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Thir Nam, 26-6-2025. Nam C
Thursday, June-26-2025. Year C
Tuan 12 Thwong Nién

St 16, 1-12. 15-16

Genesis 16:1-12, 15-16

Ba Sara, vo 6ng Ap-ram, da khong sinh dwoc cho 6ng mét ngwoi con nao (St 16,1)

Abram was seventy-five years old when God
called him out of Haran and promised that his
descendants would one day live in Canaan, the
Promised Land (Genesis 12:4, 7). Today’s first
reading takes place ten years later, and Abram
and his wife Sarai are still childless (16:1).
Sarai has decided that she has waited long
enough. She will take matters into her own
hands and give her maidservant Hagar to
Abram so that he could have the heirs the Lord
had promised.

Things go according to Sarai’s plan until
Hagar, newly pregnant, begins to look down on
her mistress. Then Sarai blames Abram, even
though it was her idea in the first place
(Genesis 16:6)!

Isn’t it tempting at times to do as Sarai did and
take matters into your own hands? God doesn’t
seem to be answering your prayers, so you get
impatient. Then you struggle to trust in God’s
timing and plan for your life. Maybe you’ve
waited years to have a child or to find a spouse
or to see a loved one come to the Lord. Maybe
you’ve been praying for a better job or for a
reconciliation, and nothing seems to be
happening. In such situations, your heart can
grow cold toward the Lord, and you might feel
tempted to give up on him. Like Sarai, you
might even be tempted to make things happen
on your own.

If that’s something you’ve done in the past,
know that God is merciful and will forgive
you. If it’s something you’re tempted to do
right now, remember how much the Lord loves
you! He can see the whole span of your life,

Abram d bay muoi lam tudi khi Chtia goi 6ng
ra khoi Haran va hira rang mot ngay nao do
con chau 6ng s& séng ¢ Canaan, Dat Hura (St
12,4. 7). Bai doc mot hom nay dién ra muoi
nim sau d6, va Abram cung vo la Sara van
chua c6 con (16,1). Sara di quyét dinh rang ba
da cho doi du 1au roi. Ba s& ty minh giai quyét
van dé va trao nguoi hau gai Hagar cho Abram
dé ong co thé cd nhimg ngudi thira ké ma Chua
da hua.

Moi viéc dién ra theo dang ké hoach cua Sara
cho dén khi Hagar, IGc ndy mai mang thai, bat
dau coi thudng ba chu ciia minh. Sau d6, Sara
d6 15i cho Abram, mic du d6 1a ¥ twong cua ba
ngay tur dau (St 16,6)!

Doi khi, ban ¢ mudn 1am nhu Sara d3 1am va
ty minh giai quyét van dé khdng? C6 vé nhu
Chua khong tra loi 10i cdu nguyén cua ban, vi
vay ban tré nén mat kién nhan. Sau dé, ban dau
tranh dé tin vao thoi diém va ké hoach cua
Chua cho cudc séng cua ban. C6 thé ban da
cho doi nhiéu nam dé c6 con hoic tim dugc
ngudi ban doi hoic thiy nguoi than yéu dén
véi Chiia. C6 thé ban da cau nguyén dé c6 mot
cong viéc tot hon hodc dé hoa giai, nhung
duong nhu khong c6 gi xay ra. Trong nhiing
tinh huéng nhu vay, trai tim ban c6 thé tro nén
lanh nhat véi Chla va ban c6 thé cam thay
mudn tir bo Nguoi. Giéng nhu Sara, ban tham
chi c6 thé bi cam dd tu minh 1am moi viéc.

Néu d6 1a diéu ban di lam trong qua khu, hay
biét rang Chda rat nhan tir va s& tha tht cho
ban. Néu d6 1a diéu ban dang bi cam dd 1am
ngay bay gio, hdy nhé rang Chla yéu ban
nhiéu nhy thé ndo! Nguoi ¢ thé nhin thay toan
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even into eternity, and he knows what is best
for you.

So if you’re still waiting on the Lord, guard
your heart! Don’t let bitterness or resentment
take over. Instead, keep drawing close to him
and ask for his help. Let him reassure you that
his timing and plan for your life are perfect,
just as he is! As you hold fast to his goodness
and faithfulness, he will strengthen your faith
and help you find peace. He will give you the
grace you need to trust him, even while you’re
waiting.

“Faithful Lord, I trust in you!”

b cudc doi ban, tham chi 1a dén ¢5i vinh hang,
va Nguoi biét diéu gi 1a tot nhat cho ban.

Vi véy, néu ban van dang chd doi Chla, hdy
bao Vé trai tim minh! Pung dé su cay ding
hozc 0an gian chiém liy. Thay vao dé, hiy tiép
tuc dén gan Nguoi va cau xin sy gitp d& cua
Ngudi. Hay dé Nguoi trin an ban ring thoi
diém va ké hoach cua Ngudi danh cho cudc
doi ban 1a hoan hao, gidng nhu Nguai vay! Khi
ban bdm chat vao long nhén tir va su thanh tin
cua Ngudi, Ngudi s& cang ¢b duc tin cua ban
va gilp ban tim thay su binh an. Nguoi s& ban
cho ban &n sung ma ban can dé tin cay Nguoi,
ngay ca khi ban dang cho doi.

Lay Chua thanh tin, con tin cay noi Chuoal

Mt 7, 21-29 Matthew 7:21-29

Du mua sa, nwéc cudn, hay béo tap ap vao (Mt 7,25)

As we do from time to time, we wanted to
share a reader’s testimony for today’s
meditation:

“Today’s Gospel may seem like an unlikely
reading for a wedding, but my wife and | were
sure that this was the right passage for us. In
spite of the blush of young love, we knew our
married life would have ups and downs. So we
wanted Jesus to be our foundation from the
very beginning. And he has been!

“The rain fell. Like many newlyweds, we
sometimes struggled to blend very different
family traditions. My wife’s family relished
lively discussions, but mine was more
reserved. When dinner conversations got
stormy and led to hurt feelings, we tried to
remember that we were forming a new family
with Jesus as our foundation. Did we
sometimes still feel offended? Of course. But

Nhu thuong 1&, ching t6i muén chia sé loi
ching cua mot doc gia ve bai suy niém hém
nay:

“Bai Tin Mung hém nay ¢ vé nhu 1la mét bai
doc khé doc danh cho ddm cudi, nhung vo
chéng t6i tin chac rang day 1a doan van phu
hop véi ching t6i. Bat chip su do mit cua tinh
y&u tudi tré, ching ta biét cuoc séng hon nhan
cia minh s& ¢ nhimng thang tram. Vi vay ngay
tir dau ching t6i dd mudn Chua Giésu 1am nén
tang cho minh. Va Ngai da nhu vay!

“Mua roi. Gidng nhu nhiéu cip vo chong méi
cuoi, doi khi chung t61 gap kho khan trong viéc
hoa hop nhitng truyén thong gia dinh rat khéc
nhau. Gia dinh v toi thich thd vaéi nhitng cudc
thao luan sdi ndi, nhung gia dinh toi thi dé dat
hon. Khi nhitng cudc trd chuyén trong bita toi
tré nén sbi noi va dan dén cam giac ton
thuong, chiing t6i ¢6 gang nhé rang ching toi
dang thanh 1ap mot gia dinh méi vai Chia
Giésu la nén tang. C6 phai doi khi chang ta van
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we tried to let Paul’s words from Philippians
2:3 guide us: ‘Humbly regard others as more
important than yourselves.’

“The floods came. I was in the Pentagon on
September 11, 2001, when a jetliner crashed
into the building. I escaped unharmed, but the
attack filled me with fear. Would God really
take care of our family? As we grappled with
these questions, we found strength in Romans
8:28—the promise that ‘all things work for
good’ has become a refrain for our family.

“The winds blew. Sending kids out into the
world can whip your emotions around like a
strong wind. ‘Is this the best place for our son?
Can he afford to live on his own?” As we
prayed, the same Scripture passage kept
coming up: ‘After three days they found him in
the temple’ (Luke 2:46). So when our son
decided to go to college halfway across the
country, we hung onto that truth: God was
calling each of our kids, and even if they went
on different paths, they would find him in the
end.

“The house did not collapse. We’ve been
married more than twenty-five years now.
Things haven’t always been picture-perfect,
but we keep trying to trust Jesus. His word has
helped us so far, and we’re confident it will in
the future.”

“Jesus, you help us weather the storms of life.
Keep us on your firm foundation.”

cam thay bi x(c pham? Tat nhién roi. Nhung
chang tdi c6 gang dé 15i ciia Phaold noi Philip
2,3 huéng dan ching t6i: ‘Hay khiém nhuong
xem nguoi khac quan trong hon minh’.

“Lii lut dén. T6i dang & Lau Nam Goc vao
ngay 11 thang 9 nam 2001, khi mot chiéc may
bay phan lyc dam vao tda nha. Toi tron thoat
ma khoéng hé han gi, nhung cudc tin cong
khién tdi sg hai. Liéu Chuda cé thuc sy cham
soc gia dinh chung toi khong? Khi giai quyét
nhitng cau hoi ndy, ching toi tim thay stc
manh trong Réma 8,28 - 16i hra rang ‘moi viéc
déu co ich’ da trg thanh mot diép khic cho gia
dinh chiing t6i.

“Nhitng bdo tap ap toi. Bé tré ra ngoai thé gigi
c6 thé cubn theo cam xdc ctia ban nhu mot con
gi6 manh. ‘Pay c6 phai 1a noi tét nhat cho con
trai chung tdi khéng? Liéu n6 c6 du kha nang
séng mot minh khong?’ Khi ching t6i cau
nguyén, doan Kinh thanh twong tu tiép tuc xuat
hién: ‘Sau ba ngay ho tim thay con tré trong
dén tho” (Lc 2,46). Vi vay, khi con trai ching
t6i quyét dinh di hoc dai hoc & xa nua dat
nude, ching t6i da tin vao su that d6: Chuta
dang kéu goi mdi dwra con cua ching toi, va
ngay ca khi chung di nhitng con duong khac
nhau, cubi ciing chiing ciing s& tim thay Ngai.

“Ngoi nha khong bi sap. Chiing t6i di két hon
duwoc hon hai muoi 1im nim roi. Moi thé
khong phai lic nao cling hoan hao, nhung
ching t6i van ¢ ging tin cay Chua Giésu. Loi
noi ctia Ngai da giup ich cho chung t6i cho dén
nay va chung toi tin twdng rang diéu do sé gidp
ich dugc trong tuong lai”.

Lay Chua Giésu, Chtia gitip chung con vuot

qua nhirng giéng bédo cua cudc doi. Xin gin gitr
chdng con trén nén tang virng chac cua Chua.

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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