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Linh muc Phaold Vii Buc Thanh, SDD. chuyéen ngix
Dich tir nguon: Word Among Us

Lc6, 27-38 Luke 6:27-38

Hiy yéu thwong ké thit anh em, ... hiy chiic lanh cho ké nguyén ria anh em (Lc 6,27-28)

These are such radical words from Jesus! How
could we possibly look our worst enemy in the
eye and bless them? One example that is
especially relevant on the twenty-fourth
anniversary of the tragedy of September 11,
2001 can help us answer that question.

When Professor Orlando Rodriguez and his
wife, Phyllis, lost their son, Greg, in the attack
on the World Trade Center in New York, they
sensed that God was calling them to transform
their pain into peace. Together with family
members of other victims of the attack, they
formed Peaceful Tomorrows, an organization
that connects and supports families who have
lost their loved ones to similar acts of violence.

A few weeks after the attacks, Zacarias
Moussaoui was indicted for his involvement.
Through Peaceful Tomorrows, Phyllis and
Orlando met with Aicha el-Wafi, Moussaoui’s
mother. “There was an immediate bonding,”
Phyllis recalled. “We embraced and cried. . . .
She spoke no English, and none of us spoke
French, but we were able to communicate,
human to human.” Their encounter with Aicha
and their decision to offer forgiveness had had
a profound impact on them. When Moussaoui
was later found guilty with the possibility of
the death penalty, Orlando chose to testify that
nothing would be achieved by executing him.
It would only force yet another mother to
mourn the loss of her son.

Day qua la nhiing 10i that cap tién cua Chula
Giésu! Lam sao chiing ta c6 thé nhin thing vao
mat ké thu toi té nhat caa minh va chic phuc
cho ho? Mot vi du dic biét lién quan dén I8 ky
niém 24 nam tham kich ngay 11 thang 9 nam
2001 c6 thé gilp chang ta tra loi cau hoi do.

Khi Giao su Orlando Rodriguez va vg, Phyllis,
mat con trai Greg, trong vu tan cong Trung tam
Thuong mai Thé giéi & New York, ho cam
thay Chua dang kéu goi ho bién ndi dau thanh
binh an. Cung vai gia dinh cta nhitng nan nhéan
khéc trong vu tan cong, ho di thanh lap
Peaceful Tomorrows (Ngay mai Hoa binh),
mot t6 chac két ndi va hd tro cac gia dinh da
mat ngudi than trong nhitng vu bao lyc tuong
tu.

Vai tuan sau vu tan cong, Zacarias Moussaoui
d3 bi truy to vi lién quan dén vu viéc. Thong
qua Peaceful Tomorrows, Phyllis va Orlando
da gap Aicha el-Wafi, me¢ cua Moussaoui. "Ho
da c6 mot sy gan két ngay lap tac”, Phyllis nho
lai. “Chung t6i 6m nhau khoc... Co dy khéng
noi tiéng Anh, va khong ai trong ching tdi noi
tiéng Phap, nhung ching t6i van co thé giao
tiép, nhu ngudi véi nguoi.” Cudc gip g Véi
Aicha va quyét dinh tha thir cua ho da co tac
dong sau sic dén ho. Sau d6, khi Moussaoui bi
két toi voi kha nang bi to hinh, Orlando da
chon lam chung rang viéc xur tir anh ta s&
chang mang lai loi ich gi. Pidu d6 chi khién
thém mot nguoi me nira phai dau budn vi mat
con trai minh.

Bit dau tir Thanh Stephen, vi tir dao dau tién,
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Beginning with St. Stephen, the first martyr,
history is filled with stories of people offering
the same radical forgiveness that Jesus offered
from the cross. People in every age have come
to love their enemies and forgive those who
have caused them great harm. Forgiveness
doesn’t always come easily, and the deeper the
wounds, the harder it can be. But these
people’s stories tell us it is far from impossible.

Today, as we remember the tragedy of
September 11, let’s also remember those who
found the grace to rise above hatred and
vengeance to offer true forgiveness. Let’s
remember how merciful Jesus is to us and to
everyone. And let’s allow that mercy to teach
us to love our own enemies.

“Lord, give me the courage to love beyond my
hurt.”

lich sa day rdy nhitng cau chuyén vé nhiing
con ngudi di thé hién long tha tht sau sic
gidng nhu Chia Giésu di thé hién trén thap tu
gia. Con nguoi ¢ moi thoi dai da yéu thuong
ké thu va tha thir cho nhirng ai da gay ra cho ho
nhitng ton thuong to 16n. Sy tha tha khong
phai luc nao ciing dén dé dang, va vét thuong
cang sau thi cang kho khan. Nhung cau chuyén
cua nhitg ngudi ndy cho ching ta thiy diéu do
khong phai la khdng thé.

Hom nay, khi chiing ta tuéng nhé tham kich
ngay 11 thang 9, ching ta ciing hdy nhé dén
nhitng nguoi da tim thay an sing dé vuot 1én
trén han thu va tra thu dé thuc sy tha tha.
Chung ta hdy nhé rang Chua Giésu di thuong
X6t chling ta va tat ca moi ngudi nhu thé nao.
Va hdy dé 1ong thuong x6t d6 day ching ta
biét yéu thuong ké thi ciia minh.

Lay Chua, xin ban cho con long can dam dé
yéu thuong vuot qua noi dau cua con.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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