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Lc 18, 9-14 Luke 18:9-14

Mot ngudi 1a Phariséu con ngudi Kia 14 ngudi thu thué (Lc 18,10)

Blind spots. We all have them. Whether due to
our upbringing, our past experiences, our
prejudices, or our fears, none of us sees a
situation with complete clarity. That’s why
Jesus told this parable about a Pharisee and a
tax collector. He saw that some of his listeners
had blind spots that “convinced” them “of their
own righteousness” compared to “everyone
else” (Luke 18:9). Jesus wanted to help them
see more clearly, and he can do the same for
us.

How? Well, think about the Pharisee in this
parable. He assumed that the tax collector was
more sinful than he was simply because he was
a tax collector. That assumption blinded him to
how prayerful and humble and repentant the
tax collector was. It even blinded him to the
fact that the man was in the Temple in the first
place!

Diém mu. Tat ca ching ta déu c6 ching. Cho
du la do cach nubi day, kinh nghiém trong qua
kht, dinh kién hay ndi so hdi, khong ai trong
chang ta nhin nhan mét tinh huéng mét cach
hoan toan r6 rang. o6 1a Iy do tai sao Chua
Giésu ké cau chuyén du ngbn nay vé mot
ngudi Phariséu va mot nguoi thu thué. Ngai
thay rang mot s6 ngudi nghe Ngai ¢ diém ma
khién ho “tu cho minh 1a cong chinh” so Vi
“moi ngudi khac” (Lc 18,9). Chlia Giésu mudn
gitp ho nhin 16 hon, va Ngai ciing c6 thé lam
nhu vay ddi véi ching ta.

Bang cach nao? Vang, hiy nghi vé ngudi Pha-
ri-si trong cau chuyén ngu ngdn nay. Ong cho
rang ngudi thu thué toi 16i hon ong chi vi dng
la mot nguoi thu thué. Gia dinh d6 da 1am 6ng
mi quang trudc viéc nguoi thu thué cau
nguyén, khiém nhuong va dn nin nhu thé nao.
NG tham chi con lam 6ng mu quang trudc su
that rang nguoi dan ong d6 da ¢ trong Dén tho
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minh khéng tu cho minh la cong chinh, kiéu
ngao hay phan xét nhu ngudi nay, thi that trg

But if we feel a sense of relief that we’re not
self-righteous or arrogant or judgmental like
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this fellow, we might, ironically, be suffering
from our own blind spot. Just as he was blind
to his need for God, we can be just as blind to

tréu, ching ta c6 thé dang phai chiu dung diém
mu caa chinh minh. Giong nhu 6ng ta da mu
quang tredc nhu cau cta minh doi véi Chua,
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d R(‘ our own neediness or faults. We might focus on | chung ta ciing c6 thé mi quang truéc nhu cau %«
. the way we take the time to go to Mass and | hoic 15i 1am caa chinh minh. Ching ta c6 thé %i
= pray but still miss subtle (or not so subtle) | tap trung vao cach chlng ta danh thoi gian aé %ﬁ
S (‘ prejudices that we harbor. We might take | di I€ va cau nguyén nhung van bo qua nhiing | (‘
é{’R comfort in knowing that we keep most of the | dinh kien tinh vi (hodc khong qua tinh vi) ma %?%
« commandments but quietly gloss over our own | chiing ta nuéi dudng. Ching ta c6 thé cam thay ﬂ‘
9 “slip ups” when they happen—and still judge | an i khi biét ring ching ta tuan giit hiu hét | 9

cac diéu ran nhung lai ling 1& bo qua nhiing
"sai s6t" cua chinh minh khi chung xay ra - va
van phan xét "sai sot" cua nguoi khac mét cach

meone else’s “slip ups’” harshly. E
someone else’s “slip ups” harshly. gﬁ&(“
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%ji‘ Jesus said that the Pharisee did not go home | 18,14). Va ching ta cling s& khong nhu vay %@‘
justified (Luke 18:14). And neither will we if | néu ching ta phan xét moi nguoi (Mt 7,1). |
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we judge people (Matthew 7:1). That could | Piéu d6 c6 thé bao gom nhimg "nguoi %%(‘
) include the modern-day “Pharisees” whose | Phariséu™ thoi hién dai, nhitng nguoi ¢ long %
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, devotion and faith rub us the wrong way. It | sung dao va duc tin khién ching ta kho chiu. %
® could also include the modern-day “tax | N6 ciing c6 thé bao gom nhimg "nguoi thu %‘
collectors” whose views or values don’t match | thué” thoi hién dai, nhirng nguoi c6 quan diém
? allow our blind spots to reduce anyone to just | khia canh nao d6. Chang ta khong thé dé
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one or two aspects of their lives. nhf;ng diém mu caa minh thu hep bt ky ai %%%
° xuong chi con mot hoac hai khia canh trong %
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%%‘ up with ours in one area or another. We can’t | hoac gia tri khdng phu hop véi ching ta & mot %%&‘
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éf’%? Let’s ask Jesus to change our hearts. Let’s ask | Hiy cau xin Chua Giésu thay doi trai tim @(%
! (‘ him to give us humble, repentant hearts—Ilike | ching ta. Chung ta hdy cau xin Ngai ban cho ?ﬁ&‘
S

? the tax collector. ching ta tam long khiém nhuong, an nan - 7
05(‘ giong nhu nguoi thu thue. %(‘
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“0O God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” Lay Chua, xin thwong x6t con 13 ké toi 16!

0
J

\\@Q ‘@\dﬂ
Py

i?%‘:\i‘
()

&

& S @l’

3 ji‘ ) Nguén: the word among us %ji‘
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