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Thir Tw, 25-6-2025. Nam C
Wednesday, June-25-2025. Year C
Tuan 12 Thwong Nién

St 15, 1-12.17-18
Nhirng on hué caa Chua co ich gi? (St 15,2)

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18

When we think about Abraham, we tend to
think of him as a great hero of faith. But
today’s reading gives us a more nuanced
picture. Yes, it tells us that Abraham “put his
faith in the Lord” against all odds (Genesis
15:6). But it also shows us a man filled with
doubts who has no problem complaining to the
Lord he was called to believe in.

Abraham asks God, “What good will your gifts
be, if I keep on being childless?” (Genesis
15:2). God has been generous with him and has
protected him on his long journey to the
Promised Land, but he still hasn’t given him
the son that he had promised him. So how can
the Lord make “a great nation” from him if he
and Sarah end up dying childless (12:2)? You
can almost picture him pointing an accusing
finger at the heavens as he airs his frustrations
and grievances.

But see how God responds to Abraham. He
doesn’t get angry at his lack of gratitude. He
doesn’t rebuke his insolent words or get
exasperated by his skepticism. Instead, he
repeats his promise, stating that his
descendants will be as numerous as the stars in
the sky. Then, to make sure Abraham
understands how serious he is, he enters into a
covenant with him (Genesis 15:9-10, 17).

This passage shows us that our God has all the
patience and understanding in the world. It also
shows us that having faith doesn’t mean being
free of all doubts, questions, and fears. That

Khi nghi vé Abraham, chung ta c¢6 xu huéng
nghi vé 6ng nhu mot anh hung dic tin vi dai.
Nhung bai doc hdm nay cho chdng ta mot bic
tranh sic thai hon. Png vay, n6 cho ching ta
biét rang Abraham “dat dtrc tin vao Chua” bat
chap moi nghich canh (St 15,6). Nhung nd
cling cho chung ta thdy mot nguoi dan 6ng day
nghi ngo nhung khong ngai phan nan véi Chia
ma ong duoc kéu goi tin vao.

Abraham hoi Chua, “Nhirng mén qua cta Chia
c6 ich gi, néu con van tiép tuc khong c6 con?”
(St 15,2). Chua da rong luong véi ong va da
bao vé 6ng trong sudt hanh trinh dai dén Dat
Hira, nhung Ngudi van chua ban cho 6ng dira
con trai ma Nguoi dd hia. Vay thi lam sao
Chla c6 thé tao nén “mét dan toc vi dai” tur
6ng néu dng va Sarah cudi cling chét ma khdng
¢ con (12,2)? Ban gan nhu co6 thé hinh dung
ra canh 6ng chi tay bugc toi 1én troi khi ong
bay to su thit vong va bat binh cua minh.

Nhung hay xem Chtia phan tng véi Abraham
nhu thé nao. Nguoi khdng tac gian vi ong
khong biét on. Nguoi khong khién trach nhiing
lo1 xac xuoc cua dng hoic tic gian vi sy hoai
nghi cua 6ng. Thay vao d6, Nguoi lap lai 1oi
hira cua minh, tuyén bd rang con chau 6ng s&
doéng nhu sao trén troi. Sau d6, dé bao dam
Abraham hiéu dugc sy nghiém tic cua Ngudi,
Nguoi da 1ap giao udc véi 6ng (St 15,9-10.
17).

Poan vin nay cho ching ta thiy rang Thién
Chua cua ching ta c6 tat ca su kién nhan va
hiéu biét trén thé giéi. N6 ciing cho chiing ta
thiy rang co duc tin khong c6 nghia 1a thoat
khoi moi nghi ngo, thic mic va ndi so hai.
Diéu d6 c6 nghia 1a ban c6 thé thoai mai trit
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means that you can feel free to pour them all
out to the Lord, just as Abraham did. God
won’t leave you in the dark, with no clue
where to turn next. His guidance is all around
you—in the promptings of the Holy Spirit, in
the wisdom of the Scriptures, in the advice of a
trusted spiritual mentor.

It’s comforting to remember that even after
everything narrated in today’s passage,
Abraham still didn’t know exactly how God’s
promises would come to pass. But he believed
the Lord. He trusted that God was faithful, and
that was enough to help him push through his
worries. May we all follow the example of this
human, faith-filled man!

“Father, you know my doubts and fears. Help
me to trust in your faithful love!”

hét moi ndi nghi ngo, thic mac va ndi so hai
lén Chua, gidng nhu Abraham da lam. Chua s&
khong dé ban trong bong téi, khong biét phai
huéng dén dau tiép theo. Sy hudng dan cua
Nguoi ludn ¢ xung quanh ban - trong su thac
giuc cia Chua Thanh Than, trong su khon
ngoan cua Kinh thanh, trong loi khuyén cua
mot ngudi ¢ van tim linh dang tin cy.

That an i khi nhé rang ngay ca sau moi diéu
dugc ké lai trong doan vin hém nay, Abraham
van khong biét chinh xac nhiing loi hira cia
ChUa s& xay ra nhu thé nao. Nhung 6ng da tin
Chua. Ong tin rang Chua 1a Bang trung tin, va
didu d6 du dé gitp ong vuot qua nhitng lo ling
cua minh. Mong rang tat ca ching ta déu noi
theo tdm guong cua ngudi dan ong day duc tin
nay!

Lay Cha, Cha biét nhitng nghi ngo va ndi so
hdi cua con. Xin gilp con tin vao tinh yéu
trung tin cua Cha!

Mt 7, 15-20 Matthew 7:15-20

Hay coi chirng cac ngdn st gia, nhitng ké ddi 16t chién dén véi anh em (Mt 7,15)

There are plenty of “false prophets” out in the
world—people who spread inaccurate and
harmful messages. These voices can easily lead
us astray if we pay too much attention to them.
This is even more relevant if they seem
sheeplike: calm, innocent, trustworthy.

But what if we change the picture? Imagine
that the voice leading you astray is . . . your
own! “That dessert looks really good; you
should take an extra helping!” “There’s no way
you should forgive her after what she did to
you.” “There’s that beggar again on the same
street corner; why doesn’t he just get a job?”

We know that if we indulge in these wolfish

C6 rat nhiéu “tién tri gia” trén thé gidi - nhiing
nguoi truyén ba nhitng thong diep khdng chinh
X4c va c6 hai. Nhimng tiéng n6i nay co thé dé
dang dan ching ta lac 16i néu ching ta qué chi
¥ dén ching. Piéu ndy tham chi con phu hop
hon néu ho ¢c6 vé gidng con chién: diém tinh,
ngay tho, dang tin cay.

Nhung néu chiing ta thay di hinh anh thi sao?
Hay tudng tuong rang giong ndi khién ban lac
16i 13... cta chinh ban! “Mén trang miéng do
tréng rat ngon; ban nén liy thém mot phan
nita! “Khong doi nao ban nén tha thi cho ¢ ay
sau nhitng gi ¢6 4y da lam voi ban.” “Lai c6
ngudi an may & goc phd do; tai sao anh ta
khong kiém duoc mot cong viéc?

Ching ta biét rang néu chiéu theo nhiing tu

S S 8y Sy By B 0 0 5y By

e
e
L
L
<0
L
L
L
%
L
%
o
&y
S
By
L
B
L
:%i'@
@

7



©)

2o

g
2

if&jj@
%@

@m%mg@%mmmg'?%%%%%%%%%
S (Lb? (‘é&% (‘%&‘%? “@% (‘?@%?J% (L@ (L@ (L@ “%‘%ﬂ%@%@

A LA SR S SR S

thoughts, they will only lead to bad fruit—
selfishness, isolation, bitterness, and sin. But
we also know how easy it is to accept these
thoughts as legitimate because they appear to
come from within our own minds. It’s often a
lot easier to identify the false prophets “out
there” instead.

But Jesus wants us to examine our thoughts.
Not because he’s trying to convince us that
we’re bad people, but because he wants us to
learn to distinguish between these false
prophets’ inner voices and the voice of the
Holy Spirit. Only by taking our thoughts
captive in this way will we be able to hear the
Spirit’s words of encouragement, conviction,
and direction. Only by silencing the wolves
can we hear the Lamb!

So how do you take control of these renegade
thoughts? There are many ways, but none is
quite as powerful as immersing ourselves in
the Scriptures. As we prayerfully ponder the
word of God, we’ll come to see more and more
clearly the difference between godly and not-
so-godly thoughts. Not only that, but we’ll
come to love hearing the Spirit’s voice because
of the fruit he bears in our lives—love, joy,
peace, gentleness, patience, and so much more.

God’s word has the power to silence the false
prophets in your heart. So come and listen—
and let the Spirit set you free!

“Come, Holy Spirit! Help me hear your voice
speaking to me through cyour word!”

tuong s6i mon ndy, ching s& chi dan dén trai
Xau - ich ky, cd lap, cay ddng va toi 16i. Nhung
chung ta cling biét that d& dang dé chip nhan
nhirmg suy nghi nay 1a hgp phéap bai vi chung
duong nhu xuat phat tir trong tam tri caa chinh
ching ta. Thay vao d6, viéc xac dinh cac tién
tri gia “ngoai kia” thuong dé dang hon rat
nhiéu.

Nhung Chua Giésu mudn chdng ta xem xét suy
nghi cua minh. Khong phai vi Ngai cé thuyét
phuc ching ta rang ching ta 1a ngudi xau, ma
vi Ngai muén ching ta hoc cach phan biét giira
tiéng noi bén trong cua nhitng tién tri gia nay
va tiéng noi caa Chla Thanh Than. Chi bang
cach bt giir tu twong caa minh theo cach nay,
ching ta méi ¢6 thé nghe duoc nhitng 15i khich
&, thuyét phuc va huéng dan cua Thanh Linh.
Chi bang cach lam cho bay séi im ling, ching
ta méi c6 thé nghe thay tiéng caa Con Chién!

Vi vay, lam thé nao dé ban kiém soat nhiing
suy nghi ndi loan ndy? C6 nhiéu cach, nhung
khéng c6 cach nao hiéu qua bang viéc dam
minh trong Kinh Thanh. Khi thanh tam suy
gam loi ciia Thién Chua, chiing ta s& ngay cang
thiy rd hon su khac biét giita nhitng y nghi dao
duc va khong dao dtc. Khdng chi vay, ma
ching ta s& thich nghe tiéng néi cia Thanh
Linh vi hoa trai ma Ngai mang lai trong cudc
sdng cua chlng ta - tinh yéu thwong, niém vui,
binh an, diu dang, kién nhan, v.v.

Loi Chua c6 sac manh lam cam lang nhiing
tién tri gia trong long ban. Vi vay, hay dén va
lang nghe - va dé Thanh Linh giai thoat ban!

Lay Chtia Thanh Thén, xin hdy dén! Xin gitp
con nghe tieng Chua noi véi con qua loi Chaal

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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