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Linh muc Phaold Vii Buc Thanh, SDD. chuyéen ngix
Dich tir nguon: Word Among Us

1Tm 6, 2-12 1 Timothy 6:2-12

Viéc giir dao la ngudn lgi Ién di véi ai lay cai minh ¢6 1am di (1Tm 6,6)

We all want “gain,” right? So what is the
“great gain” that comes with “religion with
contentment” (1 Timothy 6:6)? The Greek
word Paul uses for contentment is autarkeia,
and it means detachment or independence from
worldly goods or material acquisitions. So for
Paul, the ‘“great gain” that we receive as
believers in Christ doesn’t come from material
wealth or fame or power. It’s more than a
bigger bank account or popular acclaim.

So what is it? It’s the gain of finding Christ
and knowing we have everything we need in
him! He heals us from the disordered desires
that so often cause our discontent. As we
become more attached to him, material goods
don’t tie us down, and the pursuit of wealth
doesn’t consume us. We are able to walk
peacefully in this world. Everything else pales
in comparison to the salvation and healing we
have received. We are content.

Look at St. Paul. His life was uncluttered
because he was not attached to his own plans
or driven to seek approval or power. He was
free to go wherever God led him and do
whatever God asked of him. As he reminds
Timothy, “We brought nothing into the world,
just as we shall not be able to take anything out
of it” (1 Timothy 6:7). Contentment like that
makes us free.

Tat ca ching ta déu mudn “loi ich”, phai
khong? Vay “lgi ich 1on” di kém véi “dao dc
vai sy thoa long” (1Tm 6,6) la gi? Tu Hy Lap
ma Phaolé ding dé chi sy thoa long la
autarkeia, c6 nghia la su tach biét hoac doc lap
khoi cua cai vat chat hay nhitng sé hitu vat
chat. Vi vay, ddi véi Phaold, “lgi ich 16n” ma
ching ta nhan dugc khi tin vao Chuia Kitd
khong dén tir su gidu c6 vat chat, danh vong
hay quyén luc. N6 con hon ca mét tai khoan
ngan hang I6n hon hay su ca ngoi cua cong
ching.

Vay d6 1a gi? D6 1a loi ich khi tim thay Chia
Kitd va biét rang ching ta ¢ moi thi minh can
trong Nguoi! Nguoi chira lanh chidng ta khoi
nhitng ham muén vo do thuong gy ra su bat
mén. Khi ching ta gan bo hon véi Nguoi, cia
cai vat chat khéng con tréi budc ching ta nia,
va viéc theo dudi sy giau cd khong con nudt
ching chlng ta nira. Ching ta c6 thé budc di
binh an trong thé gian nay. Moi thir khac déu
tro nén mo nhat so véi sy ctru rdi va chira lanh
ma chiing ta da nhan dugc. Ching ta thoa long.

Hay nhin vao Thanh Phaold. Cudc séng cua
ong duoc thanh than vi éng khdng bi rang budc
boi nhitng ké hoach riéng hay bi thuc day boi
su chap thuan hay quyén luc. Ong duoc tu do
di bat ctr noi nao Chiia dan dat va lam bat ca
diéu gi Chia yéu cau. Nhu 6ng da nhic nho Ti-
mo-thé, “Chung ta chang mang gi vao doi, thi
cling chang mang gi ra dugc” (1Tm 6,7). Su
thoa long nhu thé khién chung ta dugc ty do.

Trudc d6 trong thu nay, Phaold ndi vai Ti-mo-
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Earlier in this letter, Paul tells Timothy that
this attitude toward religion “is valuable in
every respect, since it holds a promise of life
both for the present and for the future” (1
Timothy 4:8). We can not only look forward to
eternal life with Jesus, but we can also
experience it in our lives today. It’s in the
freedom we experience as we seek first the
kingdom of God. It’s in the joy that expands
our hearts as we give of ourselves for someone
else. It’s in the consolation we receive when
we pour ourselves out in prayer.

So pursue “religion with contentment” today.
Let Jesus show you the blessings that he has in
store for you. Follow him, and you’ll find the
greatest gain of all.

“Lord, thank you that you provide everything I
need! Help me to find my contentment in you
alone.”

thé rang thai do nay doi véi ton gido “co gia tri
trong moi phuong dién, vi chira dung loi hia
vé sy sbng cho hién tai va twong lai” (1Tm
4,8). Chling ta khéng chi mong doi su song doi
doi voi Chlia Giésu, ma con ¢ thé trai nghiém
diéu d6 trong cudc sdng hdm nay. Su tu do do
nam trong sy tu do ma chdng ta trai nghiém
khi truéc hét tim kiém vuong quéc Thién
Chia. Sy ty do d6 nam trong niém vui lan toa
trong 16ng khi chiing ta dang hién ban than cho
ngudi khac. Su tu do d6 nam trong su an ui ma
ching ta nhan dugc khi déc d6 16ng minh trong
loi cau nguyén.

Vi vy, hiy theo dudi “sy thoa long trong ton
gi40” ngay hom nay. Hiy dé Chla Giésu bay
to cho ban nhiing phudc lanh ma Nguoi danh
san cho ban. Hay theo Nguoi, va ban s& tim
thay loi ich Ién nhat.

Lay Chia, cam ta Chiia da chu cap moi dieu
con can! Xin giup con tim thay su thoéa long
chi trong Chia ma thoi.

Lc 8, 1-3 Luke 8:1-3

Ba Gioanna, v¢ cia vg 6ng Khuda quan ly caa vua Hérode...

do Pire Giésu va cac mon dé (Lc 8,3)

da lay caa cai minh ma giap

We don’t know much about Joanna, but we can
glean a few things from today’s Gospel. It’s
likely that she was well-off. Her husband,
Chuza, was Herod’s steward, which means he
managed all of Herod’s assets and property—a
well-paying, important job to be sure. Joanna
seemed to be a rather enterprising, independent
woman herself. At least she was independent
enough to spend her money supporting Jesus in
his ministry.

So imagine this wealthy, self-sufficient woman
making the transition from a comfortable home
to life on the road. Imagine her giving up the
security of her own bed and sleeping under the

Chiang ta khéng biét nhiéu vé ba Gioanna,
nhung ching ta ¢ thé thu thap duoc mot vai
diéu tir Tin ming hdm nay. C6 vé nhu ba kha
gia. Chong ba, 6ng Khuda, 13 nguoi quan ly
cuia Hérode, co nghia 1a 6ng quan ly tat ca cua
cai va tai san cua Hér6dé - mot cong viéc quan
trong duoc tra luong cao. Ban than ba Gioanna
duong nhu 1a mot nguoi phu nit doc lap, dam
nghi dam lam. ft nhat thi ba ciing du doc lap dé
chi tién ung ho Chuia Giésu trong s mang cua
Ngai.

Vi vay, hdy tuong tuong ngudi phu nit giau co,
tu lap nay dang thuc hién qué trinh chuyén doi
tir mot ngdi nha tién nghi sang cudc séng lang
thang trén duong. Hay tudng tugng ba tir bo sy
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stars instead. Imagine her giving up her own
servants and instead devoting herself to serving
Jesus. Imagine too the risk she was taking.
Remember, it was Herod, her husband’s
employer, who had arrested Jesus’ kinsman
John and had him beheaded. It was Herod who
was fascinated by Jesus and who ultimately
would hand him over to Pilate. How would
Jesus’ other disciples react to her joining their
ranks?

an toan trén chiéc giwong cua chinh minh va
thay vao do la ngu dudi nhiing vi sao. Hay
tuong tuong ba tr bo nhimg nguoi hau cua
minh va thay vao d6 dang minh dé phuc vu
Chua Giésu. Hay tudng tugng ca rai ro ma ba
dang chap nhan. Hay nhé rang, chinh Hérode,
chu cua chong ba, di bat Gioan, ba con ho
hang ctia Chua Giésu va dem chém dau. Chinh
Hérodé da bi thu hit bsi Chia Giésu va cudi
cung sé giao Ngai cho Philat6. Cac mon dé
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khéc ciia Chla Giésu s& phan @ng thé nao khi
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%%‘ ba gia nhap hang ngii cia ho? %%g‘
© But Joanna was so moved by Jesus that she ©
NENY willingly embraced a difficult and dangerous | Nhung ba Gioanna cam dong trudéc Chua %
® « life in order to follow him. She had already | Giésu dén ndi ba sén sang chap nhan cugc séng g&‘
= experienced his.healing touch (Luke 8:3), but it | kho khin va nguy hiém dé di theo Ngai. Ba %
o (‘ wasn’t enough just to be restored and set free. | Gioanna dd cam nghiém su chira lanh cua Ngai o (‘

She wanted to learn from him. She wanted to | (Lc 8,3), nhung chi can dugc phuc héi va tu do

know God the way he did. She probably had
many opportunities to go back and resume her
old life, but she remained steadfast. Even when
the disciples deserted Jesus in Gethsemane,
Joanna stayed; she was one of a very small
number of disciples who followed him all the

thoi 1a chwa du. Ba mudn hoc hoi tir Ngai. Ba
mudn biét Thién Chua theo cach Ngai da lam.
C6 I& ba con nhiéu co hoi quay lai 1am lai cudc
doi cii nhung ba van kién dinh. Ngay ca khi
cic méon dé bo Chia Giésu ¢ wvuon
Ghétsémani, thi ba Gioanna van & lai; ba Ia
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= way to Calvary (23:55). mot trong SO rat it cac mon dé da theo Ngai dén | 7 =
=0 tan doi Canvé (23,55). %%(‘
9 9
& Theo mot cach nao do, tat ca ching ta déu %
$$ giong ba Gioanna. Chldng ta c6 thé khéng %Zzi‘

mudn tir bé su thoai mai cia minh dé cau
nguyén hodc dé giup d& nhiing ngudi Xxung
quanh. Chdng ta c6 thé cam thay khong du
trang bj dé tré' thanh mot mon dé chan chinh.
Chung ta c6 thé cam thiy nhu thé ching ta

65 In a way, we are all like Joanna. We may not
=) (‘ want to give up our comfort in order to pray or
to help the people around us. We may feel ill-
equipped to be a true disciple. We may feel as
if we don’t fit in. But as Jesus welcomed
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5(‘ Joanna and made a place for her, he will do the ;hont?, p(?.u g Nh(;mi kh} t(éﬁ‘iad% e;; thaz‘;)i %%i(‘
S same for you. You might tell him, /t’s hard to an}n? dilf)artmanvamaréhomg N é N c6 tr’ﬁ r?c’)i b
& follow you, but he responds, | know; let me | °¢ ‘@ Cicu twong tr &iio Latl Ba Sl %
(‘ . , véi Ngai rang: Thdt kho dé di theo Chua, (‘
N help you. You might say, I don 't belong, but he N A - S
V) . nhung Ngai dap lai: Ta biét; hay dé Ta gidp | 7
st answers, You are always welcome in my house. A . >N %
(‘ Always. con. Ban co6 thé noi: nhu’_ng con khong thugc ve | (‘
S Chla, nhung Ngai tra |0i: Con luén diroc chao |
X don trong ngéi nha cua Ta. Ludn ludn. %
. (‘ “Jesus, thank you for welcoming me as your g&‘

Lay Chua Giésu, con cam on Chia da chao

disciple.” i . S ,
don con lam mon dé cua Chua.
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