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Thir Sau, 25-7-2025. Niam C
Friday, July-25-2025. Year C
Tuén 16 Thuong Nién
L& Kinh Thanh Giacébé, Tong do

Mt 20, 20-28 Matthew 20:20-28

Cac nguoi cé thé udng chén ma Ta siap udng khong? (Mt 20,22)

Today we celebrate the feast of St. James, one
of the twelve apostles. Together with his
brother John, along with Peter and Andrew, he
was one of the first disciples whom Jesus
called. He was also chosen to witness some of
the most important events of Jesus’ ministry,
like the transfiguration and the Lord’s agony in
the garden of Gethsemane.

So who was James? What was he like? We
know that, like his brother John, he was an
impetuous man. So much so that Jesus
nicknamed them “sons of thunder” (Mark
3:17). For example, when the people of
Samaria didn’t receive Jesus, they asked,
“Lord, do you want us to call down fire from
heaven to consume them?” (Luke 9:54).
Another time, they dared to ask for the
privilege of being seated right next to Jesus
when he came into his kingdom, one on his
right and the other one on his left (Matthew
20:20-21). Then when Jesus asked them, “Can
you drink the chalice that I am going to drink?”
they answered, “We can,” without hesitation
(20:22). And James did! In fact, he is the only
apostle whose martyrdom is recorded in the
New Testament (Acts 12:2).

James’ boldness didn’t hinder him. In fact, God
used it to make him a faithful witness of the
gospel. Tradition says he ventured as far as
Spain to preach the good news, and he was so
effective that even today he is revered as the
patron of that country.

HO6m nay ching ta mung |1 Thanh Giacobé,
mot trong mudi hai tong d6. Cung voi em trai
Gioan, cung vai Phéré va Anré, ong la mot
trong nhitng mon dé dau tién dugc Chla Giésu
kéu goi. Ong ciing duoc chon dé chung kién

mot s6 su Kién quan trong nhat trong st vu cua
Chla Giésu, nhu sy bién hinh va sy dau kho
cua Chua trong vuon Giétsimani.

Vay Giacobé 1a ai? Ong 1a nguoi nhu thé nao?
Chung ta biét rang, gidng nhu em trai Gioan,
6ng 1a mot nguoi dan 6ng boc dong. Bén ndi
Chula Giésu da dat biét danh cho ho la "con trai
cua sam sét" (Mc 3,17). Vi du, khi dan thanh
Samaria khdng tiép don Chua Giésu, ho di hoi:
"Lay Chua, Chda c6 mudn ching con khién hia
tr troi xudng thiéu rui ching khéng?" (Lc
9,54). Mot lan khac, ho dam xin dugc dac an
ngdi ngay canh Chla Giésu khi Nguoi vao
vuong qudc cua Ngudi, mot ngudi bén phai va
mot nguoi bén trai Nguoi (Mt 20,20-21). Sau
d6, khi Chua Giésu hoi ho: "Cac nguoi co thé
udng chén ma Ta sap ubng khdng?" ho tra 1di,
“Chiing t6i c6 thé,” ma khong chut do du
(20,22). Va Giacobé da lam! Trén thyc té, dng
la tong d6 duy nhat duoc ghi lai trong Tan Udc
vé sy tir dao (Cv 12,2).

Su tao bao cua Giac6bé khéng can tro ong.
Trén thyc té, Chtia di str dung no dé bién dng
thanh mot nhén ching trung thanh cua Tin
mumng. Truyén théng noi rang 6ng da mao hiém
di xa dén tan T4y Ban Nha dé rao giang tin
mung, va ong da rat hiéu qua dén ndi cho dén
ngay nay 6ng van duoc ton kinh la vi thanh
bao tro cua dat nude do.

C6 rat nhiéu céch ban c6 thé chia sé tinh yéu
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There are so many ways you can share the love
of Jesus as St. James did. You can offer to help
serve those who are hungry at a food bank. You
can prepare the children in your parish for First
Communion. You can offer to pray with a
distressed coworker. Even saying, “God bless
you” to the cashier at the grocery store can
make you a witness! You may not always be
met with a positive response, but that’s when
boldness comes in—when you go back out and
try again!

Take courage from St. James’ example. He was
persecuted and ultimately martyred, but he
knew the Lord hadn’t abandoned him. Jesus
will never abandon you, either. So today and
every day, ask the Holy Spirit to fill you with
his grace to proclaim the goodness of the Lord.

“St. James, pray that I can become a bold
witness to the gospel.”

cua Chla Giésu nhu Thanh Giacobé da lam.
Ban c6 thé dé nghi giup d& nhitng nguoi dang
do6i tai mot noi phan phat thuc pham. Ban c6
thé chuan bj cho tré em trong gi4o xir cua minh
dé Rudce 18 lan dau. Ban c6 thé dé nghi cau
nguyén véi mot dong nghiép dang dau kho.
Ngay ca khi néi, “Chuaa chic lanh cho ban” véi
nguoi thu ngén tai cua hang tap hoéa cling c6
thé bién ban thanh mot nhan ching! Ban c6 thé
khéng phai lic nao cling nhan dugc phan hoi
tich cuc, nhung d6 1a lac sy tdo bao xuat hién -
khi ban quay lai va thir lai!

Hay ldy long can dam tir tim guong ctia Thanh
Giacobé. Ong da bi nguroc dii va cudi cing da
bi tir dao, nhung 6ng biét Chla khéng bo roi
ong. Chuta Giésu ciing s& khong bao gio bo roi
ban. Vi vay, hdm nay va mdi ngay, hay cau xin
Chua Thanh Than do diy an sung caa Nguoi
trén ban dé cong bd Iong nhan tir ciia Chia.

Lay Thanh Giacobg, xin cau bau dé con cd thé
tro thanh mot ching nhan manh mé cho Tin
mung.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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