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Tuén 26 Thuong Nién
L& Nhé Thanh nir Térésa HPG, Trinh nir, TSHT

Nkm 2, 1-8 Nehemiah 2:1-8

Xin cir than di Giuda... dé xay dung lai (Nkm 2,5)

As cupbearer for the Persian King Artaxerxes,
Nehemiah held a high-ranking position in the
royal court. But when he heard that the Jews in
his homeland were suffering and that the walls
of Jerusalem had been breached, he was
devastated. He longed to see his city restored,
so he prayed for a way to help (Nehemiah 1:3-
4,11).

Today we read how Nehemiah, strengthened
by his prayer, asked the king to let him return
to Jerusalem. The king agreed, and Nehemiah
left immediately (Nehemiah 2:3-6). When he
got there, he saw that God’s people had
abandoned all attempts to rebuild. So he rallied
the leaders and urged them to place their faith
in “the God of heaven” (2:20). Nehemiah was
so successful that the city walls of Jerusalem
were rebuilt in only fifty-two days (6:15)!

Is there any “rebuilding” that the Lord is
calling you to do? Often he does this by putting
a situation on our hearts that grieves us, as he
did with Nehemiah. Our sorrow leads us to
prayer and then to opportunities to begin the
work that needs to be done.

This work doesn’t always involve restoring a
structure. Often it’s a relationship that needs to
be rebuilt—perhaps with a family member,
friend, or coworker. We may see that we are
estranged from our parish or the Church at
large—or even from the Lord himself.
Whatever it is, God wants to bring healing!
Perhaps you need to take the first step toward

La quan dang rugu cho vua Ba Tu Artaxerxes,
Nokhemia gitt mot vi tri cao trong triéu dinh.
Nhung khi nghe tin nguoi Do Thdi & qué
huong minh dang chiu dau kho va tudng thanh
Giérusalem di bi pha v, 6ng vo cung dau kho.
Ong khao khat dugc thdy thanh phd ctia minh
dugc khoi phuc, nén 6ng di cau xin mot cach
dé gitip & (Nkm 1,3-4. 11).

Hom nay, chung ta doc vé viéc Nokhemia,
dugc cing ¢b boi 101 cau nguyén cua minh, di
xin vua cho phép ong tré vé Giérusalem. Vua
dong ¥, va Nokhemia 1ap tirc roi di (Nkm 2,3-
6). Khi dén noi, 6ng thiy dan Thién Chua da tir
b6 moi nd luc tai thiét. Vi vy, éng tip hop cac
nha lanh dao va thuc giuc ho dat niém tin vao
“Thién Chua cia cac tang troi” (2,20).
Nokhemia da thanh céng dén ndi tuong thanh
Giérusalem dugc xay dung lai chi trong nam
muoi hai ngay (6,15)!

C6 bat ky “cudc tai thiét” nao ma Chua dang
kéu goi ban thuc hién khong? Nguodi thuong
lam diéu nay bang cich dit vao 1ong ching ta
mot tinh huéng khién ching ta dau budn, nhu
Nguoi di 1am véi Nokhemia. NG&i budn dan
ching ta dén 10i cdu nguyén va sau dé la
nhimg co hoi dé bat dau cong viéc can lam.

Cong vi¢c nay khong phai luc nao cling lién
quan dén viéc khoi phuc lai mot cAu tric.
Thuodng thi d6 14 mot mdi lién hé can duoc xay
dung lai - co thé 1a véi mot thanh vién trong
gia dinh, ban bé hoic dong nghiép. Chung ta
c6 thé thdy minh xa cich véi gido x@r hodc
Gido hdi no6i chung - hoac tham chi la véi
chinh Chua. Du 14 gi di nita, Chia mudn mang
dén sy chira lanh! C6 1& ban can thuc hién
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reconciliation. Or if it’s your relationship with
God that needs rebuilding, begin by asking for
forgiveness and the grace to return to him.

Nehemiah accomplished a great work, but he
didn’t do it alone. God gave him the courage to
ask the king for help and the wisdom and
stamina to see the work to completion. With
his grace, God can do the same for you!

“Lord, show me what I need to rebuild, and
help me to do it!”

budc dau tién hudng toi su hoa giai. Hodc néu
mdi lién hé cua ban véi Chua can dugce xay
dung lai, hay bat dau bﬁng céch clu xin sy tha
thir va 4n sung dé tré vé voi Ngudi.

Nokhemia da hoan thanh mdt cong viéc vi dai,
nhung 6ng khong 1am didu d6 mot minh. Chaa
d3 ban cho ong long can dam dé ciu xin vua
gitp do, ban cho 6ng sy khén ngoan va suc
chiu dung dé hoan thanh cong viéc. Véi an
sing ciia Nguoi, Chaa ciing c6 thé lam diéu
tuong tu cho ban!

Lay Chua, xin chi cho con nhiing gi con can
xay dung lai, va gitip con lam di€u do!

Luke 9:57-62
Lc 9, 57-62

Chua Giésu tra loi (Lc 9,58)

As Jesus begins his final journey to Jerusalem,
he is approached by three different would-be
followers. Each of them wants to follow him,
but their responsibilities and concerns seem to
give them pause. In answer to their requests,
Jesus makes it clear that following him isn’t
always easy. He offered them a reality check
so that they could clarify their motivations and
decide whether they really wanted to be his
disciples. And so he cut below the surface of
their words to address their real questions.

Notice how each of these people responds to
Jesus’ invitation by talking about their life
circumstances—a funeral, a family farewell, a
concern about housing. Jesus responds not only
to what they say on the surface, but also to
their deepest motivations, fears, and intentions.
One of Jesus’ answers reveals that the person
approaching  him  probably has false
expectations of comfort and ease. By another
response, he helps a disciple face his
unwillingness to make sacrifices.

Khi Chiia Giésu bat dau cudc hanh trinh cudi
cing dén Giérusalem, Ngai gip ba moén dé
khac nhau. Mdi nguoi trong s6 ho muén di
theo Ngai, nhung trach nhiém va mdi quan tim
ctia ho dudng nhu khién ho dung lai. Pé dap
lai yéu cau cta ho, Chua Giésu ndi rd réng Viéc
di theo Ngai khong phai lic nao cling dé dang.
Ngai dé& nghi ho xem lai thuc té dé ho c6 thé
1am rd dong co cuia minh va quyét dinh xem ho
¢6 thuc sy mudn trd thanh mon dé cua Ngai
hay khong. Va vi vay, Ngai da phan dinh sau
xa hon 151 néi bén ngoai cta ho dé giai quyét
nhirng cau hoi thuc su cua ho.

Hay luu ¥ cach mdi ngudi trong sd nay dap lai
10i moi ctia Chiia Giésu bang cach noi vé hoan
canh cudc séng cua ho - dam tang, cudc chia
tay gia dinh, mdi quan tim vé nha ¢. Chaa
Giésu khong chi dép lai nhitng gi ho noi bé
ngodi, ma con ca nhitng dong co, ndi s¢ hai va
y dinh sau xa ctia ho. Mot trong nhiing cau tra
10i ctia Chtia Giésu tiét 16 rang nguoi dén voi
Ngai ¢6 thé ¢6 ky vong sai 1am vé sy an nhan
va dé dang. Bang mot phan tmg khac, Ngai
gitip mot mon d¢ ddi mat voi viée anh ta khong

= g2 g2 92 IR 08 6% I8 a8 a8 8868 088 I8 88 468, I8 &
L R O R e e Y

TSI

L

(
(
20
i
&y
e
(0
)
o
)
o
R
y
S
y
L
B
L
%i‘@
<0
B

s

7



=
Q0500 0051030 5

Gﬂ
I
o
'
I,
I
I

%

¢

e

Jesus is never unkind, but he is honest. He
answered each person who came to him in a
way that showed them the next down-to-earth
step they had to take in answering Jesus’
radical call.

muon hy sinh.

Chuia Giésu khong bao gio xau, nhung Ngai 1a
ngudi trung thuc. Ngai tra 101 ting ngudi dén
v6i Ngai theo cach chi cho ho budc tiép theo
khong c6 4o twong nhung thuc t& ma ho phai
thuc hién dé dap lai 101 kéu goi triét dé cua
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Chua Giésu ciing c¢6 thé gitp ban nhin thiy ban
than minh 6 rang hon. Ngai biét ban dang di
theo Ngai mot cach trung thanh nhu thé nao.
Ngai biét ban yéu Ngai nhiéu nhu thé nao.
Ngai khong chi mudn cho ban thay budc di ctua
ban véi Ngai manh mé nhu thé nao ma con la

Jesus can help you to see yourself more clearly
as well. He knows how faithfully you are
following him. He knows how much you love
him. He wants to show you not only how your
walk with him is strong, but also where you
need more of his grace. His goal is always to
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Vi vay, hdy noi chuyén véi Chua Giésu hom
nay. Néi v6i Ngai rang ban muén di theo Ngai.
Nhung ciing hdy néi véi Ngai vé nhiing gi
dang dién ra trong cudc sdng ctia ban ngay bay
gio va bat ky su do dy nao ma ban co thé co.
Hay dé Ngai tra 10i ban khi Ngai tra 10i nhiing
ngudi trong Tin mimg hém nay dé ban c6 thé
hiéu dong co cia minh hon mét chut. Sau do,
ban s& sin sang cho budc tiép theo trong cudc
hanh trinh vé1 Chaa Giésu.

So talk with Jesus today. Tell him that you
want to follow him. But also tell him about
what’s going on in your life right now and any
hesitation you might have. Let him answer you
as he answered the people in today’s Gospel so
that you can understand your motivations a
little better. Then you’ll be ready for the next
65 step along the journey with Jesus.
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“Jesus, [ want to walk with you as the disciples | Lay Chiia Giésu, con muén di theo Chiia nhu

65 did. Help me see the next realistic step I need | cac mon dé da di. Xin giup con nhin ra budc %%
= (‘ to take today.” thuc té tiep theo ma con can thuc hién ngay ® (‘

hom nay.
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. Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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