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Thir Ba, 22-7-2025. Nam C
Tuesday, July-22-2025. Year C
Tuan 16 Thuong Nién
L& Kinh Thanh nir Maria Madaléna

Dc 3,14 ) Song of Songs 3:1-4
Toi da tim kiem ngwoi (Dc 3,1)

Mary Magdalene, whose feast we celebrate
today, is one of the most iconic examples of
someone who ‘“sought” Jesus throughout her
life (Song of Songs 3:1). And that dedication
has made her a model for all of us!

We first meet Mary in the Gospel of Luke, as
one of the women who accompanied Jesus and
his apostles from Galilee to Jerusalem (8:1-3).
The fact that Jesus had delivered her from
seven demons must have ignited a fire in her
that moved her to follow him in the first place.
The fact that she helped finance his ministry
tells us she was probably well-off. It also tells
us that she used her wealth in an intentional
and selfless way. She wasn’t some starstruck
admirer of Jesus; she was willing to make
sacrifices for him. She knew that seeking the
Lord meant giving of herself, and she did it
gladly.

As a disciple of Jesus, Mary attached herself to
a group of fishermen, zealots, and reformed tax
collectors. This is not the kind of company you
would expect a woman to keep! But it is the
kind of company that Jesus tended to attract.
Mary knew how much she needed Jesus, and
so she joined this group of tradesmen and
clung to him through thick and thin. Like them,
she followed Jesus throughout Galilee and all
the way to Jerusalem, witnessing his miracles
and letting his teaching seep into her soul.

Even in Jerusalem, Mary continued to cling to

Maria Madaléna, ngudi ma ching ta mung 18
hdm nay, la mot trong nhitng vi du tiéu biéu
nhat v& mot ngudi da “tim kiém” Chia Giésu
trong sudt cudc doi cua ba (Dc 3,1). Va sy tan
tuy d6 da bién ba thanh miu guong cho tat ca
chdng ta!

Lan dau tién chung ta gap Maria trong Tin
mung Luca, la mot trong nhitng nguoi phu ni
di cing Chuia Giésu va céc tong do cua Ngudi
tr Galilé dén Giérusalem (8,1-3). Viéc Chua
Giésu da giai thoat ba khoi bay quy han da
thap 1én ngon lira trong ba khién ba quyét dinh
di theo Nguoi ngay tir dau. Viéc ba gidp tai trg
cho sir vy cia Ngudi cho ching ta biét rang ba
c6 18 khé gia. Piéu d6 ciing cho ching ta biét
rang ba da sir dung sy giau c¢6 ctia minh mot
cach cé chu dich va vi tha. Ba khong phai la
nguoi ngudng moé Chia Giésu; ba san sang hy
sinh vi Nguoi. Ba biét rang tim kiém Chua c6
nghia 1a hy sinh ban than, va ba da vui vé lam
diéu do.

La mot moén dé cua Chua Giésu, Maria da gan
b6 véi mot nhom ngu dan, nhitng ngudi cudng
tin va nhitng nguoi thu thué cai cach. Pay
khong phai la kiéu ban bé ma ban mong doi
mot ngudi phu nir s& gidr! Nhung d6 1a kiéu
ban bé ma Chua Giésu thuong thu hat. Maria
biét minh can Chua Giésu dén miic nao, vi vay
ba da gia nhdp nhém thuong nhan nay va bam
chit 1ay Nguoi qua moi thing tram. Gidng nhu
ho, ba da theo Chiia Giésu khip Galilé va dén
tan Giérusalem, chung kién nhiing phép la cua
Ngudi va dé 10i day cia Nguoi thim vao tam
hon ba.

Ngay ca & Giérusalem, Maria van tiép tuc bam
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the Lord. Nothing could deter her: not the | chit ldy Chia. Khong gi c6 thé ngin can ba: %
%{ opposition of the chief priests, not his somber | khéng phai sy phan dbi cua cac thay té 18 ca, %
(‘ words at the Last Supper, not even his arrest | khong phai nhirng loi buon ba caa Ngudi trong %
% and crucifixion. She was one of the few | Bita Tiéc Ly, tham chi khong phai viéc Nguoi c?%i
&‘ disciples who risked her own safety by | bi bat va bi dong dinh. Ba 1a mot trong so it ﬂ‘
ha standing by him on Calvary. And she was | mon d¢ da liéu minh dé sat canh cing Ngudi | 7
?@%‘ rewarded by becoming the first witness to his | trén doi Canvé. Va ba da duoc dén dap khi tro %@‘
S

) resurrection and the “Apostle to the Apostles.” | thanh nhan chimg dau tién cho sy phuc sinh >

Qe cua Nguoi va la “Téng d6 ctia cac Tong do6”. q
2 AT -
S x : A Ny S
Fy Neu Maria Madaléna con ¢ day voi ching ta %%
% If Mary Magdalene were with us today, she | ngay nay, ba s& bao chlng ta hay tiep tuc tim ﬂ‘
? would tell us to keep seeking Jesus with all our | kiem Chua Giésu bang ca tam long, giong nhu ?

4 R« hearts, just as she did. She would tell us about | ba da lam. Ba s€ ké cho ching ta nghe ve niem g%(‘
) the joy she felt when, having sought him so | vui ma ba cam thay, sau khi tim kiem Nguoi %
RS faithfully, she found him—and having found | mét cach trung thanh, ba da tim thay Nguoi - %
%‘:2 (‘ him, she found salvation. va khi da tim thay Nguoi, ba da tim thay sy | S (‘
7 chu ri. 7
Hy L
?q& “Lord, I will seek you all the days of my life!” | Lay Chda, con s& tim kiém Chua sudt ca cudc ?
= (‘ doi con! %(‘
e O
e <
o)

?Q Ga20,1-2.11-18 John 20:1-2, 11-18 ) ?R
T (‘ Maria Madaléna den m¢ tir sang sém, khi trai con toi (Ga 20,1) %(‘
= S
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% Mary Magdalene, whose feast we celebrate | Maria Madalena, ngudi ma ching ta mung 1é %
¢ today, had been living in torment. We know | hom nay, d song trong dau kho. Chung ta biét g:i‘

%‘g this because she is described as one of the | dieéu nay bdi vi ba dugc md ta la mot trong @r@%
i@ Galilean women who had been following Jesus | nhitng phu nit Galilé da theo Chua Giésu va %ij (‘
A and “from whom seven demons had gone out” | “da dugc Chua trir khoi bay quy” (Lc 8,2). | Z
%@R« (Luke 8:2). We don’t know what this torment | Chlng ta khdng biét sy dau kho nay lién quan %@‘
involved, but we do know that once she was | dén diéu gi, nhung ching ta biét rang khi thoat | $=

% free of it, Mary was completely transformed. | khoi su dau khd d6, Maria da hoan toan duoc %&.%
& She began to accompany Jesus and the Twelve, | bién dbi. Ba bat dau déng hanh cung Chla ()

©) =
ggq and together with the other women, “provided | Giésu va Nhém Mudi Hai, va cung véi nhiing C?%
@ for them out of their resources” (8:3). nguoi phu nir khac, “chu cap cho cac ngai i&‘
S . 2 9

7 nhiing gi ho c6” (8,3).
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© After Mary left everything to follow Jesus, she | Sau khi Maria tir bo moi sy dé theo Chla |

EX would have spent her days listening to his | Giésu, c6 s& danh ca ngay dé ling nghe nhirng %
(‘ teachings, witnessing his miracles, and | loi day cua Ngai, ching kien nhitng phép la g&‘

©

g’&% observing closely how he treated people with | cua Ngai va quan sat ky cach Ngai doi xu vdi g&%
fjg(‘ compassion. Today’s Gospel tells us that after | moi nguoi bang I(‘)ng‘ trac an. Tin Mung hom fﬁj(‘
? < Jesus’ death, she was the first to go to his | nay ké cho chung ta rang sau cai chét cua Chua 9
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tomb—“early in the morning, while it was still
dark” (John 20:1). Mary’s belief in Jesus had
not diminished, not even in the face of the
horror of his crucifixion, the injustice he had
endured, and the danger she was now facing as
one of his followers. She just had to go and
take care of the body of the One who had
delivered her!

What made Mary Magdalene so unwavering?
Likely, she remembered what life was like
before she met the Lord. She remembered the
turmoil, the oppression, and the damage that
she had endured—and the pain she likely
caused others. Her gratitude at being freed
from the seven demons outweighed any shame
or regret she felt about her past. Mary
relentlessly followed Jesus, supported him, and
cared for him, even when no one else joined
her.

We, too, have many, many reasons to be
grateful for the ways Jesus has transformed our
lives. Our gratitude can help us to push aside
any regret, shame, grief, or fear that may be
keeping us from seeking after Jesus with our
whole hearts. May we pursue him with the
same passion and persistence as Mary did. He
is worth all that we can give him!

“Lord, I stand in gratitude today for all that
you have done for me. | want to follow you
today with passion, wherever you lead me.”

Giésu, ba 1a ngudi dau tién dén mo Ngai — “lic
sang som, llc troi con t6i” (Ga 20,1). Niém tin
cuia Maria vao Chua Giésu khdng hé suy giam,
ngay ca khi d6i mat véi ndi kinh hoang vé viéc
Ngai bj dong dinh, su bat cong ma Ngai da
phai chiu dung va méi nguy hiém ma ba dang
phai d6i mat véi tu cach 1a mét trong nhing
ngudi theo Ngai. Ba chi can di cham soc thi thé
cua Pang da giai ciru ba!

Diéu gi dd khién Maria Madalena kién dinh
dén vay? Rat co thé ba di nhd lai cudc song
nhu thé nao truéc khi ba gap Chla. Ba nhd lai
su hon loan, ap bic va ton hai ma ba da phai
chiu dung - va ndi dau ma ba co thé da gay ra
cho nguoi khéc. Long biét on cia ba khi dugc
giai thoat khoi bay con quy Ién hon bt ky su
xau ho hay héi tiéc ndo ma co cam thay vé qua
khu ctaa minh. Maria khéng ngung di theo
Chua Giésu, nang d& va cham séc Ngai, ngay
ca khi khéng cé ai khac & bén ba.

Chung ta ciing c6 rat nhiéu 1y do dé biét on
nhitng cach Chua Giésu di bién ddi cudc doi
ching ta. Long biét on c6 thé gitp ching ta gat
bo moi hdi tiéc, xau hd, dau budn hoic s hai
c6 thé khién ching ta khong thé hét long tim
kiém Chua Giésu. Cau mong chung ta theo
dubi Ngai v6i niém dam mé va su Kkién tri
gidng nhu Maria da lam. Ngai ximg dang voi
tat ca nhiing gi chling ta c6 thé cho Ngai!

Lay Chta, hdm nay con to long biét on vi tat
ca nhitng gi Chua da lam cho con. Hom nay
con mudn theo Chda véi niém dam mé, bat cu
noi nao Chua dan con di.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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