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Thir Sau, 10-10-2025. Nam C
Friday, October-10-2025. Year C
Tuan 27 Thuong Nién

Ge 1,13-15;2,1-2
Hay ruc tu va tai Xion (Ge 2,1)

Joel 1:13-15; 2:1-2

Today’s first reading is frightening, isn’t it?
The prophet Joel summons the people to the
Temple so that they can “cry to the Lord” in
repentance. The “day of the Lord” has
arrived—a day of judgment and of “darkness
and gloom” (Joel 1:14; 2:1-2). The day comes
in the form of a mysterious army bent on
complete destruction.

If you continue reading Joel’s prophecy, you’ll
see that this army is in fact a plague of locusts
advancing on Israel. They are so destructive
that they can turn entire areas from a perfect
Eden-like paradise into a “desolate wilderness”
(Joel 2:3).

Joel makes it clear that this bleak fate is the
result of the people’s sin, and their only hope
for deliverance is to “return” to the Lord
(2:12). If they do, not only will they be spared,
but they will enjoy an overabundant harvest:
“grain, new wine, and oil” (2:19). Once again,
as he has always done, God offers his people a
way out of the most devastating consequences
of their sin.

The Book of Joel is not just a story of how God
offered mercy to a certain group of people at a
certain time. It’s also a story about what he
wants to do all the time. Ultimately, it points to
what Jesus will do for all people! Just as the
locusts were devastating the land, our sin was
devastating us. We were all courting death and
destruction—until Jesus stepped in to save us.
By his cross and resurrection, he turned back
the power of sin and drove it far away.

Bai doc mot hom nay that dang s¢ phai khong?
Tién tri Gib-en triéu tdp dan ching dén Pén
Thod dé ho ¢ thé “kéu cAu Chia” trong sy an
nin. “Ngay cua Chua” di dén - ngdy phan xét
va “t6i tim u am” (Ge 1,14; 2,1-2). Ngay ay
dén dudi hinh dang mgt doi quan bi an quyét
tam huy diét hoan toan.

Néu ban tiép tuc doc 15i tién tri caa Gid-en,
ban s€ théy doi quan nay thuc chit 1a mot tran
dich chau chau dang tién vé phia Israel. Chung
tan pha dén murc c6 thé bién toan bo khu vuc tur
mot thién duong hoan hao nhu vuon Pia Dang
thanh mot “hoang mac hoang vu” (Ge 2,3).

Gib-en noi rd rﬁng s6 phan am dam nay la hau
qua cua tdi 16i ciia dan chung, va hy vong duy
nhit dé ho duoc giai thoat 13 “tré v&” voi Chiia
(2,12). Néu ho tré vé, ho khong chi dugc ctru
ma con dugc huong mdt mua mang boi thu:
“lta mi, ruou méi va dau tuoi” (2,19). Mot lan
nira, nhu Nguoi van luén lam, Thién Chua ban
cho dan Nguoi mot 16i thoat khoi nhitng hau
qua tan khbc nhit cua toi 15i.

Sach Gid-en khong chi 1 cdu chuyén vé viéc
Thién Chuaa ban on thuong x6t cho mot nhom
nguoi cy thé vao mot thoi diém cu thé. N6 con
1a ciu chuyén vé nhiing gi Nguoi luén mudn
lam. Cudi cuing, no chi ra nhitng gi Chua Giésu
s& lam cho tat ca moi ngudi! Ciing nhu chau
chau tan pha dat dai, toi 16i cta ching ta ciing
da tan ph4 chung ta. Tat ca chung ta déu dang
cho doi su chét va huy diét - cho dén khi Chta
Giésu bude vao dé ciu chung ta. Bang thap tu
gia va sy phuc sinh cua Nguoi, Nguoi di day
10 quyén lyc cia toi 181 va xua dudi nd di that
Xa.
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Of course, the damage caused by sin is still
plain to see, both in the world and within our
own hearts. But it doesn’t have to remain. In
his mercy, Jesus continues to offer forgiveness
and healing to everyone who turns to him. He
continues to offer the fruit of his Spirit: love
and joy and peace, flowing more abundantly
than the grain, the wine, and the oil that Joel
promised.

Even now, today and every day, Jesus is
reaching out his hand to save us. Even now,
today and every day, he calls us to turn back to
him. Let’s grasp his hand and welcome his
mercy.

“Jesus, thank you for rescuing me from the
power of sin!”

Tt nhién, nhimng thiét hai do t6i 16i gdy ra van
con hién hién 13 rang, ca trén thé gi6i 1an trong
chinh tdm long chung ta. Nhung né khong nhat
thiét phai t6n tai mai mai. Vi long thuong x6t
ctia Nguoi, Chua Giésu tiép tuc ban on tha thi
va chira lanh cho tit ca nhiing ai quay vé véi
Ngudi. Nguoi tiép tuc ban ting bong trai cia
Thanh Linh: tinh yéu thuong, niém vui va binh
an, tudn tran doi dao hon ca lda mi, ruou nho
va du tuoi ma Gid-en da hia.

Ngay ca bay gio, hom nay va mdi ngay, Chua
Giésu van dang dang tay ctu rdi ching ta.
Ngay ca bay gio, hom nay va moi ngay, Nguoi
van kéu goi chung ta quay vé v&i Nguoi.
Chung ta hdy nam lay tay Nguoi va don nhan
long thuong x6t cua Nguoi.

Lay Chua Giésu, con cam ta Chua da giai ctu
con khoi quyén lyc cta tdi 161!

Lc 11, 15-26 Luke 11:15-26

Nhung néu c¢6 nguwoi manh thé hon dét nhap va thing dwoc nguoi iy (Lc 11,22)

This parable about a strong man driven out and
despoiled by an even stronger man can be
confusing. Who exactly is this strong man?
And who is the one, stronger than he, who
comes to attack him?

Jesus had just finished driving out a demon
when he told this short parable (Luke 11:14).
Given the circumstances, it stands to reason—
and many Bible scholars have agreed—that the
strong man is Satan and the stronger man is
Jesus.

Do you know what that means for us? Jesus is
victorious! Yes, the strong man is strong. Yes,
he is “fully armed” (Luke 11:21). And one of
his most powerful weapons is fear. But Jesus is
stronger. The devil, and the fear he incites, are

Cau chuyén du ngén vé mot ngudi manh mé bi
mot ngudi tham chi con manh mé hon dudi ra
ngoai va tude doat c6 thé gdy nham 1an. Chinh
xac thi nguoi manh mé nay la ai? Va ai la
ngudi manh hon anh ta, ngudi dén tin cong
anh ta?

Chua Giésu vira dudi quy xong khi ké du ngon
ngan nay (Lc 11,14). Vi hoan canh dé, c6 1y
do - va nhiéu hoc gia Kinh Thanh di dong ¥ -
rang ké manh 1a Satan va ké manh hon 1a Chua
Giésu.

Ban c6 biét diéu d6 ¢ y nghia gi ddi voi ching
ta khong? Chuia Giésu chién thang! Vang, ké
manh 13 ké manh. Vang, Ngai “dugc trang bi
day du” (Lc 11,21). Va mot trong nhitng vii khi
manh nhét cia hin ta 1a ndi s¢ hii. Nhung
Chua Giésu manh hon. Ma quy va su s¢ hai ma
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no match for Jesus. It’s not even a close
contest! Jesus is the One who, at the Father’s
side and through the Holy Spirit, created the
universe. By contrast, angels, even fallen ones
like Satan, are still just created beings.

By his death and resurrection, Jesus has
triumphed over sin and death and the
“principalities and powers” that dominated us
(Colossians 2:15). He has brought us into his
kingdom through Baptism and rendered these
adversaries powerless to destroy us! We can
walk confidently in the freedom of those who
belong to the Lord of lords and King of kings.

You do not need to be afraid. Jesus, the
stronger man, has overcome the evil one. So
take courage and come to Jesus today with
your fears. Are you concerned about your
health? Are you worried about family members
falling away from God? Are you uneasy about
the state of your town or parish or country or
the Church as a whole? Put all these fears in
the hands of the stronger man, Jesus. He has
disarmed the devil, so you can trust him to take
care of everything. Then you can go forward
with the assurance that, no matter what
happens, Jesus is Lord.

“Jesus, I believe that you are stronger than all
the powers of darkness. I trust you and put my
life in your hands.”

hdn xGi giuc khéng sanh duoc v6i Chiia Giésu.
N6 tham chi khong phai 1a mot cudc thi gay
go! Chua Giésu 12 Pang, bén canh Chua Cha
va nhd Chaa Thanh Than, da tao dung nén vi
tru. Nguoc lai, cac thién than, ké ca nhiing ké
sa ngd nhu Satan, van chi 1a nhimg thu tao
duoc dyng nén.

Béng cai chét va su phuc sinh cia minh, Chua
Giésu dd chién thing t6i 16i va su chét ciing
nhu “cac vuong quyén va diing quyén” dang
thng tri chung ta (Col 2,15). Ngai dd dua
chung ta vao vuong qudc ciia Ngai qua Bi tich
Rira t0i va khién nhimg ké thu nay bat luc
trong viéc tiéu diét chung ta! Ching ta c6 thé
tu tin budc di trong su ty do clia nhitng ngudi
thudc vé Chua cac chua va Vua cac vua.

Ban khong can phai so hai. Chua Giésu, Déng
manh mé& hon, dd chién thing ké 4c. Vi vy,
hidy can dam va dén v6i Chiia Giésu hom nay
véi nhiing ndi s¢ hai cta ban. Ban c6 quan tdm
dén sirc khoe cta ban khong? Ban ¢6 lo lang vé
vi€c cac thanh vién trong gia dinh xa ro1 Chua
khong? Ban c6 lo ling vé tinh trang cua thi
tran, gido xr hoac quéc gia cua ban hodc toan
thé Gido hoi khong? Hay dat tit ca nhimng ndi
s¢o hai nay trong tay cua nguoi manh mé hon,
Chuta Giésu. Ngai da tudc vii khi ciia ma quy,
vi vay ban c6 thé tin tuong Ngai s& lo liéu moi
thtr. Sau d6, ban c6 thé tién t6i véi su chdc
chan rang, bat ké diéu gi xdy ra, Chua Giésu
van la Chia.

Lay Chuia Giésu, con tin rang Chiia manh hon
moi quyén lyc cia bong tdi. Con tin tudng
Chua va dat cudc séng ciia con trong tay cua
Chua.

. Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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