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Thir Tw, 13-8-2025. Nam C
Wednesday, August-13-2025. Year C
Tuan 19 Thwong Nién

Mt 18, 15-20 Matthew 18:15-20

O dau co6 hai hay ba ngudi hop lai nhan danh Thay, thi Thiy sé & giira ho (Mt 18,20)

An elderly woman is slowly losing touch with
reality. She doesn’t know that she is in her own
apartment, and this makes her anxious. So her
son kneels down beside her, holds her hand,
and they pray. Her face relaxes, and she feels
reassured. Together they rejoice—Jesus is in
their midst!

Jesus wants to reassure us with his presence,
too. He is always “in the midst” of us
whenever we gather to pray together (Matthew
18:20). It delights him to see his sons and
daughters turn to him as one, united both in
their devotion and their intention to seek him.
And these prayers are powerful! As Jesus tells
his disciples in today’s Gospel, “If two of you
agree on earth about anything for which they
are to pray, it shall be granted to them by my
heavenly Father” (Matthew 18:19).

How do you “gather to pray” with someone
else? Of course, you worship each week at
Mass with your fellow parishioners. You may
sit in Adoration with others in the church. You
may even lift up a specific need to the Lord
during a family Rosary. We all know and can
trust that Jesus is with us in a special way
whenever we gather like this.

But there’s another way we can “gather” in
prayer—by simply offering to pray with
someone else in a less formal setting. If you’re
not used to doing this, it might seem awkward
at first. But people rarely refuse such prayers.

Mot ba ldo dang dan mat di su két ndi véi thuc
tai. Ba khong biét rang minh dang ¢ trong cin
ho cua chinh minh, va diéu nay khién ba lo
ling. Vi vay, con trai ba quy xuéng bén canh
ba, ndm tay ba va ho cau nguyén. Khubén mat
ba thu gifin, va ba cam thay an tdm. Ho clng
nhau vui mirng - Chaa Giésu dang ¢ gitra ho!

Chua Giésu ciing mudn tran an ching ta bang
su hién dién cta Nguoi. Nguoi luén “o gitra”
ching ta bat ctr khi ndo ching ta cting nhau cau
nguyén (Mt 18,20). Ngudoi vui ming khi thay
con céi cia minh huéng vé Nguoi nhu mot,
hop nhat trong ca 1ong sting kinh va y dinh tim
kiém Nguoi. Va nhitng loi ciu nguyén nay that
manh m&! Nhu Chua Giésu da néi voi cac mon
dé ciia Nguoi trong Tin ming hém nay, “Néu
hai nguoi trong cac con dong long cau nguyén
trén dat ndy vé bat ctr diéu gi, thi Cha Ta trén
troi s€ ban cho” (Mt 18,19).

Lam thé nao dé ban “cing nhau cau nguyén”
v6i nguoi khac? Tat nhién, ban tho phuong
mdi tuan tai Thanh 18 véi nhiing giéo dan khac.
Ban c6 thé ngdi Chau Théanh Thé vai nhitng
nguoi khac trong nha tho. Ban tham chi co thé
dang 1én Chua mot nhu cau cy thé trong Kinh
Man Cbi gia dinh. Tét ca chiing ta déu biét va
c6 thé tin rang Chua Giésu ludn & bén ching ta
theo mot cach dic biét bat ctr khi nao ching ta
tu hop nhu thé nay.

Nhung c6 mot cach khac ma ching ta c6 thé
"ty hop" trong loi ciu nguyén - chi can dé nghi
cau nguyén voi ngudi khac trong mot bdi canh
it trang trong hon. Néu ban khéng quen lam
didu nay, lic dau c6 thé ban s& thay ngai.
Nhung moi ngudi hiém khi tir chdi nhitng 10i
cau nguyén nhu vay. Vi dy, mot dong nghigp
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6 For example, a coworker might confide in you | ¢6 thé tm sy véi ban rang c6 4y dang gap kho g&‘
%{ that she is dealing with a family difficulty. You | khan trong gia dinh. Ban c6 thé n6i véi co ay %
(‘ could tell her you will pray for her, but you | rang ban s& cau nguyén cho c6 ay, nhung ban %
% could also_ offer to pray with r_ler. Just a brjef cling co thé d{a nghi cau nguyén cung co ay. Cf;r%%
&‘ prayer asking the Lord to be with her can give | Chi can mét loi cau nguyén ngan gon Xin Chua ﬂ‘
her the courage to face another day. In that | & bén cd ay co thé gilp cd ay c6 can dam dé $

Vi
short time, she may feel not only your love and déi’ mat véi mot ngay khac. Trong thoi gian %%(‘
) care for her but the Father’s as well. ngan ngui do, c6 ay cO thé cam nhan dugc %
@v

S

RS khong chi tinh yéu thuong va sy quan tam cta %%Q
° () ban danh cho ¢ 4y ma con ca tinh yéu thuong %‘
4 va su quan tdm cua Chuaa Cha. 7
L2 g o e L
? The more open you are to praying with people, | Ban cang coi mo cé\u nguyén véi moi nguoi, %
d R« the more you will recognize opportunities. | ban céngqnh@n ra nhicu co hoi. Moi ngudi tham %%(‘
) People might even begin to seek you out! In | chi co thé bat dau tim dén ban! Trong moi tinh %
L)
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every situation, Jesus, who cares so much for | huéng, Chua Giésu, Bang rat quan tim den é;”%g
his beloved people, will be right there with | nhitng nguoi yéu dau cia Nguoi, s€ ludn ¢ bén %:(‘

%« you! ban! S{@‘
9 “Jesus, open my eyes to those times when I can | Lay Chla Giésu, xin md mét con dé con thay |
65 ‘gather’ with someone and pray.” dugc nhitng ldc con c6 thé “tu hop’ voi ai d6 va %
S 6 cau nguyén. % ()
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% ) Nguon: the word among us %é%
() Chuyén ngir: Linh myc Phaold Vi Btic Thanh, SDD. ®
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