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Thir Ba, 24-6-2025. Nam C
Tuesday, June-24-2025. Year C
Tuén 12 Thuong Nién
L& Sinh Nhat Thanh Gioan Tay Gia

Is 49, 1-6 Isaiah 49:1-6
Purc Chua da goi toi (Is 49,1)

Today we celebrate the birth of a great hero—
John the Baptist, the herald of the Messiah.
Unlike the ancient Roman heralds, John didn’t
travel the land announcing royal proclamations
or engaging in diplomacy. Rather, he remained
on the outskirts, in the desert of Judea, where
the people flocked to him. And instead of
speaking for Herod, the king, he spoke against
him, calling him to repent (Luke 3:19).

Still, John was the perfect herald because he
spoke for the Lord. He called the entire people
of Israel to prepare for the arrival of their true
King (Mark 1:2-4). He engaged with people
from all walks of life and explained what it
would look like for them to repent (Luke 3:10-
14). And like a faithful herald, he knew that he
was only a messenger; the One he was
heralding was on the horizon (John 3:22-30).

Your own Baptism calls you to be a herald of
Jesus, just as John was. That means that
today’s first reading applies to you just as
much as it applied to him: “The Lord has
spoken who formed me as his servant from the
womb” (Isaiah 49:5). God has formed you into
the person you are, and he has called you to
announce the presence of his Son!

So how can you be a herald of the Lord?
Consider the day ahead of you. Picture the
people you are likely to encounter today. Will
you have any opportunities to share your faith

HO6m nay chdng ta mung ngay sinh cua mét
anh hung vi dai — thanh Gioan tay gia, st gia
cua Dang Messia. Khdng giéng nhu nhitng st
gia La Ma cb dai, Gioan khong di khip dat
nuée dé céng b nhitng 10i tuyén bd caa hoang
gia hay tham gia vao cac hoat dong ngoai giao.
Thay vao d6, 6ng ¢ lai vung ngoai 0, trong sa
mac Giudéa, noi moi nguoi do x6 dén véi ong.
Va thay vi noi thay cho Hérédé, nha vua, 6ng
da noi chong lai 6ng, kéu goi 6ng an nin (Lc
3,19).

Tuy nhién, Gioan la st gia hoan hao vi dng da
n6i thay cho Chua. Ong da kéu goi toan thé
dan Israel chuan bi cho sy xuét hién cua Vua
thuc sy cua ho (Mc 1,2-4). Ong di giao luu véi
moi ngudi tir moi tang 16p x& hoi va giai thich
cho ho biét viéc an nin s& nhu thé nao (Lc
3,10-14). Va gidng nhu mot st gia trung thanh,
6ng biét rang dng chi 14 mot st gia; Pang ma
ong dang rao giang dang ¢ ngay truéc mat (Ga
3,22-30).

Lé rira toi cua riéng ban kéu goi ban tro thanh
si gia ciia Chlia Giésu, giéng nhu Gioan. Piéu
do6 c6 nghia 1a bai doc mot hdm nay ap dung
cho ban ciing gidng nhu ap dung cho Chua:
“Chta da dung nén toi lam toi t¢ Nguoi tur
trong long me” (Is 49,5). Chaa da dung nén
ban thanh con nguoi nhu ban hién tai, va
Ngudi da goi ban dé loan béo sy hién dién cua
Con Nguoi!

Vay lam sao ban c6 thé tro thanh si gia cua
Chua? Hay nghi dén ngay sap t6i cua ban. Hay
hinh dung nhitng ngudi ma ban ¢ thé gap hom
nay. Ban c6 co hoi nao dé chia sé duc tin cua
minh vai ho khéng - qua loi ndi hoac chang tu
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with them—through your words or your
witness? Ask the Spirit to be present in your
conversations with them, maybe to spark a
deeper hunger for Christ in them or to open a
door that you might be able to walk through
with them. Then, as you interact with people,
remember what you asked the Lord to help you
do. As you stay alert to the Spirit, you will
sense his guidance.

Whether you are heading into a stressful
meeting, running errands, or managing family
responsibilities, you can have confidence that
God has called you to be his herald. Even if
Jesus’ coming into those interactions is quiet or
hidden, it is no less momentous. So take
inspiration from John the Baptist, and embrace
your mission!

'3’

“Jesus, help me to be your herald today

cua ban? Hay cau xin Chta Thanh Than hién
dién trong cac cudc tro chuyén cua ban véi ho,
c6 thé 1a dé khoi day long khao khét sau sic
hon di véi Chla Kitd trong ho hoic mo ra
mét canh cira ma ban c6 thé ciing ho budc qua.
Sau do, khi ban tuong tac v&i moi ngudi, hady
nhé lai nhitng gi ban da cau xin Chua gidp ban
lam. Khi ban luén canh giac véi Chia Théanh
Than, ban s& cam nhan duoc sy huéng dan cua
Nguoi.

Cho di ban dang chuin bi cho mot cudc hop
cang thang, chay viéc vit hay quan ly trach
nhiém gia dinh, ban cd thé tin rang Chta di goi
ban tro thanh st gia cia Nguoi. Ngay ca khi sy
xuat hién cua Chia Giésu trong nhimg tuong
tac d6 1a lang I& hay an gidu, thi n6 van khang
kém phan quan trong. Vi vay, hdy lay cam
hirng tir Gioan tay gia va nam iy st ménh cua
ban!

Lay Chua Giésu, xin hay gitp con trd thanh st
gia caa Chua ngay hém nay!

Lc1,57-66. 80 Luke 1:57-66, 80
Gioan ¢ trong sa mac (Lc 1,80)

God works powerfully in the desert. In the
desert, God led his people out of slavery from
Egypt. Stripped of food and shelter, the
Israelites met their Lord, and he set them free
(Exodus 14). In the desert, Jesus fasted and
prayed as he contended with the devil
(Matthew 4:1-11). He emerged victorious and
began to work mighty deeds. The desert is a
place of great difficulty, but one filled with
deep encounters with God.

On today’s feast of the birth of John the
Baptist, we remember that God led him to the
desert to prepare him for his mission. Wearing
uncomfortable camel’s hair and living on
“locusts and wild honey” (Matthew 3:4), he

Thién Chula hoat dong manh mé trong sa mac.
Trong sa mac, Thién Chitia di dan dat dan Ngai
thoat khoi canh né 1€ & Ai Cap. Bi tudc doat
luong thuc va noi ¢, dan Israel gap Chuia cua
ho va dugc Ngai giai thoat (Xh 14). Trong sa
mac, Chtia Giésu an chay va cau nguyén khi
chién dau véi ma quy (Mt 4,1-11). Ngai da
chién thing va bat dau thyc hién nhitng hanh
dong vi dai. Sa mac la mét noi vo cung kho
khan, nhung lai 1a noi chira dung nhitng cudc
gap g& sAu sac voi Thién Chua.

Hom nay 1& sinh nhat thanh Gioan Tay Gia,
chang ta nhé rang Thién Chua di dan 6ng vao
sa mac dé chuan bi cho st mang cua 6ng. Mic
bo 16ng lac da kho chiu va sdng bang “chau
chau va mat ong rimg” (Mt 3.4), ong di chu y
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made a deliberate choice to turn away from the
comforts of the material world to experience
God’s provision in the spiritual.

John was known for seeking the Lord through
fasting and prayer, and believers like us
throughout the centuries have followed his
lead. In these “deserts,” we can retreat from the
world, fast from temporary comforts, and seek
the eternal God. So often, our daily lives are
filled with noise, distractions, and temptations
that clutter our minds and muddy our spiritual
senses. But as St. Augustine says, “Fasting
cleanses the soul, raises the mind . . ., [and]
scatters the clouds” of our fallen desires.

Sometimes God calls us to deliberately reject
the pleasures of the world to seek him. Other
times we experience a “desert” simply through
the difficulties in our lives. These hardships
separate us from our usual means of comfort or
sources of strength, but they can also stir up
our longing for God. They can help us discover
that God remains close to us, even amid our
hardships, and that we can always depend on
his grace.

Today, thank God for the witness of John the
Baptist. And the next time you come face-to-
face with hardship, follow his example.
Embrace the desert! Seek the Lord and
discover all he that he has for you.

“John, herald of the Messiah, pray for me that I
may find grace in the desert.”

lya chon roi xa nhiing tién nghi cua thé gisi vat
chat dé‘ trai nghiém su quan phong cua Thién
Chula vé mat tam linh.

Gioan ndi tiéng 1a ngudi tim kiém Chua qua
viéc an chay va cau nguyén, va nhimg nguoi
tin Chaa nhu ching ta trong suét nhiéu thé ky
d3a noi theo sy huwéng dan cua ong. Trong
nhitng “sa mac” ndy, chung ta c6 thé rat lui
khoi thé gian, an chay nhiing tién nghi tam bo
va tim kiém Thién Chaa vinh ctu. Rét thuong
xuyén, cudc séng hang ngay cuaa ching ta tran
ngap tiéng on, su xao lang va cam dd 1am xao
tron tdm tri va lam mo céc gidc quan tam linh
cua chung ta. Nhung nhu thanh Augustiné noi:
“An chay lam sach tam hon, nang cao tam tri. .
., [va] xua tan nhitng dam may” cua nhing
ham muén toi 16i caa ching ta.

Doi khi Thién Chtia kéu goi chiing ta cé tinh tir
bo nhitng tha vui tran thé dé tim kiém Ngai.
Nhitng lGc khéc, ching ta trai qua “sa mac” chi
vi nhitng kho khin trong cudc séng. Nhiing
kho khin nay tach chiing ta ra khoi nguon an i
hay ngudén sac manh théng thuong, nhung
chung ciing c¢6 thé khoi day long khao khat
Chua cia chiing ta. Ching c6 thé gitp ching ta
kham pha ra rang Thién Chda van & gan chlng
ta, ngay ca khi ching ta gap kh6 khan, va
ching ta luén cd thé trong cay vao an sung cua
Ngai.

HOom nay, hdy ta on Chua vi chung t&4 cua
Gioan Tay Gia. Va lan t6i khi ban d6i mat voi
kho khan, hay noi guong ong ay. Hay chao don
sa mac! Hay tim kiém Chta va kham pha tat ca
nhitng gi Ngai danh cho ban.

Lay thanh Gioan, st gia cia Pang Thién Sai,
hdy cau bau cho con dé con co thé tim thay an
sung trong sa mac.

) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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