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Ga 8,31-42 John 8:31-42
Sw that sé giai thoat anh em (Ga 8,32)
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If there is anyone who can understand the
freedom that Jesus is talking about in today’s
Gospel, it’s Holly. When she arrived at prison
to begin serving her sentence, she was filled
with shame and bitterness, especially about
having her children taken away. She doubted
there was a God—*“and if there was, I didn’t
think he liked me very much,” she said.

But prison proved to be a turning point for her.
She began attending Mass and developed the
practice of praying and reading the Scriptures
every day. Over time, she gave her life to the
Lord and was received into the Catholic
Church. Now out of prison, Holly manages a
transitional home for women recovering from
addiction. Holly had discovered the truth of
Jesus, and that truth set her free!

Holly learned a key lesson: nothing imprisons
us more than our sins. lronically, the place that
most symbolizes the loss of freedom—a
prison—became the place where she found true
freedom through the healing power of Christ.
She had been alienated from God, but she
discovered that Jesus—and his word—were
true. And it was her belief and her reliance on
the grace and truth of the Lord that finally
loosened the grip that sin had on her.

Jesus promises all of us that when we “remain”
in his word, the truth contained in that word
will set us free (John 8:31, 32). We are all on a
journey toward that freedom. Ours may not be
as dramatic as Holly’s, but the destination is
the same: Jesus, who liberates us from sin and

Néu c6 ai co thé hiéu duoc su tw do ma Chia
Giésu dang néi dén trong Tin ming hdém nay,
thi d6 chinh 1a Holly. Khi dén nha tu dé bat dau
thu an, cd cam thay xau hé va cay dang, dic
biét 1a khi con cai cd bj bat di. C6 nghi ngo
rang c6 Chula - “va néu c6, t6i khong nghi 1a
Nguoi thich tdi nhiéu lam,” ¢6 noi.

Nhung nha tu da chung minh la mot budc
ngoat ddi voi cd. Co bit dau tham dy Thanh 18
va phat trién théi quen cau nguyén va doc Kinh
thanh moi ngay. Theo thoi gian, co da dang
cudc doi minh cho Chua va dugc tiép nhan vao
Giao hoi Cong giao. Bay gio ra khoi tu, Holly
quan ly mot ngbi nha tam tri cho nhirng phu
nit dang phuc hdi sau con nghién. Holly da
kham pha ra su that vé Chla Giésu, va su that
do da giai thoat co!

Holly da hoc dugc mot bai hoc quan trong:
khéng cd gi giam cam ching ta nhiéu hon toi
16i cua ching ta. Tré tréu thay, noi twong trung
nhit cho sy mat mat tu do - nha tu - di tré
thanh noi c¢6 tim thdy su ty do thuc sy thong
qua stc manh chita lanh cta Chua Kitd. Co6 da
xa cach Chua, nhung c6 da kham pha ra rang
Chua Giésu - va loi cua Nguoi - la chan ly. Va
chinh niém tin va sy trong cay cua cd vao an
sung va I& that cua Chtia da cudi cing néi long
sy kim kep ma toi 16i da dé nang 1én ba.

Chua Giésu hua véi tat ca ching ta rang khi
ching ta “& lai” trong 161 Nguoi, I€ that chua
dung trong loi do s€ giai thoat ching ta (Ga
8,31-32). Tat ca ching ta déu dang trén hanh
trinh hudng dén su ty do d6. Hanh trinh cua
ching ta c6 thé khong kich tinh nhu Holly,
nhung dich dén thi gidng nhau: Chia Giésu,
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our bondage to guilt and shame.

When we dwell on Jesus and ponder his words,
we find the grip of sin loosening. We begin to
feel a fire in our hearts because we are
experiencing the power of his love. And that
love leads us to action. It leads us to care for
the least among us, and it leads us to share the
good news of Christ with those trapped in sin.
We discover the paradoxical secret to
happiness: that freedom comes not from going
our own way, but from following Jesus, the
Savior who truly sets us free!

“Jesus, thank you for your words, which bring
life to my soul, and for your love, which frees
me from the bondage of sin!”

Déng giai thoat chung ta khoi toi 16i va su rang
buoc caa ching ta vai toi 161 va sy xau ho.

Khi ching ta suy gam vé Chia Giésu va suy
gam vé 10 Nguoi, ching ta thdy su kim kep
cua t6i 151 dang néi long. Ching ta bt dau cam
thdy ngon lra trong Iong minh vi ching ta
dang trai nghiém suc manh tinh yéu cua Ngai.
Va tinh yéu d6 dan ching ta dén hanh dong.
N6 dan ching ta dén viéc cham soc nhiing
ngudi thap kém nhat trong ching ta va dan
chung ta dén viéc chia sé tin mung vé Chla
Kitd voi nhimg nguoi bi méc ket trong toi 15i.
Chang ta kham pha ra bi mat nghich ly cua
hanh phuc: rang su tu do khong dén tir viéc di
theo con dudng riéng cua ching ta, ma dén tur
viéc theo Chua Giésu, Pang Ctu Rbi thuc su
giai thoat chung ta!

Lay Chua Giésu, con cam ta Chua vi nhirng loi
Chua di mang lai sy séng cho tdm hon con, va
vi tinh yéu cua Chua da giai thoat con khoi su
rang buoc cua toi 15i!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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