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L& Nhé Thanh Anton Padua, Linh muc, TSHT

2Cr 4, 7-15 2 Corinthians 4:7-15

Chang téi chwra dwng kho tang nay trong nhirng binh sanh (2Cr 4,7)

Why is St. Paul talking to the Corinthians
about earthen vessels? We know that he had
established the church at Corinth around AD
50, spent eighteen months with the believers
there, and then moved on (Acts 18:1-18). In his
absence, other gifted teachers, whom Paul
called “superapostles,” arrived and confused
the Corinthians about doctrine (2 Corinthians
11:5). They persuaded some of the believers to
reject Paul’s teaching and his authority as a
leader. So Paul made a painful return visit, and
many believers returned to him—but not all. In
today’s first reading, then, we see him trying to
reassure them of his love and commitment—
and defending himself.

When Paul calls himself an “earthen vessel,”
his words aren’t just theoretical; they are
personal (2 Corinthians 4:7). The Corinthians
had been impressed by the “superapostles”;
they were wealthy, successful, and articulate.
Paul, by contrast, was poor. He lacked
eloguence and worked as a manual laborer. He
moved from place to place. He was no stranger
to persecution and was often beaten by crowds.
Naturally, the Corinthians preferred the others.

But Jesus himself “became poor although he
was rich” (2 Corinthians 8:9)—s0 much so that
his entire life culminated in the humiliation of
the cross. So when the Corinthians disapproved
of Paul because of his weakness, they were
also rejecting Jesus, the true “treasure in
earthen vessels” (4:7).

Tai sao Thanh Phaold lai ndi véi nguoi Corintd
vé nhitng chiéc binh sanh? Chung ta biét rang
ong da thanh 1ap hoi thanh tai Corintd vao
khoang nam 50 sau Cong nguyén, danh muoi
tam thang & d6 vai cac tin hiru, roi chuyén di
(Cv 18,1-18). Trong thoi gian 6ng vang mat,
nhiing thay day tai nang khac, ma Phaold goi la
“siéu st d0”, da dén va lam ngudi COrintd boi
réi vé gido ly (2Cr 11,5). Ho thuyét phuc mot
s6 tin hitu tir chi 101 day caa Phaold va tham
quyén caa dng véi tu cach 1a mot nha lanh dao.
Vi vay, Phaold dd c6 mot chuyén viéng thim
dau don, va nhiéu tin hitu da quay lai véi 6ng -
nhung khong phai tat ca. Vay thi trong bai doc
mot hém nay, ching ta thiy éng cb géng tran
an ho vé tinh yéu va su cam két cua minh - va
tu bao vé minh.

Khi Phaold ty goi minh 1a “chiéc binh sanh”,
nhirng loi caa 6ng khdng chi mang tinh ly
thuyét; ching mang tinh ca nhan (2Cr 4,7).
Nguoi Corintd dd rat an twong Véi “siéu su
d(‘A)”; ho giau cd, thanh dat va an ndi luu loat.
Nguoc lai, Phaold lai nghéo. Ong thiéu kha
nang hung bién va lam cong viéc lao dong
chan tay. Ong di chuyén tir noi nay sang noi
khac. Ong khong xa la véi su nguoc dai va
thuong bi dam dong danh dap. Puong nhién,
nguoi Corintd thich nhitng nguoi khac hon.

Nhung chinh Chua Giésu “mac du giau co
nhung d tr& nén nghéo” (2Cr 8.9) - dén ndi
toan bo cude doi cia Nguoi 1én dén dinh diém
trong su si nhuc trén thap tu gia. Vi vay, khi
ngudi Corintd khong chap nhan Phaold vi su
yéu dubi cua 6ng, ho ciing dang tir chbi Chua
Giésu, “kho bau trong binh sanh” thuc su (4,7).
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Paul reminds us that true discipleship is not
about being impressive or garnering praise. It’s
about carrying the presence of Christ to others.
Jesus has chosen to dwell in earthen vessels
like us, despite our weakness and fragility. Our
call is to point people to Jesus, the treasure
within us. This is the good news of the gospel
that Paul proclaimed: Jesus takes us as we are
and fills us with his presence, a treasure more
valuable than gold. He turns our views of
greatness upside down and helps us become
like him in humility and love.

You may feel lacking as a disciple, like a
cracked clay pot. That’s okay! You carry Jesus
Christ himself. He delights to live in you and
minister through you!

“You are my treasure, Lord!”

Phaold nhic nhé ching ta rang mén dé thyuc sy
khong phai 1a gay an tuong hay nhan duogc 10i
khen ngoi. B6 1a vé viéc mang su hién dién cua
Chua Kitd dén véi ngudi khac. Chua Giésu di
chon ngu trong nhirng binh sanh nhu chung ta,
bat chap sy yéu dudi va mong manh cua chiing
ta. Loi kéu goi cua chung ta la chi cho moi
ngudi dén véi Chla Giésu, kho béau bén trong
chung ta. Pay la tin mung cta phic am ma
Phaolé di cong bd: Chla Giésu chap nhan
chung ta nhu chiing ta von c6 va lap day ching
ta bang su hién dién cua Nguoi, mot kho bau
quy gia hon vang. Ngudi dao nguoc quan diém
cta ching ta vé sy vi dai va gilp chung ta tro
nén giéng Nguoi trong sy khiém nhuong va
tinh yéu.

Ban c6 thé cam thay minh thiéu s6t khi 1a mot
mon dé, gibng nhu mot chiéc binh sanh bi nut.
Khong sao cal Ban mang chinh Chua Giésu
Kitd. Nguoi vui thich séng trong ban va phuc
vu qua ban!

Lay Chua, Chia la kho bau cua con!

Mt 5, 27-32 Matthew 5:27-32

Néu mit ngwoi lam ¢ cho ngwoi pham tdi, hdy moc mit né6 di

Pluck out an eye? Lop off a hand? Imagine
how the disciples’ jaws must have dropped
when Jesus said this! His point, however,
wasn’t that self-mutilation is a necessary step
to holiness. It’s that God craves our holiness.
The purity and faithfulness that he intends for
us are worth more, even, than a sound, whole
body.

God has called you, after all, to be holy as he is
holy (1 Peter 1:15). Jesus’ life in you, his
holiness, is a treasure you carry within
yourself. And so, he says, if something
threatens that holiness, get rid of it. Throw it
away. It’s better to do without something than

Méc mot con mat? Chat mot ban tay? Hay
tuong tuong cac moén dé da kinh ngac biét bao
khi Chtia Giésu noi diéu nay! Tuy nhién, quan
diém caa Ngai khong phai 1a tu cat bo ban than
la mot busc can thiét dé nén thanh. D6 l1a
Thién Chla khao khat sy thanh thién cua
chdng ta. Su trong sang va chung thay ma Ngai
danh cho ching ta dang gia hon ca mot than
thé khoe manh.

R6t cudc, Thién Chua di kéu goi ban nén
thanh vi Ngai 1a thanh (1Pr 1,15). Su séng caa
Chua Giésu trong ban, su thanh thién cua Ngai,
la mot kho tang ma ban mang trong minh. Va
vi vay, Ngai néi, néu diéu gi d6 de doa su
thanh thién d6, hay loai bé né. Ném né di. Tt
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to have it and to sin because you do. A book or | hon 1a ban nén lam ma khong co thir gi d6 hon g&‘

% magazine, a picture or movie—if lust rises up | 1a c6 n6 va pham toi vi ban 1am. Mot cubn sach %
(‘ because of it, discard it. Thoughts that lead you | hoac tap chi, mét bic tranh hoac mot bo phim - %

@ to sin—turn away from them; don’t entertain néu ham mudn ndi 1én vi no, hay vt bo nd. | &

&y | . * B ban dén i 121 &
« them. Nhitng suy nghi dan ban dén toi 16i - quay lung ﬂ‘

?é lai v&i chiing; dung nudi dudng chung. 9

S &
) « Nhung sy thanh thién khdng chi 1a cit bo moi %‘

F= But holiness is not just about cutting things out | thy ra khei cugc séng caa ban. C6 nhitng cach %”%g
@ﬂ‘ of your life. There are other ways you can | khac ban c6 thé giit gin va nudi dudng su thanh %‘
gig preserve and foster holiness. Pick up th(? thien. Hay Cgm Kinh thanh va doc - c6 thé 1a %‘i%
% Scriptures and read—maybe the story of Jesus” | cay chuyén vé cai chét cia Chiia Giésu hoic ﬂ‘
? death or a passage that declares your worth in mot doan vin tuyén bd gia tri cia ban trudc %
gﬁ% God’s sight (Matthew 26-28; Psalm 139). | mat Thign Chaa (Mt 26-28; Tv 139). Viét mot g%
® « YVrlte a note to ’remlnd your;elf that you are ghi chu dé nhic nhg, ban than réng ban “duoc g&‘
= cr@ated in God’s way in rlghteouspess 'and tao dung theo giéng hinh anh trong su cong %
%:ﬁ (‘ hohness of truth” (Ephesians 4:24). Sit quietly | hinh va thanh thién cua I8 that” (Ep 4,24). Hay LS (‘
7= in prayer and ask the Lord to show you | ngdj yan lang trong ciu nguyén va xin Chla | &e
%ﬂ%« something about the depth of his love for you. | cho ban thdy didu gi d6 vé tinh yéu sau dam ?@‘
SV cua Ngai danh cho ban. 9

Vi
i ‘ , )
2z Remember too that God earnestly desires you r(;lllf:)% E}r’] I;]}é(; ;ﬁgghﬂ\]/l; T/iC\tlﬁua;Ihaé;[hclgt ’mdc;p]ﬁ ?‘
%%%« to be holy, and so he is intent on reaching out | x> . < 0 \-/Z{ ihi baril dan %4%(‘
ha to help you. So when you are facing temptation dé? mat Vc’yigsupcém d3 va su'lyai cudn cua tG% %%&
% At e el ol i, @y QUG STk 2 e e pe o R e S e @t TEe | Y
=N (‘ Holy Spirit to give you his grace and to help ’ =N (‘

7 . . ] Than ban cho ban an sung cua Ngai va gitp | $
% you grow in the fruit of self-control. ban tang truéng trong hoa tréi caa sw tu chi %«
ol

\ 4 . 7 X \ A , y
o Q(‘ And if you do fall to temptation, don’t despair. Va neu ban bi cam do, dung tuyét vong. Chua %ﬁ(‘
)

God still loves you. No distance, no depth of Xﬁn*yi% b?:r].a *ff‘_ﬁlng thEEOéQEOCéEhh |§:]nﬁrr]|gocé?'
J S : : idu sau cua toi 13i, i nd i| 7
gst | sin, is ever beyond his reach. He is always et e Nedi Mot IgA )y h gth’ %

l%jb(‘ ready to forgive you, even if you commit the | @M VOI cua INgal. Ngal 1uon san sang tha thu E&‘
9= same sin again and again. Never hesitate to run | €110 Pan, ngay ca khi ban pham cung mot toi loi | S

Gijg(‘ to him. He will shower you with his mercy— hét lan nay flén !é_‘n khac. bung bao giE{_ngén %\ﬁ(‘
) and the grace to live a holy life. ngai chay dén voi Ngai. Ngai s€ tam goi cho |
g"q ban bang long thuong x6t cua minh - va an C?%
= () sung dé sdng mot cude doi thanh thién. %‘
Ao

P “Holy Spirit, help me to be holy as you are ’ ’ < X ; ?ﬁ
%%2@ holy.” Lay Chda Thanh Than, xin gitip con nén thanh %%j\ﬁ(‘
) nhw Chuia la Dang thanh. S
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) Nguon: the word among us g%ji‘
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