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Thir Ba, 26-8-2025. Nam C
Tuesday, August-26-2025. Year C
Tuan 21 Thwong Nién

Mt 23, 23-26 Matthew 23:23-26

Cac nguoi... loc con mudi, nhung lai nuét con lac da (Mt 23,23-24)

Swallowing a camel! Is that even possible?
Obviously, Jesus was speaking metaphorically.
Jewish purity laws forbade unclean food and
drink, so observant Jews often strained their
wine to avoid accidentally swallowing any
gnats or other unclean insects. By using this
image, Jesus was highlighting how these
scribes and Pharisees focused so narrowly on
small points of the Law—Iike tithing garden
herbs—that they overlooked the “weightier
things” that God had commanded (Matthew
23:23). It was as if they had failed to see that
they were swallowing one of the largest
unclean animals, a camel!

It’s interesting how that works, isn’t it? With
good intentions, we, like these scribes and
Pharisees, can become convinced of the
importance of one of the finer points of
devotion or obedience to God. Maybe it’s how
we dress, or the kind of music we prefer for
prayer. In our minds, it becomes an important
expression of our faith, so important that we
make it a yardstick by which we judge other
people. And when we make judgments based
on these finer points, we run the risk of
“swallowing a camel!”

Our observances are not bad in themselves.
Jesus didn’t tell the Pharisees not to do the
small things like straining gnats or tithing dill.
He corrected them for treating these peripheral
things as if they were the central focus.

Nudt mét con lac da! Co thé nhu vay khong?
RO rang 14 Chla Giésu dang noi an duy. Luat
thanh sach caa ngudi Do Thai cam thtc an va
d6 udng khdng sach, vi vay nhiing ngudi Do
Théi tuan thu luat thuong loc rugu dé tranh vo
tinh nuét phai bat ky con mudi hoac con tring
khong sach nao khac. Bang céch st dung hinh
anh nay, Chuia Giésu da nhan manh cach nhiing
nguoi kinh su va nguoi Phariséu nay tap trung
qua hep vao nhimg diém nho cua Luat phap -
nhu viéc dong gép mot phan mudi céc loai rau
trong vuon - ma ho bo qua “nhitng diéu quan
trong hon” ma Chua da truyén lénh (Mt 23,23).
Giong nhu thé ho di khong nhan ra rang ho
dang nudt mot trong nhiing loai vat & ué 16n
nhat, mot con lac da!

That tha vi khi thiy diéu d6 dién ra nhu thé
nao, phai khong? Voi y dinh tét, ching ta,
giong nhu nhimg nguodi kinh su va nguoi
Phariséu nay, c6 thé bi thuyét phuc vé tam
quan trong cia mot trong nhimg diém tinh té
hon cua long sung kinh hodc sy vang loi Chua.
C6 thé d6 1a cach chung ta dn mic, hoic loai
nhac chung ta thich dé cau nguyén. Trong tam
tri ching ta, n6 tré thanh mot biéu hién quan
trong cua dc tin, quan trong dén mirc ching ta
bién n6 thanh thudc do dé dénh gia nguoi
khac. Va khi chung ta dua ra phan doan dya
trén nhitng diém tinh té nay, ching ta c6 nguy
co “nudt ca mot con lac da!”

Ban than viéc tuan thu cua ching ta khong phai
la x4u. Chla Giésu khong bao nhiig nguoi
Phariséu khong dugc lam nhiing viéc nho nhu
loc rudi mudi hay dang mot phan muoi thi Ia.
Nguoi da stra ho vi coi nhitng viéc nho nhat
nay nhu thé ching Ia trong tam.
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We can do something similar to these scribes
and Pharisees. The choices we make about how
we express our faith can demonstrate our
reverence for the Lord. But we shouldn’t make
every choice into a universal, hard-and-fast law
that everyone should follow.

Let’s allow room for the people around us to be
led by the Lord in how they respond to him.
Let’s give them the gift of our patience and
graciousness when their choices don’t match
ours. Because if we’re holding other people up
to our own vyardstick, we’re missing the
“weightier things of the law.” Which are?
Choosing to trust God’s judgment instead of
our own and showing his mercy and
faithfulness to everyone around us (Matthew
23:23). That’s the heart of the gospel!

“Jesus, help me to keep you at the center of all
the little ways I express my faith!”

Ching ta c6 thé lam diéu twong tu nhu nhing
nguoi kinh su va nguoi Phariséu nay. Nhing
lya chon chiing ta dua ra vé cach ching ta thé
hién duc tin cua minh ¢ thé ching minh long
ton Kinh cua chung ta d6i voi Chua. Nhung
chang ta khdng nén bién moi lva chon thanh
mét luat chung, ciing nhic va nhanh chéng ma
moi ngudi déu phai tuan theo.

Hay dé Chua dan dit nhimg ngudi xung quanh
ching ta trong cach ho phan tng véi Nguoi.
Hay trao cho ho mén qua la su kién nhan va
Iong nhén tr khi lya chon cua ho khdng phu
hop Véi lya chon cia ching ta. Boi vi néu
chung ta ap dat nguoi khac 1én thude do cua
riéng minh, ching ta s& bé I& “nhimg diéu
quan trong hon cua luat phap”. B6 la nhitng
diéu nao? Chon tin vao su phan xét cua Chla
thay vi cua chinh ching ta va thé hién long
thuong x6t va 10ng thanh tin caa Nguoi ddi véi
moi nguoi xung quanh chang ta (Mt 23,23).
D6 chinh 1a trong tdm caa Tin mung!

Lay Chua Giésu, xin giup con luén dat Chua
vao trung tdm cuaa moi cach nho bé ma con thé
hién duc tin cia minh!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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