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L& Nhé Thanh Pié Nim DAu

Linh myc Phaold Vii Bic Thanh, SDD. chuyén ngi
Dich tir nguon: Word Among Us

Er 6, 7-8. 12. 14-20

Ezra 6:7-8, 12, 14-20

Phai ldy tién bac céia nha vua ... ma cung cip day di cac chi phi cho nhirng nguoi d6 (Er

6,8)

Why on earth would the Persian emperor
Darius dedicate money from his own people’s
taxes to finance the rebuilding of a temple
dedicated to the God of Israel? Why bother?
He probably thought it was prudent to help the
Jewish exiles who had recently returned to
their homeland. Jerusalem was still under
Darius’ control, and he likely felt that the
people would stay that way if he gave them
back their old shrine. Little did he know that,
in addition to exercising wise and
compassionate statesmanship, he was also
fulfilling the will of the one, true God!

As far as the exiles were concerned, it was the
Lord who provided them with the resources
they needed to rebuild the place where God
was glorified. And he did it, miraculously,
through a pagan ruler!

Have you ever felt inspired to do something
special for the Lord or for someone close to
you but hesitated in pursuing it? Maybe there
were too many obstacles in your way, and you
just gave up. Maybe you still wish you had
acted. In any case, you can let this passage
inspire  you. God’s people received his
blessings and provision even while they were
under the yoke of imperial domination—and at
the hand of leaders who did not honor him!
How much more, do you think, can he
accomplish among a people who are actively

Tai sao hoang dé Ba Tu Darius lai trich tién
thué ctia dan minh dé tai trg cho viéc xay dung
lai dén thd danh riéng cho Thién Chua cua
Israel? Tai sao phai ban tam? Co6 I& 6ng nghi
rang viéc gitip d& nhitng nguoi Do Thai luu
vong vira tré vé qué huong 13 diéu khon ngoan.
Jerusalem van nam dudi sy kiém soat cua
Darius, va 6ng c6 thé cam thay rang ngudi dan
s& tiép tuc nhu vay néu 6ng tra lai dén tho cii
cho ho. Ong dau biét rang, ngoai viéc thyuc hién
mot chinh sach khén ngoan va nhén tir, ong
con dang thyc hién y muén caa Thién Chua
duy nhét, chan that!

Déi voi nhitng nguoi luu vong, chinh Chaa da
ban cho ho nhiing ngudn luc can thiét dé xay
dung lai noi Thién Chla duoc tén vinh. Va
Nguoi da lam diéu d6, mot cach ky diéu, théng
qua mét vi vua ngoai gido!

Ban di bao gio cam thay dugc truyén cam
himg dé lam diéu gi d6 dac biét cho Chua hoic
cho mot nguoi than yéu cia ban nhung lai do
du khéng muén theo dudi? C6 thé cé qua nhiéu
trd ngai trén con duong cua ban, va ban da bo
cudc. Co thé ban van udc minh da hanh dong.
Du sao di nita, ban c6 thé dé doan van nay
truyén cam hing cho ban. Dan Chua di nhan
dugc phuéc lanh va su chu cap cua Nguoi
ngay ca khi ho con dudi ach théng tri cua dé
qudc - va dudi ban tay cua nhitng nha linh dao
khong ton kinh Nguoi! Ban nghi Ngudoi con co
thé lam dugc bao nhiéu diéu nira gitta mot dan
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seeking him? How much more, do you think,
can he accomplish in your life!

You can rely on this: God will provide what
you need to accomplish his will, just as he
provided for the Israelites. He will always
reach into his endless treasury of grace and
give you the resources that you cannot produce
on your own: extra courage, deeper joy,
unexpected insights and wisdom. You’ll never
know what it is until you receive it, and it will
probably come as a great surprise to you. But
you will know that it has come from the hand
of a loving, generous God.

Sometimes it can be very hard to believe this,
but God truly does love you. He truly does
want to bless you and do good things for you
and through you.

“Jesus, help me receive the gifts you want to
give me. Show me how | can use them to build
your kingdom.”

toc dang tich cuc tim kiém Nguoi? Ban nghi
Nguoi con ¢o thé lam dugc bao nhiéu diéu nira
trong cudc doi ban!

Ban c6 thé tin chic didu nay: Chua s& chu cip
nhitng gi ban can dé hoan thanh y muén cua
Ngudi, gibng nhu Ngudi dd chu cip cho dan
Israel. Nguoi s& ludn tim dén kho tang an sung
vO tan cua Nguoi va ban cho ban nhitng nguon
luc ma ban khdng thé tu minh tao ra: 1dng can
dam vuot troi, niém vui sau sic hon, nhiing
hiéu biét bat ngd va su khén ngoan. Ban s&
khong bao gio biét diéu d6 1a gi cho dén khi
ban nhan duoc no, va né co thé sé dén nhu mot
diéu bat ngo 16n ddi v6i ban. Nhung ban s&
biét rang nd dén tir ban tay cia mot Thién
Chua yéu thuong va rong luong.

Po6i khi co thé rat kho tin diéu ndy, nhung
Chua thyc sy yéu thuong ban. Nguoi thyc su
muén ban phudc cho ban va lam nhimg diéu
tt lanh cho ban va théng qua ban.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin gitip con don nhan nhiing
an sung Chia mubn ban cho con. Xin chi cho
con cach con c6 thé st dung ching dé xay
dung vuong qubc cua Chua.

Lc 8, 19-21 Luke 8:19-21

Me t6i va anh em t6i, chinh la nhirng ai nghe loi Thién Chia va dem ra thuc hanh (Lc 8,21)

Did Jesus really reject his relatives? Was he
really telling Mary to go back to Nazareth and
leave him alone? No more than he really
wanted his followers to pluck out their eyes or
cut off their hands (Matthew 5:29-30). In
Jewish culture, family bonds were vital to a
person’s identity, social standing, and even
legal status. Without these connections, you
were alone and adrift in the world.

Because he seemed to be publicly denying his
own family, Jesus got the crowd’s attention.

Chua Giésu c6 thuc sy tir chéi nguoi than cua
minh khéng? Cé phai Ngai thyc sy néi Maria
quay tro lai Nazareth va dé Ngai yén khong?
Ngai cling khéng mudn nhimg nguoi theo Ngai
maoc mat hoic chat tay ho (Mt 5,29-30). Trong
vin héa Do Thai, mdi twong quan gia dinh rat
quan trong dbi véi danh tinh, dia vi x4 hoi va
tham chi ca dia vi phap ly cia mot nguoi.
Khoéng c6 nhitng két ndi nay, ban s& c6 don va
troi dat trén thé gioi.

Vi duong nhu Ngai dang cong khai phu nhan
gia dinh minh nén Chta Giésu da thu hut dugc
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He knew that he was doing a new work here,
and he wanted to spell it out for them clearly.
He was forging a new path for Israel, showing
them how closely related he was to his
heavenly Father—and how close they could be
as well.

He was also showing that to be in Jesus’ clan
means to listen attentively to his teachings and
then to live out that teaching in every aspect of
their lives. It’s not enough to know what God’s
will is. He wants us to embrace that will with
all that we are and to act on it in our day-to-day
lives.

Of course, Jesus’ mother already had this
relationship with God. Many of his other
relatives would also follow him into the
Father’s embrace after his death and
resurrection. The question for his listeners that
day was whether they wanted to do the same
thing. Was a relationship with God attractive
enough for them to want to direct their whole
lives toward doing his will?

We can ask that same question of ourselves.
How closely are you embracing Jesus’ word
and acting on it? What about your relationship
with your family? Make sure you aren’t using
passages like this one as a loophole to distance
yourself from difficult relatives. In fact,
embracing God’s will is the surest path to
healing and unity!

Jesus wants to guide you into a life-giving
relationship with him and his Father. And he
wants to guide you into a life-giving
relationship with all your brothers and sisters
in him!

“Jesus, help me see the Church as your family
and as my family as well. Teach us all to live

su chi y cia dam dong. Ngai biét ring Ngai
dang thuc hién mot cong viéc maoi ¢ day va
Ngai muébn giai thich rd rang cho ho. Ngai
dang vach ra mot con duong méi cho dan
Israel, cho ho thiy Ngai ¢ twong quan gan giii
v6i Cha trén troi nhu thé nao - va ho ciing c6
thé than thiét nhu thé nao.

Ngai ciing cho thdy rang & trong gia toc cua
Chtia Giésu c6 nghia 1a chim cha ling nghe
nhiing 10i day caa Ngai va sau d6 séng theo 10i
day d6 trong moi khia canh cua cudc séng.
Biét y Chua 1a gi thi chwa du. Ngai mudn
chung ta d6n nhan y mudn dé voéi tat ca nhiing
gi chung ta c6 va hanh dong theo y muon do
trong cudc séng hang ngay cua ching ta.

Tat nhién, me caa Chta Giésu d3 ¢6 mdi tuong
quan nay voi Thién Chda. Nhiéu nguoi than
khac cua Ngai cling sé theo Ngai vao vong tay
cuia Chua Cha sau cai chét va sy phuc sinh cua
Ngai. Cau hoi danh cho thinh gia cua Ngai
ngay hom d6 1a lieu ho c6 mudn lam diéu
tuong tu hay khéng. Mdi twong quan véi Chla
c¢6 du hap dan dé ho mudn hudng ca cudc doi
minh vao viéc lam theo y mudn cua Ngai
khong?

Chung ta c6 thé dat cau hoi twong tu cho chinh
minh. Ban dang theo sat 1oi Chua Giésu va
hanh d6ng theo 10i 4y dén muc nao? Con mdi
tuong quan cua ban véi gia dinh thi sao? Hay
bao dam rang ban khong sir dung nhiing doan
van nhu thé nay l1am ké& ho dé tao khoang céach
Vv6i nhimg nguoi than kho tinh. Trén thuc té,
chap nhan y muén caa Chua 1a con duong chéc
chan nhat dan dén sy chira lanh va hiép nhat!

Chla Giésu muén hudng din ban vao méi
tuong quan mang lai sy song véi Ngai va Cha
Ngai. Va Ngai mubn huéng dan ban vao mdi
tuong quan mang lai Sy sdng véi tat ca anh chi
em cua ban trong Ngai!

Lay Chua Giésu, xin gilp con coi Giao h¢i nhu
gia dinh cua Chia va cua con nira. Xin day tat
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