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Thwr Tw, 27-8-2025. Nam C
Wednesday, August-27-2025. Year C
Tuan 21 Thuong Nién
L& Nhé Thanh nir Monica

Mt 23, 27-32 Matthew 23:27-32

Cac ngwoi nhw nhitng moé ma to voi (Mt 23,27)

If Jesus had lived in Vietnam, maybe he would
have compared the scribes and Pharisees to the
voodoo lily, a native flower that’s a favorite at
botanical gardens worldwide. The stately plant
is a sight to behold, with a flowery spike
cradled by a leaf of deep purple. But its
stunning bloom is not the main reason it draws
people. They come because they’re fascinated
by the contrast between its dramatic beauty and
the stench it produces as its flowers emerge.
“Like dead mice in a plastic bag” is how one
plant specialist in Minnesota described the
odor.

How can something so pretty smell so bad?

The “scribes and Pharisees” to whom Jesus
addresses seven “woes” (Matthew 23:13-30)
might intrigue us in a similar way. How can
people who look so spiritual on the outside be
so “unclean” on the inside? Don’t they know
how far they’ve strayed from God? Do they
really believe they’re as blameless as they
strive to appear?

But let’s be careful not to observe these
“hypocrites” at a distance, standing in
judgment as if they’re some exotic species with
whom we have nothing in common. As the
Russian author Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn once
said, the dividing line between good and evil
doesn’t pass through parties, groups, or classes
of people. “It cuts through the heart of every
human being.” The truth is, we, too, can be
blind to our own sins. We, too, can have areas

Néu Chua Giésu song ¢ Viét Nam, co 1& Nguoi
s€ so sanh cac kinh su va nguoi Phariséu véi
hoa lily voodoo, mot loai hoa ban dia dugc ua
chudng tai cac vuon bach thao trén toan thé
gioi. Loai cay uy nghi nay la mot canh tuong
dang chiém ngudng, véi mot nhanh hoa dugc
nang d& boi mot chiée 14 mau tim d¢am. Nhung
su no hoa tuyét dep caa né khéng phai la ly do
chinh khién nd thu hit moi ngudi. Ho dén day
vi ho bi mé hoac bdi su twong phan gitra vé
dep 4n tuong cua nd va mui hodi thdi ma no tao
ra khi nhitng béng hoa caa n6 ng ra. "Giéng
nhu nhitng con chudt chét trong maot tii nhya"
la cach mot chuyén gia vé thuc vat ¢
Minnesota mé ta mui hoi thdi.

Lam sao mot thtr dep d& nhu vay lai c6 thé cé
mui hoi dén vay?

Nhirng "kinh su va nguoi Phariséu” ma Chula
Giésu noi dén bay cai "khén" (Mt 23,13-30) ¢6
thé khién ching ta to mo theo cach tuong tu.
Lam sao nhimg ngudi tréng rat tam linh ¢ bén
ngoai lai co thé "6 ué" & bén trong nhu vay?
Ho khéng biét rang ho da di chéch khoi Chua
dén muc ndo sao? Ho c6 thuc sy tin rang ho vo
t6i nhu ho ¢6 gang thé hién khdng?

Nhung chiing ta hdy can than ding quan sat
nhitng "ké dao duac gia" nay tur xa, dang phan
xét nhu thé ho 13 mot loai ky la ma ching ta
khong c¢6 diém chung nao. Nhu tac gia nguoi
Nga Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn da tirng noi, ranh
gioi gitra thién va ac khong di qua cac dang
phai, nhém hoic giai cap. "N xuyén qua tréai
tim caa moi con ngudi”. Su that 13, ching ta
cling c6 thé mu quang trude toi 16i caa chinh
minh. Ching ta ciing c¢6 thé ¢ nhiing linh vuc
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in our lives where we try to justify wrongdoing
and resist God’s correction. It’s tempting to
focus on making a good impression and
covering up our faults instead of confessing
them and trying to change them.

Blessed be God, who never stops loving us and
calling us out of these tombs we have
constructed for ourselves! Whenever we turn to
him, he gives us the courage to search our
hearts, the humility to repent, and the grace to
take another step into the light of Christ.
What’s more, he doesn’t just help us to shed
our sins; he makes us into the very “aroma of
Christ,” spreading the fragrance of his love
everywhere we go (2 Corinthians 2:15).

“Search me, O Lord, and lead me on your path
of righteousness!”

trong cudc sébng ma ching ta cb gang bién
minh cho hanh vi sai trai va chéng lai su sta
sai cia Chta. That hap dan khi tap trung vao
viéc tao an tuwong tét va che day 15i 1am cua
minh thay vi thd nhan ching va cé ging thay
d6i ching.

Ta on Chiia, Pang khéng bao gio nging yéu
thuong chiing ta va kéu goi chidng ta ra khoi
nhitng ngdi Mo ma ching ta da ty xay dung
cho minh! Bét cr khi nao chung ta huéng vé
Nguoi, Nguoi ban cho ching ta long can dam
dé tim kiém trai tim minh, su khiém nhuong dé
n nan va an stng dé budc thém mot budc vao
anh sang cuia Chua Kitd. Hon nira, Nguoi
khong chi giup chung ta rii bo toi 16i; Nguoi
bién chung ta thanh “hwong thom cua Puc
Kit6”, lan téa huong thom tinh yéu cua Nguoi
khap moi noi chung ta dén (2Cor 2,15).

Lay Chua, xin do xét con va dan con vao con
duong cdng chinh caa Chua!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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