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Tha Bay, 23-8-2025. Niam C
Saturday, August-23-2025. Year C
Tuan 20 Thwong Nién

Mt 23, 1-12 Matthew 23:1-12

Ai ha minh xudng sé dwgc nang 1én (Mt 23,12)

Yesterday’s first reading described Ruth’s
loyalty to her mother-in-law, Naomi. Today, we
hear about Ruth’s humility. In order to provide
food for herself and Naomi, she asks to glean
whatever bits of grain harvesters had left
behind in a local field. Not only was it
backbreaking work, but it put Ruth—a
beautiful young woman—at risk of assault. But
when the landowner, Boaz, learned about Ruth
and her dedication to Naomi, he was so moved
that he fell in love with her.

What a contrast between Ruth and the scribes
and Pharisees in today’s Gospel! Jesus rebukes
them for being more concerned with their
prestige than with easing other people’s
burdens (Matthew 23:3-7). And he ends with
words that continue to speak to us today:
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled; but
whoever humbles himself will be exalted”
(23:12).

Don’t these words describe Ruth perfectly?
She had humbled herself to care for Naomi,
and God exalted her by giving her a husband
and a child. And not just any child, but one
who would become the grandfather of King
David! God didn’t just “repay” Ruth; he
grafted her into the family tree of Jesus, the
Messiah.

This is the measure of the generosity of our
God. Ruth didn’t perform any miracles. She
didn’t have visions of angels or hear messages
from the Lord. She simply put Naomi’s needs
before her own and humbly dedicated herself
to meeting those needs. She had no guarantees;
she only had loyalty to her mother-in-law and
faith in Naomi’s God. And her faith did not go

Bai doc mot hém qua md ta long trung thanh
cia Rat v6i me chong, Naomi. Hom nay,
ching ta nghe vé su khiém nhuong cua Rut.
Pé kiém thirc an cho minh va Naomi, ¢ di xin
dugc nhat nhitng mau lGa mi con sét lai trén
canh dong dia phuong. Khong chi la cdng viéc
nang nhoc, ma con khién Rat - mot phu nit tré
xinh dep - c6 nguy co bi tan cong. Nhung khi
cha dét, Boaz, biét vé RUt va su tan tuy cua cd
danh cho Naomi, 6ng da rat xic dong dén ndi
phai long co.

That la mot su twong phan gitta RUt va cac
kinh su va ngudi Phariséu trong Tin mung hdm
nay! Chla Giésu khién trach ho vi quan tam
dén danh tiéng cia minh hon 1a viéc giup d&
nguoi khac (Mt 23,3-7). Va Nguoi két thic
bang nhitng 161 van con néi véi chling ta ngay
nay: “Ai ton minh 1én s& bi ha xudng; nhung ai
ha minh xuéng s& duoc ton 1én” (23,12).

Nhitng loi nay khong phai la mo ta hoan hao
vé ROt sao? Ba d3 ha minh dé chim soc
Naomi, va Chua di ton vinh ba bang cach ban
cho ba mot nguoi chong va mot dira con. Va
khong phai bat ky dtra con nao, ma la mot dua
tré¢ s€ tro thanh éng noi cua Vua Pavit! Chua
khong chi “tra on” RUt; Nguoi da ghép ba vao
cdy gia pha cua Chua Giésu, Pang Messia.

bay la thuéc do long quang dai cta Chda
ching ta. Rat khéng thuc hién bat ky phép la
nao. Ba khdng c6 thi kién vé cac thién than hay
nghe thong di¢p tu Chua. Ba chi don gian dat
nhu cau cua Naomi Ién trén nhu cau cua minh
va khiém nhuodng cong hién ban than dé dap
tng nhiing nhu cau d6. Ba khong co sy dam
bao nado; ba chi co long trung thanh vai me
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§$ unrewarded. chdng va dirc tin vao Chla cua Naomi. Va duc g&‘
% tin cua ba da dugc dén dap. &
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% Ruth shows us that pleasing the Lord doesn’t | RUt cho Chl]ng_ ta théy rang lam dep long Chla %

&‘ have to be complicated. It doesn’t take a | khdng nhat thiét phai phtrc tap. N6 khong doi ﬂ‘
soaring intellect or a superhero’s strength. It | hoi tri tué siéu viét hay sirc manh cua mot siéu ?

just takes trying our best to honor him in | anh hing. N6 chi can ching ta cb ging hét suc %%(‘

> prayer, caring for the people around us, and | dé ton vinh Ngudi trong 10i cau nguyén, quan %
&

$ choosing the path of humble service. And | tim dén nhitng nguoi xung quanh va lya chon %%Q
® when we fall short, it just takes a simple | con duong phuc vu khiém nhuong. Va khi %‘
confession of our sins and trust in God’s | chang ta pham Ioi, chi can mét 1oi tha nhan | &
g God will exalt us. thuong x6t ciia Chia. Chi can ha minh xuéng -
g

va Chua s& nang ching ta Ién. q"’(%
L

“Father, help me to imitate Ruth’s humble trust | Lay Cha, xin gitp con noi theo long tin khiém %
in you.” nhuong cua ba Rut vao Cha. tee (‘
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%%‘ mercy. It just takes humbling ourselves—and | don gian vé toi 13i cia minh va tin vao long %{a‘%&‘
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) Nguén: the word among us 9=
Chuyén ngii: Linh muc Phaolé Vi Bac Thanh, SDD. %@%1‘
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