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Thir S4u, 29-8-2025. Nam C
Friday, August-29-2025. Year C
Tuén 21 Thuong Nién
L& Nhé Thanh Gioan Tay Gia bi tram quyét

Mc 6, 17-29 Mark 6:17-29

Hérodeé... rat phan van, nhung lai ¢ thich nghe Gioan (Mc 6,20)

Perplexed indeed! Herod certainly wasn’t used
to hearing someone speak against him with the
conviction of the Holy Spirit. It’s no wonder
that he was so fascinated with John the Baptist,
whose martyrdom we celebrate today. Maybe
John was getting through to him at some level.
But at the fateful banquet recounted in today’s
Gospel, Herod let his pride trip him up. He
didn’t want to execute John, but he felt trapped
(Mark 6:26). And so John gave up his life—a
foreshadowing of the way Jesus would also be
executed.

But it wasn’t just John’s death that pointed to
Jesus; his entire life served as a witness to him.
His entire ministry was focused on making
Jesus “known to Israel” (John 1:31).
Everything he did—preaching repentance,
baptizing people, and challenging those who
abused their power—pointed to Jesus. Even
today, he continues to “prepare the way of the
Lord” (Luke 3:4).

How is John calling you to prepare the way for
Jesus? Do his words and his witness leave you
perplexed? Maybe you have felt challenged by
his call to repentance. Or maybe his example
of courage and self-denial has inspired you to
live more boldly for the Lord. Or perhaps you
can relate to his uncertainty when he sent a
message to Jesus, asking, “Are you the one?”
(Matthew 11:3).

That 1a bdi réi! Hérodé chic chan khdng quen
nghe ai d6 ndi chong lai minh véi sy thuyét
phuc cia Chla Thanh Than. Khéng cé gi ngac
nhién khi dng lai bi cudn hit boi Gioan tay gia,
nguoi ma chung ta ky niém sy tir dao cia ong
ngay hém nay. C6 I& Gioan da tac dong dén
ong & mot muc d6 nao d6. Nhung tai bira tiéc
dinh ménh duoc ké lai trong Tin ming hém
nay, Hérodé da dé long kiéu hanh cua minh
lam 6ng vap ngd. Ong khong muén xu tu
Gioan, nhung ong cam thay bi mic ket (Mc
6,26). VVa vi vay Gioan di hy sinh mang song
ctia minh - mot diém bao truéc vé cach Chua
Giésu cling s€ bi xur tur.

Nhung khong chi cai chét cua Gioan hudéng
dén Chua Giésu; toan bo cudc doi cia ong da
tré thanh mét nhan ching cho Chla. Toan bo
chtcc vu cua ong tap trung vao viéc lam cho
Chla Giésu "duoc biét dén véi Israel” (Ga
1,31). Moi diéu 6ng da lam - rao giang vé su
an nan, rira toi cho moi nguoi va thach thac
nhitng ngudi lam dung quyén luc cua ho - déu
huéng dén Chia Giésu. Ngay ca ngay nay, ong
van tiép tuc "don duong cho Chua" (Lc 3,4).

Gioan dang kéu goi ban don duong cho Chula
Giésu nhu thé nao? Loi ndi va 1oi chang cua
6ng co khién ban bdi rdi khong? C6 18 ban cam
thay bi thach thac boi 1oi kéu goi an nin cua
6ng. Hoic 6 18 tim guong can dam va ty chdi
bo ciia 6ng da truyén cam hing cho ban song
manh dan hon vi Chua. Hoac c6 1& ban cé thé
lien hé dén su khong chic chan cua dng khi
6ng guri mot thong diép dén Chua Giésu, hoi
rang: "Ngai c6 phai 1a Pang Kitd khong?" (Mt
11,3).
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Wherever you are right now, consider how you
can take one more step that will open your
heart to Jesus more deeply. If you have felt
lukewarm in prayer, remember that you have
been baptized “with the Holy Spirit and fire”
(Luke 3:16). If you are struggling with
temptation or the call to deny yourself, ask the
Lord to give you resolve. If you are too
focused on your own desires, remember John’s
profession: “He must increase; [ must
decrease” (John 3:30). No matter how the
Baptist’s witness touches you today, ask the
Holy Spirit to help you follow the example of
this hero and herald.

“St. John, forerunner of the Lord, pray that I
may receive a double portion of your courage
and conviction today!”

DU ban dang & dau ngay lic nay, hiy cAn nhic
xem ban c6 thé thuc hién thém mot budc nira
dé maé 1ong minh véi Chia Giésu sau sic hon
khong. Néu ban cam thiy tho o trong 1o ciu
nguyén, hdy nhé rang ban da duoc rira "bang
Chua Thanh Than va lira" (Lc 3,16). Néu ban
dang dau tranh véi su cdm dd hoac 1o kéu goi
tr bo chinh minh, hdy cau xin Chla ban cho
ban su quyét thm. Néu ban qué tap trung vao
nhitng ham muédn cua riéng minh, hdy nho dén
loi tuyén b cua Gioan: "Ngai phai lon 1én; con
t6i phai nho lai" (Ga 3,30). Bat ké loi ching
cua Gioan tay gia tac dong dén ban nhu thé nao
ngay hdm nay, hdy cau xin Chua Thanh Than
gilp ban noi theo tdim guong cua nguoi anh
hung va st gia nay.

Lay Thanh Gioan, vj tién hé cua Chua, xin cau
nguyén dé con cd thé nhan dugc gap doi long
can dam va niém tin caa ngai ngay hom nay!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.

o ae g g2 g2 gm g2 g2 gm 02 08 08 09 48 I8 09 48 0
L R O R e e Y

L

e
e
L
L
<0
L
L
L
%
L
%
o
&y
S
By
L
B
L
:%i'@
@



