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Cv 8, 26-40 Acts 8:26-40

Ong c6 hiéu nhirng gi dang doc khdng? (Cv 8,30)
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Philip posed this question to the Ethiopian
court official after noticing that he was reading
the Scriptures. The man had come all the way
to Jerusalem to worship God. Now he was
returning home, still eager to learn as much as
he could about this great and awesome God. So
an angel of the Lord directed Philip to take
“the desert route” so that he would encounter
this foreigner, help him understand what he
was reading, and then baptize him (Acts 8:26,
38).

Do you understand what you are reading when
you open up the Scriptures? Some parts of the
Bible are very familiar to us, but many
passages can be hard to decipher. Here are a
few ways you can deepen your understanding:

Knowing the historical context of each book
not only makes the meaning clearer; it also
allows the Holy Spirit to speak to us through
the text. Fortunately, there are many Bible
resources available for us today, online and in
print, that can open up any passage we choose
to read.

It’s also important to see each biblical passage
in the context of the overall story of salvation.
In today’s first reading, for example, Philip
shows the Ethiopian man how Isaiah’s
prophecy about a suffering servant is a
foreshadowing of Jesus’ passion and death
(Acts 8:32; see lsaiah 53:7). Through these
words, the Spirit so moved the man that he
asked to be baptized on the spot. The Spirit can
move us, too, especially when our reading of
Scripture helps us see how deeply God desired,

Philip da dat cau hoi nay véi vién thai giam
ngudi E-thi-6-pi sau khi nhan thiy ong dang
doc Kinh thanh. Nguoi nay da di ca chang
duong dén Giérusalem dé tho phuong Chia.
Bay gio 6ng dang tré vé nhd, van héo hac
muén tim hiéu cang nhiéu cang tét vé Thién
Chua vi dai va dang so nay. Vi vay, mot thién
s cua Chila da chi dan Philip di "con duong
vang" dé ong c6 thé gap ngudi la nay, gilp 6ng
hiéu nhilng gi 6ng dang doc, va sau d6 lam
phép rira cho dng (Cv 8,26. 38).

Ban c6 hiéu nhiing gi minh dang doc khi mg
Kinh thanh ra khdng? Mot s6 phan trong Kinh
thanh rat quen thudc véi ching ta, nhung nhiéu
doan van c6 thé khé giai. Sau day 1a mot s6
cach ban c6 thé dao sau su hiéu biét cua minh:

Biét bdi canh lich sir cia mdi sach khong chi
gilp hiéu rd hon ¥ nghia ma con cho phép
Chia Thanh Than ndi véi chung ta qua vin
ban. May mén thay, hién nay c6 nhiéu ngudn
tai liéu Kinh thanh danh cho chdng ta, truc
tuyén va ban in, c6 thé ma ra bat ky doan vin
nao ching ta chon dé doc.

Diéu quan trong nita la phai xem xét timg doan
Kinh thanh trong bdi canh cia toan bo cau
chuyén cau rdi. Vi duy, trong bai doc mot hdm
nay, Philip cho nguoi dan 6ng E-thi-6-pi thiy
loi tién tri cua Isaia v& mot nguoi tdi to dau
kho 1a diém bao trudc vé cudc khd nan va céi
chét ciia Chda Giésu (Cv 8,32; xem Is 53,7).
Qua nhitng 101 nay, Thanh Linh da lam cam
dong ngudi dan ong dén ndi éng xin duoc ria
t6i ngay tai chd. Thanh Linh ciing c6 thé lam
cam dong chung ta, dac biét la khi viéc doc
Kinh thanh gilp ching ta thiy duoc Thién
Chtia mong mudn sau sic nhu thé nao, trong
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over so many centuries, to save his people—
and how he finally brought that salvation
through the cross of his only Son.

This passage is proof that God’s word is
“living and effective” (Hebrews 4:12). So take
full advantage of the blessings that Scripture
has to offer by making the time and effort to
understand what you read. You don’t have to
do this on your own, of course. Just as Philip
joined the Ethiopian, there are so many holy
and knowledgeable people who can help you.
And best of all, you can count on the Holy
Spirit, who will not only accompany you, but
will change your heart as well!

“Holy Spirit, be my companion on the road to
understanding God’s word!”

suét nhiéu thé ky, dé ctru dan Nguoi - va cach
Ngudi cudi cing dd mang dén su cau rdi do
qua thap tu gia cua Nguoi Con duy nhat cua
Nguoi.

Poan vin nay 13 bang ching cho thiy 1i Chia
1a “séng dong va hitu hiéu” (Hr 4,12). Vi vay,
hay tan dung tdi da nhitng phudc lanh ma Kinh
thanh mang lai bang céch danh thoi gian va nd
lyc @& hiéu nhitng gi ban doc. T4t nhién, ban
khong phai tu minh lam diéu nay. Ciing giéng
nhu Philip di tham gia cing ngudi E-thi-6-pi,
c6 rat nhiéu ngudi thanh thién va hiéu biét co
thé gilip ban. Va tuyét voi nhat 1a ban cd thé
trong cay vao Chua Thanh Than, Bang khdng
chi dong hanh cing ban ma con thay doi ca
tam 16ng ban nital

Lay Chla Thanh Than, xin hdy Ia ban dong
hanh cua con trén con duong hiéu loi Chual!
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“s& Gab,44-51 ~John 6:44-51

? Ta la banh hang song (Ga 6,51) &
Re \ &,
b Let’s talk about the virtue of healthy | HAy n6i veé dac tinh cua sy hoai nghi lanh b o

manh. Hay tuong twong ban nghe thidy mot

skepticism. Imagine you hear an ad promising : : o) )
quang cao haa hen giam cén an tuong neu ban

dramatic weight loss if you try a certain diet.
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65 Maybe more research is needed before you | thr mot che do an kiéng nao do. C6 thé can %ﬁ
S ® | commit any money to the plan. Or how about | Nghién Clru thém truGe khi ban cam ket bat ky | 25 (]
z khoan tién nao cho ké hoach. Hoac loi hia

the promise that just one herbal supplement
can change your whole life? Again, you would
probably take a cautious approach.

rang chi mot loai thao dugc bd sung co thé
thay doi ca cudc doi ban thi sao? Mot lan nira,
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65(‘ ban c6 thé s& c6 mot cach tiép can than trong. %0
® , : . S
@< But here’s one promise that you can take at | Npymg day 1a mét 16i hira ma ban co thé coi %
“ face value: Jesus is “the !1V1ng bread” (John trong: Chta Giésu 13 “banh hing séng” (Ga @
? 6:51). Jesus t_ook_the o_rdlnary substances of 6,51). Chaa Giésu da cAm trén tay nhiing chét ?
R(‘ bread and wine into his hand_s at t_he Last | pinh thudng cia banh va ruou trong Bira Tiéc %%ﬁ(‘
) Suppe_r and transformed them into his Body Ly va bién déi ching thanh Minh va Méu| ©
G and his Blood. The consecrated wine and bread Ngai. Banh va ruou thanh hién ma ching ta %
L () we receive at Mass really is the living Jesus— | |anh nhan trong Thanh IZ thuc su Ia Chia %‘
7 given to us over and over again. The Eucharist | iag, hé‘ing séng - duoc ban cho chuhg ta nhidu 9

really does have the power to heal us,

US: |'1an. Bi tich Thanh Thé thuc su c6 sitc manh
strengthen us, and make us more and more like

(
chira lanh ching ta, cung ¢ ching ta va lam ?é
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Q& our Lord. cho chiing ta ngay cang giéng Chaa hon. %&‘

=
Loi hira ndy ¢6 vé dep d& va khé tin, nhung é@@
ching ta can hiéu rang Bi tich Thanh Thé

As beautiful and incredible as this promise

Vi
@ @
may seem, we need to understand that the ~ S . N %
%{« Y seem, . vy khéng phai la phép thuat. Ching ta khdng ngay ). R(‘
Eucharist is not magical. We don’t instantly | = 2 F' "% = A b xSk S
lap tic tro thanh mot phién ban maéi va cai tien

G become a new and improved version of . N S x . 2 | &
&l . A X &=
@‘ ourselves when we receive it The | €4 chinh minh khi lanh nhan Thanh The. Qua %&‘

ha transformation is usually gradual, and we have | [iNQ chuyén doi thuong dien ra tir tir va chung
Q@%‘ an important role to play. We need to receive it

$ with faith, and we need to back up our faith

\ , Vi
ta c6 mat vai tro quan trong. Ching ta can tiep | §&X
nhan n6 véi dac tin, va ching ta can hd trg dirc @g%&‘
o @ N > ~ \ A A N 7
X with acts of obedience during the day. UL ("'”h S (TS e QA Vg lof %%
« trong ngay. ﬂ‘
® 9
R« Di nhién, ching ta khong can phai hoan hao dé %%(‘
S ticp nhan buc Kitd. Khi ching ta tiep nhan %
85 Of course, we don’t have to be perfect to Ngali, thi Ngai tlip nh?” cﬂhung,ta - Ve fﬁém %
6 receive Christ. When we receive him, he | Manh ciing nhu diém yeu cua ching ta. Vakhi |- £ O
Q’%@ receives us—in our strengths and our | 96n nhan ching ta, Ngai tir tir 16t bo toi 1oi cua a2
D@;i‘ weaknesses. And as he receives us, he slowly | chling ta, cang co nhing y€u dudi cua Fhung ta g&‘
z peels away our sins, strengthens our | V@ ban cho chung ta an sung cia Ngai. Ciing G"’(?
T (‘ weaknesses, and gives us his grace. It’s also | dung la cang danh r;hleu, thoi gian et Chua %“
true that the more time we spend with Jesus | G1€su ngoai Thanh l¢, ching ta cang thay tk')nh S
& o . R A \ I3 N A 2 2 \ = I3 &
. | outside of Mass, the more we will see his love, | YU, long thuong x6t va an sung cia Ngai ben | - G
(] mercy, and grace taking root in us through the | ¢ trong chiing ta qua Bi tich Thanh The. b6 la g@
= Eucharist. That's why daily prayer and | Y 0O tai Sl el WERp/EL hang ngay va doc é%{
; %(‘ Scripture reading are so important. Kinh Thanh rat quan trong. L ()
& _ _ | Lan t6i khi ban tham du Thénh L& hogc Chau | ¢&%
% si‘ The next time you are at Mass or at Adoration, | Thanh Thé, hily nghi xem Bi Tich Thanh Thé %Ezi‘

o= think .abo_ut just how extraordinary the phi thuong nhu thé nao. Vi tinh yéu thuan %
) (‘ Eucharist is. Out of pure love for us, Jesus | khiét danh cho ching ta, Chtia Giésu di chon ) (‘
9 chose not only to become man but to become | khang chi tré thanh con ngudi ma con hién | 72

Vs
%« present to us in simple bread and wine. He is | gign véi ching ta trong banh va ruou don so. c%(‘
our living bread, and this is a truth that will Ngai 12 banh hing séng cta ching ta, va day la b%i

25(‘ never fade. chan Iy khong bao gio phai nhat. i’%{ 6

A

G “Lord Jesus, thank you for becoming living | Lay Chua Giésu, con cam ta Chua da tr¢ nén f’%

NN : y g living | -8y Shua & &

bread X banh hang song cho con.
;?q(‘ read for me %
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Nguon: the word among us %
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Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vit Bic Thanh, SDD. @
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