S
<

IO -G-GO - -G -G -G -G -G -G -
L e e e A e R R e (0

&
VeV

Thir Tw, 15-10-2025. Nam C
Wednesday, October-15-2025. Year C
Tuén 28 Thuong Nién
L& Nhé Thanh nir Térésa Giésu, Trinh nit, TSHT

Rm 2, 1-11 Romans 2:1-11

Thién Chua cir theo sy that ma xét xir (Rm 2,2)

Imagine yourself in heavy traffic, anxious to
get somewhere. Drivers begin to find
“creative” ways to get ahead of each other, and
you, in their attempts to make up their own
time. You start to get irritated, and silently—or
not so silently—you condemn them. But what
if that annoying person in the car to your left is
rushing his wife to a doctor’s appointment? Or
what if the woman who just cut you off on
your right is trying to make it to her job on
time so she can provide for her family?

Granted, it’s only traffic. But this familiar
scenario highlights our all-too-human tendency
to want to sit in judgment over other people or
to focus our attention on all the ways they’re
wrong. Many times, we even excuse ourselves
for the very things we condemn in other
people.

The reality is, only the Lord knows the whole
picture. And that’s why his judgment is true
(Romans 2:2). As St. Paul says, “There is no
partiality with God” (2:11). He sees everything
equally, he loves everyone equally, and he
alone is wise enough to judge everyone justly.
And so we will all stand before the Lord, who
knows everything about us and who will repay
us according to our works.

Thank God he is patient as well! God does not
rush to judgment the way we often do. Out of
kindness and love, he withholds his judgment
while he seeks to lead us to repentance
(Romans 2:4).

Hay tudng tugng ban dang ¢ gitra dong xe cd
dong dtc, nong long mudn dén noi nao dé. Cac
tai xé bat ddu tim ra nhimg cach “sang tao” dé
vuot 1én trudec nguoi khac, va ca ban nira,
trong nd lyc gianh lai thoi gian cta ho. Ban bat
dau buc bdi, va Am thAm — hodc khong am
thAm — ban 1én an ho. Nhung néu nguoi kho
chiu trong chiéc xe bén trai ban dang voi va
dua vo di kham bac si thi sao? Hay néu ngudi
phu nit vira cit ngang ban bén phai ban dang
cd ging di lam ding gid dé c6 thé cham soc
gia dinh thi sao?

Pung 1a chi 1a tic duong. Nhung vién canh
quen thudc nady 1am ndi bat xu hudng rat con
ngudi cua ching ta 13 mudn phan xét nguoi
khac hoic tap trung su cht ¥ vao tat ca nhiing
sai 1am cua ho. Nhiéu khi, chung ta tham chi
con tu bao chira cho chinh nhitng diéu chung ta
1én an & nguoi khac.

Thyc té 1a, chi ¢6 Chta méi biét toan bd birc
tranh. Va do6 1a 1y do tai sao sy phan xét cua
Nguoi la dang (Rm 2,2). Nhu Thanh Phaol6 da
n6i, “Thién Chua khong thién vi ai” (2,11).
Nguoi nhin moi sy nhu nhau, Nguoi yéu
thwong moi nguodi nhu nhau, va chi minh
Ngudi da khon ngoan dé phan xét moi ngudi
mot cach cong bang. Va nhu vay, tat ca ching
ta s€ dung trudc mat Chaa, Déng biét rd moi
su vé ching ta va s& bao dap chiing ta tiy theo
viéc lam cua ching ta.

Cam ta Chua, Nguoi ciing kién nhan! Chua
khong vQi vang phén xét nhu ching ta thuong
lam. Vi long nhan tr va yéu thuong, Nguoi
khong phan xét trong khi tim cach dan dat
chung ta dén sy dn nian (Rm 2,4).
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God also wants us to withhold judgment
(Matthew 7:1). As we refrain from rash
judgments—including judgments against those
poor drivers out there—we are opening up
space in our hearts to receive more of his
peace. We recall the ways he has shown us
mercy and forbearance, and that helps us grow
in patience with the people who annoy us the
most.

Only God is the final and just judge. Only he
can set everything right. His ways and his
thoughts are not ours. So let’s all slow down,
breathe a short prayer, and ask him to fill us
with his patience and kindness. His judgments
are true—and they are merciful!

“Father, help me withhold judgment as you do,
especially in those situations that are the most
challenging to me.”

Chua ciing muén chiing ta khong phan xét (Mt
7,1). Khi chung ta kiém ché nhitng phan xét
hép tap - ké ca phan xét nhitng nguoi lai xe toi
nghi¢p ngoai kia - ching ta dang mo rong
khong gian trong 1ong minh dé don nhan thém
su binh an cua Nguoi. Chung ta nhéd lai cach
Nguoi di to long thuong x6t va kién nhan véi
chung ta, va diéu d6 giap chung ta kién nhan
hon v6i nhiing nguoi lam ching ta kho chiu
nhat.

Chi c6 Chua 1a Pang phan xét cudi cing va
cong bang. Chi c6 Ngudi méi ¢ thé sip dit
moi sy dang dan. Puong 16i va tu tuong cua
Nguoi khong phai 1a cta ching ta. Vi vay, tat
ca ching ta hay cham lai, ciu nguyén ngin gon
va xin Nguoi d6 day chung ta su kién nhan va
long nhan tor cua Nguoi. Su phén xét cua
Nguoi 1a chan 1y - va dy 1ong thuong x6t!

Lay Cha, xin gitup con biét kiém ché phan xét
nhu Cha da lam, dac biét la trong nhiing tinh
huong thir thach nhat doi vaéi con.

Lc 11, 42-46 Luke 11:42-46

Cic ngudi ndp thué thap phan vé bac ha, van hwong, va di thir rau cé (Lc 11,42)

When it comes to the practices of our faith, it
can be easy to derive a sense of security from
following “The Rules.” We might also use
those rules as a quick way to assess whether
someone is a “good” Catholic. We might even
use these rules as a checklist to determine if we
are right with God. But such an approach risks
draining the lifeblood from our practices. It
risks reducing our relationship with the Lord to
a set of obligations. And when that happens,
the rules become a burden, not a way to
freedom.

Khi néi dén cac thuc hanh dirc tin cia ching
ta, chung ta c6 thé dé dang co dugc cam giac
an toan khi tuan theo "Cac quy tic". Ching ta
cling ¢ thé str dung cac quy tic d6 nhu mot
cach nhanh chéng dé dénh gia xem ai d6 co
phai 13 nguoi Cong gido "t6t" hay khong.
Chung ta tham chi c6 thé sir dung cac quy tic
nay nhu mot danh sach kiém tra dé xac dinh
xem ching ta c6 ding véi Chua hay khong.
Nhung cach tiép can nhu vay co nguy co lam
can kiét suc séng tor cac thyc hanh cua chiing
ta. N6 c6 nguy co lam giam mdi tuong quan
ctua chung ta v&i Chua thanh mot tap hgp céc
nghia vu. Va khi diéu d6 xay ra, cac quy tic trd
thanh ganh niing, khong phai 1a con dudng dan
dén su tu do.
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This seems to be the trap that ensnared the
Pharisees and scribes whom Jesus addressed in
today’s Gospel. He describes them as being
meticulous in following the rules about tithing
but neglecting the underlying reason for those
laws: “judgment” and “love for God” (Luke
11:42). By focusing on the details, they failed
to recognize and proclaim God’s boundless
mercy for his people. They also failed to
extend patience and compassion to the people.

Are there times when you have emphasized
rules over the call to love? Pope Benedict XVI
spoke about this when he said that instead of a
heavy burden, Jesus “offers us ‘his yoke,” the
way of the wisdom of the Gospel, which is
neither a doctrine to be learned nor an ethical
system but rather a Person to follow”
(Audience, December 7, 2011). That “Person”
is Jesus, the One who offers us his life and who
calls us to deepen that life within us through
the practices of our faith.

Of course, the habits and rhythms of faith are
important. Without them, our relationship with
the invisible God would descend to the level of
theory and speculation. But if you ever find
yourself just “ticking off a checklist” or
judging someone who doesn’t, perhaps that’s a
sign that you need to ask for a fresh outpouring
of the Spirit. Perhaps that’s a sign urging you
to go back to the heart of the gospel: justice
and the love of God.

“Jesus, help me never to reduce my
relationship with you to a matter of rules and
practices!”

Pay c6 vé la cai bdy di bay nhing ngudi
Phariséu va kinh su ma Chta Giésu di dé cap
trong Tin mung hom nay. Ngai md ta ho la
nhirng nguoi ti mi trong vi¢c tuan theo cac quy
tac vé viéc dong thap phan nhung lai bo qua Iy
do co ban ctua nhirng luat 1€ do: " phan xét" va
"yéu Chua" (Lc 11,42). Bang cach tap trung
vao céc chi tiét, ho da khong nhan ra va tuyén
bb long thwong x6t vo bién ciia Chua dbi véi
dan Ngai. Ho ciing khong thé kién nhan va
thuong x6t moi nguoi.

C6 lac nao ban nhan manh cic quy tic hon 13
161 kéu goi yéu thuong khong? Duc Gido
hoang Benedict XVI di no6i vé diéu nay khi
ngai néi rang thay vi mot ganh nang, Chiia
Giésu “ban cho ching ta ‘4ch cia Ngai’, con
duong khon ngoan cua Phuc am, khong phai 1a
mot hoc thuyét can hoc hay mot hé thong dao
dic ma 1a mot Con Ngudi dé noi theo” (Budi
tiép kién, ngay 7 thang 12 nam 2011). “Con
Nguoi” d6 chinh 1a Chuia Giésu, Pang ban cho
chung ta su song ciia Ngai va kéu goi chiing ta
dao sau sy song do bén trong chung ta thong
qua viéc thuc hanh duc tin cua minh.

Tat nhién, thoi quen va nhip diéu cua dirc tin
rat quan trong. Néu khoéng co chung, mbi
tuong quan cua ching ta v&i Thién Chua vo
hinh s& di xuéng mirc 1y thuyét va suy doan.
Nhung néu ban thdy minh chi “danh dau vao
mot danh sach kiém tra” hodc phan xét mot
nguoi khong 1am nhu vay, c6 1& d6 1a dau hiéu
cho théy ban can cau xin mot su tudén dé6 mai
cua Chua Thanh Than. C6 1& d6 1a dau hiéu
thiic giuc ban quay tro lai v6i cdt 18i ciia Tin
murng: cong ly va tinh yéu ctia Thién Chua.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin gitp con dung bao gio
thu hep moéi twong quan cua con véi Chua
thanh van dé vé cac quy tac va thyc hanh!
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