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Thir Tw, 18-6-2025. Nam C
Wednesday, June-18-2025. Year C
Tuan 11 Thwong Nién

2Cr 9, 6-11 2 Corinthians 9:6-11
Al gieo nhieu thi gat nhieu (2Cr 9,6)

We don’t often think of Paul as a fundraiser,
but that was a role that he took up as he visited
the churches he had already established. The
money he raised was for the believers in
Jerusalem, who were living through a series of
famines and economic hardships that had hit
the region. So in today’s passage, we encounter
Paul asking the Corinthians to contribute
generously to the collection for their brothers
and sisters in Christ. Using a farming
metaphor, he assures them, “Whoever sows
bountifully will also reap bountifully” (2
Corinthians 9:6).

Every farmer knows that if you want a good
crop, you have to be willing to spend money
on quality seeds. And once you’ve purchased
those seeds, you have to “lose” them by
sowing them into the soil and waiting. If
you're a good farmer, you’re relatively
confident. You know that “losing” your seeds
isn’t really a loss. You trust in the vitality of the
seeds and the soil; everything will work out.

Similarly, Paul says, the Corinthians can give
confidently to the church in Jerusalem. They’ll
reap a bountiful harvest if they do. Not because
God owes them anything, but because of the
vitality of the seeds of generosity and solidarity
they are sowing. He assures them that God sees
their acts of kindness, and he “is able to make
every grace abundant” for them as they give
freely and with open hearts (2 Corinthians 9:8).

What Paul said about the collection we can

Chang ta khong thuong nghi Phaol6 1a nguoi
gay quy, nhung do la vai tro ma 6ng dam nhan
khi dén tham cac hoi thanh ma 6ng di thanh
lap. Sb tién 6ng quyén gop duoc la danh cho
cac tin htru & Giérusalem, nhirng nguoi dang
phai trai qua mot loat nan doi va kho khan kinh
té da anh hudng dén khu vuc nay. Vi vay, trong
doan trich hdm nay, chiing ta thiy Phaold yéu
cau nguoi Corintd dong gop quang dai vao quy
quyén gop cho anh chi em trong Chda Kit6. St
dung phép an du vé nghé néng, 6ng bao dam
V6i ho rang: “Ai gieo nhiéu thi s& gat nhiéu”
(2Cr 9,6).

Moi nguoi nong dan déu biét rang néu mudn
c6 mot vu mla boi thu, ban phai san sang chi
tién mua hat giéng chat lugng. Va sau khi da
mua nhitng hat giéng d6, ban phai “mat” chiing
bang céch gieo ching xuéng dat va cho doi.
Néu ban 1a mot ngudi ndng dan gioi, ban s&
khé ty tin. Ban biét rang “mét” hat giéng cua
minh thuc sy khdng phai 1a mat mat. Ban tin
tuong vao suc sdng cua hat gidng va dat dai;
moi tht s& n thoa.

Tuong tu nhu vay, Phaol6 noi, nguoi Corintd
c6 thé tu tin dang hién cho hoi thanh ¢
Giérusalem. Ho s€ gat hai dugc mot vu mua
boi thu néu ho lam vay. Khéng phai vi Chia ng
ho bit ctr diéu gi, ma vi sic sdng cua nhiing
hat giéng quang dai va doan két ma ho dang
gieo. Ong dam bao vai ho rang Chia nhin thiy
nhitng hanh dong tir té caa ho, va Ngudi “co
thé 1am cho moi an sang tré nén ddi dao” cho
ho khi ho dang hién mét cach tu do va vai tim
Iong rong mo (2Cr 9,8).

Nhiing gi Phaolo noi vé viéc quyén gop ma
chlng ta c6 thé dé dang ap dung vao cudc song
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easily apply to our life of discipleship. The
seed we have is the seed of the gospel message,
and that’s the most powerful and most life-
giving seed the world has ever known. There’s
no such thing as waste when you sow this seed.
Whether it’s in acts of service, in sharing your
faith, in prayers of intercession, or in giving to
the poor, you can be confident that your seeds
will do what all seeds do—grow and bear fruit.

So sow generously! Give from the abundance
the Lord has given you: your money, your
time, and your talents. Every time you do,
you’ll be revealing God’s merciful love to
someone who needs it.

“Thank you, Lord, for calling me to sow seeds
of the gospel!”

mén dé cua minh. Hat gidng ma ching ta c6 1a
hat giéng cua sir diép Tin mung, va dé 1a hat
gidng manh mé& nhat va mang lai su séng nhat
ma thé gidi tung biét d&én. Khong c6 gi la lang
phi khi ban gieo hat gidng nay. Cho du d6 la
trong cac hanh dong phuc vy, trong viéc chia
sé dirc tin cua ban, trong nhitng 1oi cau nguyén
chuyén cau hay trong viéc giap d& nguoi
nghéo, ban cd thé tin chic rang hat gidng cua
ban s& lam dugc nhiing gi tat ca céc hat gidng
déu 1am - nay mam va két trai.

Vi vay, hdy gieo mot cach quang dai! Hay cho
di tr su du dat ma Chta da ban cho ban: tién
bac, thoi gian va tai nang ctia ban. Mdi lan ban
lam nhu vay, ban s€ bay to tinh yéu thuong x6t
cua Chta cho nhitng ai can dén.

Lay Chua, con cam on Chua da goi con gieo
hat giong Tin mung!

Mt 6, 1-6. 16-18 Matthew 6:1-6, 16-18
Khi lam viéc lanh phuc dic, anh em phai coi
(Mt 6,1)

chirng, ché c¢6 phd trwong cho thién ha thiy

Image is everything. At least that’s what a
famous camera advertisement proclaimed
decades ago. The camera would give you a
perfect image—sharp focus, flawless contrast,
and saturated color. But our modern
experience, especially from social media, tells
us that there’s usually a lot more going on that
an image can’t capture.

For God, image isn’t everything. What matters
to him goes far deeper than appearances. That’s
why, in today’s Gospel, Jesus warns his
disciples in three different ways “not to
perform righteous deeds in order that people
may see them” (Matthew 6:1; see 6:2, 5, and
16). The examples of “righteous deeds” that
Jesus talks about—prayer, fasting, and

almsgiving—might have you feeling as if it

Hinh anh 4 tat ca moi thu. it nhat d6 1a diéu
ma maot quang cao may anh noi tiéng da tuyén
bd cach day nhiéu thap ky. May anh s& mang
lai cho ban hinh anh hoan hao - tiéu diém sic
nét, do twong phan hoan hao va mau sic bo
hoa. Nhung trai nghiém hién dai cta chung ta,
dic biét 1a tr mang xa hoi, cho ching ta biét
rang thuong co rat nhiéu diéu dang dién ra ma
hinh anh khéng thé nam bat duoc.

Doi véi Chua, hinh anh khong phai 13 tat ca.
Diéu quan trong véi Ngai con siu xa hon vé bé
ngoai. Do 1a 1y do tai sao, trong Tin Mwing hém
nay, Chiia Giésu canh béo cac mon dé bang ba
cach khac nhau “khong dwoc lam viéc phuc
dic dé nguoi ta thiy” (Mt 6,1; xem 6,2. 5 va
16). Nhitng vi du vé “viéc lanh” ma Chua
Giésu néi dén - cau nguyén, an chay va bb thi -
c6 thé khién ban cam thdy nhu thé d6 1a Mua
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should be Lent. But his point spans all
liturgical seasons and all types of sacrifices
you might offer to the Lord: do it without
fanfare, and your Father, who sees in secret,
will “repay” you (6:4, 6, 18).

Of course, it can be gratifying to be noticed
and even praised for doing something good.
That’s not necessarily a bad thing. The danger
lies in allowing recognition from other people
to become the main motivation for our actions.
Because it’s not the approval of other people
that we should be looking for when we’re
doing something for God. It’s the joy and
satisfaction that come from becoming an
instrument of his blessing.

Our Father in heaven sees the sacrifices we
make “in secret” (Matthew 6:6). He is the
audience that matters; he is the One we are
trying to please. And as we cultivate the habit
of performing good deeds for his eyes alone,
we will find that he “repays” us with a
deepening love for him and for the people we
serve.

Our growth in holiness has little to do with
flashy appearances or impressive
demonstrations of devotion. It consists in
offering our hearts without fanfare to God, who
sees and treasures not an external image, but
what lies within.

“Heavenly Father, I want all of my actions to
be for you and pleasing to you.”

Chay. Nhung quan diém cua Ngai bao gém tat
ca cac mua phung vu va tat ca cac loai hy sinh
ma ban cé thé dang 1én Chua: hiy lam diéu dé
ma khong phé truong, va Cha cua ban, Pang
thau suét trong bi mat, s& “tra cong” cho ban
(6,4. 6. 18).

Tat nhién, ban c6 thé cam thdy hai long khi
duogc chd y va tham chi dugc khen ngoi vi da
lam duoc diéu gi d6 tot. Do khong han 1a mot
diéu xau. Biéu nguy hiém nam & viéc cho phép
su cong nhan cua nguoi khac tré thanh dong
luc chinh cho hanh dong cua chung ta. Bai vi
diéu chdng ta nén tim kiém khong phai la su
chap thuan cua nguoi khac khi lam diéu gi d6
cho Chuia. D6 1a niém vui va sy man nguyén
dén tir viéc tré thanh cong cu ban phudc lanh
cua Ngai.

Cha ching ta ¢ trén troi nhin thay nhiing hy
sinh ma chdng ta thuc hién “mét cach kin dao”
(Mt 6,6). Ngai la khan gia quan trong; Ngai la
Péang ma chung ta dang ¢ gang lam hai long.
Va khi chung ta nuéi dudng théi quen lam viéc
tét chi vi doi mat cua Ngai, ching ta s& thay
rang Ngai “dap tra” chung ta bang maot tinh yéu
sau dam danh cho Ngai va nhitng nguoi ching
ta phuc vu.

Su tang trudng trong su thanh thién cua chdng
ta khong lién quan nhiéu dén vé bé ngoai hao
nhoéang hay nhiing biéu hién sung kinh day an
tugng. N6 bao gom viéc dang hién tm hon
ching ta mot cach khong pho truong cho Thién
Chua, Pang nhin thdy va quy trong khong phai
hinh anh bén ngoai ma la nhiing gi nam bén
trong.

Lay Cha trén troi, con muén moi hanh dong
cua con la vi Cha va lam vui long Cha.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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