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Thir Tw, 30-7-2025. Nam C
Wednesday, July-30-2025. Year C
Tuan 17 Thwong Nién

Xh 34, 29-35 Exodus 34:29-35

Da mat 6ng tré nén sang lang khi éng néi chuyén vei Chua (Xh 34,30)

In ancient Judaism, it was thought that God’s
face was so glorious that no human could
behold him and survive (Exodus 33:20; Isaiah
6:5). And yet Moses had seen the face of God,
not once, but numerous times! He enjoyed the
privilege of speaking with God “face to face,
as a person speaks to a friend” (Exodus 33:11).
And the Israelites could see the evidence:
Moses’ face glowed from his encounters with
the living God.

Fearing that looking at Moses might be as
dangerous as looking at the Lord himself, the
people held back from Moses. They were so
afraid that Moses felt he had to veil his face
when he shared with them all that the Lord had
said.

For centuries, the Jewish people revered the
Lord, but few people actually beheld him.
Prophets like Isaiah and Ezekiel saw the Lord
in visions, but ordinary believers did not. It
wasn’t until Jesus came that God became
visible—and approachable. Because Jesus had
taken on human flesh, humans could now look
upon God and live! Even now for us, there is
no veil that need separate us from him.

When we pray, it’s as if we are coming face-to-
face with Jesus. We come into the presence of
the God who made us, who saved us, and
whose Spirit lives in us. What an awesome
privilege it is to spend time with him in praise,
thanksgiving, petition, and quiet listening! And
even more awesome, as we linger with him, we
begin, little by little, to see “the glory of God

Trong Do Thai gido cd dai, nguoi ta cho rang
khudn mat cia Chiia vo cing vinh quang dén
ndi khdng mét con ngudi ndo co thé nhin thay
Ngudi va sdng sét (Xh 33,20; Is 6,5). Nhung
Méisen di nhin thdy khuén mit cia Chua,
khong chi mot 1an ma Ia nhiéu lan! Ong da tan
huong dac an dugc ndi chuyén vai Chaa “mat
d6i mat, nhu mot ngudi ndi chuyén véi ban be”
(Xh 33,11). Va nguoi Israel co thé thiy bing
chang: khudn mat cua Mdisen téa sang sau
nhitng lan gip g& voi Chia hang séng.

Vi so rang nhin Mdisen c6 thé nguy hiém nhu
nhin chinh Chua, nén dan ching da khong nhin
Méisen. Ho so dén ndi Mdisen cam thiy 6ng
phai che mat khi chia sé véi ho tat ca nhiing gi
Chtia da phan.

Trong nhiéu thé ky, dan Do Thai tén kinh
Chuia, nhung it ngudi thyc sy nhin thay Nguoi.
Céc tién tri nhu Isaia va Edékien di nhin thdy
Chua trong cac thi kién, nhung nhiing tin d6
binh thuong thi khong. Phai dén khi Chua
Giésu dén, Chua méi tra nén hitu hinh va dé
gan. Vi Chla Giésu da mac liy xéc thit con
nguoi, nén gio day con nguoi ¢o thé nhin Ién
Chua va song! Ngay ca bay gio ddi véi ching
ta, khong c6 btic man nao c6 thé ngin cach
ching ta véi Nguoi.

Khi ching ta cau nguyén, gidng nhu chung ta
dang d6i mat voi Chiua Giésu. Chung ta dén
truéc su hién dién cua Chua, Pang da dung
nén ching ta, Pang da ctu thoat ching ta va
Dang c¢6 Théanh Linh sdng trong ching ta. That
la mét dac an tuyét voi khi duoc danh thoi gian
véi Nguoi dé ngoi khen, ta on, cau xin va lang
nghe trong yén lang! VVa tuyét voi hon ntra, khi
ching ta & lai vi Nguoi, chliing ta bat dau,
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on the face of [Jesus] Christ” (2 Corinthians
4:6).

The best part about gazing upon Jesus in
prayer is that not only can we “see” the face of
God, but his presence has the power to
transform us. As it happened to Moses, so it
can happen to us: we begin to radiate God’s
goodness to the people around us.

Prayer really can change us. It can make us
more loving disciples. It can make us holy!
Paul’s promise can come true even today: “All
of us, gazing with unveiled face on the glory of
the Lord, are being transformed into the same
image from glory to glory” (2 Corinthians
3:18). Beholding the Lord in prayer is such a
privilege—so don’t let anything keep you from
him!

“Show me your glory, Lord!”

ting chdt mot, nhin thdy “vinh quang cua
Thién Chda trén mat cua [Chla Giésu] Kitd”
(2Cor 4,6).

Diéu tuyét voi nhat khi nhin Ién Chia Giésu
trong 101 cau nguyén la ching ta khong chi c6
thé “nhin thdy” mat Chla, ma su hién dién caa
Ngudi con ¢6 sac manh bién dbi ching ta. Nhur
da xay ra véi Mdisen, thi cling co thé xay ra
Vi ching ta: chiing ta bat dau téa ra 1ong nhan
tir caa Chua cho nhirng nguoi xung quanh.

Cau nguyén thuc sy c6 thé thay do6i ching ta.
NG c6 thé khién chung ta trg thanh nhitng mén
dé yéu thwong hon. N6 c6 thé khién ching ta
thanh thién! Loi hta cua Phaold cd thé tro
thanh sy that ngay ca ngay nay: “Chuing ta ai
cling chiém ngudng vinh quang cua Chua véi
mit khoéng che phu, thi dugc bién dbi nén
giong nhu Ngudi, tir vinh quang nay dén vinh
quang khac” (2Cor 3,18). Puoc ngam nhin
Chda trong 161 cau nguyén 1a mot dic an - vi
vay ding dé bat ctr diéu gi ngan can ban dén
véi Neguoi!

Lay Chua, xin cho con thdy vinh quang cua
Chua!

Mt 13, 44-46 Matthew 13:44-46

Khi dng ta tim dwoc vién ngoc quy, 6ng tré vé ban hét nhirng gi minh cé dé mua né (Mt

13,46)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus tells a parable
comparing the kingdom of God to a precious
pearl. He reminds us that God’s grace is so
beautiful and eternity with him so valuable that
it should move us to “sell all” we have to
pursue it (Matthew 13:46). Today we also
remember St. Ignatius of Loyola, a man who
embodied this teaching.

Ignatius was born in 1491 to a wealthy Basque
family in Spain. A charismatic nobleman who

Trong bai Tin Mung hdm nay, Chla Giésu ké
du ngén so sanh Nudc Thién Chula véi vién
ngoc quy. Ngai nhic nhg ching ta ring an
sung cua Chua that dep dé va su vinh ctiru & Véi
Ngai quy gia dén ndi n6 théi thic ching ta
“ban tat ca” ma chung ta phai theo dudi nd (Mt
13,46). Hom nay chung ta cling tuong nho
Thanh Inhaxid Loyola, mét nguoi thé hién gido
huan nay.

Inhaxidé sinh nam 1491 trong mot gia dinh
Basque giau c0 ¢ Tay Ban Nha. La mot nha
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indulged in the pleasures of life, he pursued a
career as a military officer. When cannon fire
shattered his leg on the battlefield, however,
his exploits came to an abrupt halt.

As he lay bedridden, Ignatius struggled to find
purpose. He was accustomed to reading stories
about the exploits of brave soldiers, but the
only books available to him were a life of
Christ and stories about the saints. In his
boredom and frustration, he picked them up.
There he discovered Jesus, the “pearl of great
price” (Matthew 13:46). His life was forever
changed by the Savior who loved him despite
his worldly past.

Once he recovered, Ignatius renounced his past
ambitions and turned his relentless zeal toward
the quest for holiness. Out of love for Christ,
he rigorously pursued prayer, penance, and
contemplation. In 1522, he confessed his sins,
gave away his fine clothes, and left his sword
at an altar in the shrine of Montserrat. Together
with several companions, he formed the
Society of Jesus in 1539 and brought many
people to faith in the Lord. Even today,
Ignatius’ witness continues to inspire men and
women to prize Jesus above all else and follow
him unreservedly.

God may not be calling you to live as Ignatius
did, but he does want you to find the pearl of
great price. He wants you to taste the goodness
of his Son Jesus and experience his love. He
wants you to discover that nothing compares
with knowing him. So open your heart to the
Lord today. Ask the Spirit to help you love
Jesus singleheartedly. By his grace, you can
“sell all you have” to follow Christ and spread
the good news of his love. It’s worth it!

quy toc 16i cudn, dam mé nhitng thi vui cua
cudc sdng, ong theo dudi sw nghiép si quan
quan ddi. Tuy nhién, khi tiéng dai bac lam gay
chan ong trén chién truong, chién cong caa 6ng
dot ngot dung lai.

Khi nam liét givong, Inhaxi6é ddu tranh dé tim
ra muc dich séng. Ong quen doc nhirng cau
chuyén vé chién cong cua nhimg nguoi linh
diing cam, nhung nhitng cudn séch duy nhat
danh cho 6ng la cudc doi cua Chla Kitd va
nhitng cau chuyén vé cac vi thanh. Trong lic
budn chan va that vong, dng nhat ching lén. O
d6 ong da kham pha ra Chua Giésu, “vién ngoc
quy” (Mt 13,46). Cudc doi cua ong da duoc
thay doi mai mai boi Pang Cau Thé, Pang da
yéu thuong 6ng bat chip quéa khir tran tuc cua
ong.

Sau khi binh phuc, Inhaxi6 tir bo nhirng tham
vong trong qua kha va hudng long nhiét thanh
khéng ngirng nghi cia minh vao viéc tim kiém
su thanh thién. Vi yéu mén Chua Kitd, 6ng
nghiém chinh theo dudi viéc cau nguyén, sam
hdi va chiém niém. Nam 1522, ong tha nhan
t6i 16i ciia minh, cho di quan 4o dep va dé lai
thanh kiém ciia minh trén ban tho trong dén
thd Montserrat. Cung véi mot sé ban dong
hanh, 6ng thanh lap Dong Tén vao ndm 1539
va dua nhiéu ngudi dén véi duc tin vao Chia.
Ngay ca ngay nay, ching t& cua thanh Inhaxio
van tiép tuc truyén cam hang cho moi nguoi
nam nit && quy mén Chua Giésu hon tit ca va
hét long budc theo Nguoi.

Co6 thé Thién Chua khdng kéu goi ban song
nhu Thanh Inhaxi6 da song, nhung Ngai mudn
ban tim duoc vién ngoc quy gia. Ngai mudn
ban ném trai su tot lanh cua Chda Giésu Con
Ngai va trai nghiém tinh yéu cua Ngai. Ngai
mudn ban kham pha ra rang khéng gi c6 thé so
sanh dugc véi viéc biét Ngai. Vi vay, hdy mo
long ra véi Chla ngay hém nay. Hay cau xin
Thanh Than gip ban hét l1ong yéu mén Chua
Giésu. Nho an sung caa Ngai, ban c6 thé “ban
tat ca nhitng gi minh c6” dé theo Chua Kitd va
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