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Thir Nam, 27-3-2025. Niam C
Thursday, March-27-2025. Year C
Tuan 3 Mua Chay

Gr 7, 23-28 Jeremiah 7:23-28

Khi ngwoi goi ching, chiing sé chang tra loi dau (Gr 7,27)

Today’s first reading is just one of Jeremiah’s
many urgent messages to the people of Judah.
Over and over, he called them to repent for
forsaking the Lord. And over and over again,
the people failed to heed his words. Not only
that, but they also turned against the prophet:
he was jailed, reviled by the leaders, and
subjected to more than one assassination
attempt (Jeremiah 11:18; 37:15; 38:6).

Given all this, don’t you find it odd that God
would tell Jeremiah to keep preaching? It
didn’t seem to be doing any good!

But there is another way to look at Jeremiah’s
story. Today’s reading is testimony to the fact
that he accomplished quite a bit! Jeremiah left
behind an account of his faithful service to
God, beautiful passages that describe the
Lord’s love for us, and strong words of
warning about the consequences of sin. For
centuries, his prophecies have offered comfort,
wisdom, and inspiration to people everywhere.
He might have been a gifted prophet, but
Jeremiah probably never foresaw just how
influential his words would be!

Bai doc mot hdm nay chi 1a mot trong nhiéu
thong diép khan cip cua Giérémia giri dén dan
Giuda. Ong da nhiéu lan kéu goi ho in nin vi
da tir bo Chla. Va hét 1an nay dén lan khéc,
dan chang khéng nghe loi 6ng. Khdng chi vay,
ho con quay lung lai véi nha tién tri: éng bi bo
tu, bi cac nha lanh dao chui raa va phai chiu
dung nhiéu hon mot lan am sat (Gr 11,18;
37,15; 38,6).

Vi tat ca nhimg diéu nay, ban khong thdy la
sao khi Chua bao Giérémia tiep tuc rao giang?
C0 vé nhu diéu d6 chang c6 ich gi!

Nhung c¢6 mot cach khac dé xem xét cau
chuyén ciia Giérémia. Bai doc hdm nay 1a bang
ching cho thiy ong dd hoan thanh dugc kha
nhiéu diéu! Giérémia da dé lai mot cau chuyén
vé sy phuc vu trung thanh cua ong déi voi
Chua, nhitng doan van tuyét dep mo ta tinh yéu
cua Chua danh cho ching ta va nhitng loi canh
b4do manh mé vé hau qua cua toi 15i. Trong
nhiéu thé ky, nhiing 10i tién tri cua ong da
mang dén sy an ui, sy khén ngoan va nguon
cam hing cho moi nguoi & khdp moi noi. Ong
c6 thé 1a mot nha tién tri tai ba, nhung
Giérémia c6 & khdong bao gio luong trudc
dugc loi ndi cua 6ng s€ ¢ sicc anh huong lon
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It ai trong ching ta tung trai qua nhiing kho %Ei
khan nhu Giérémia, nhung chung ta van cd thé
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Few of us will ever experience hardships as
difficult as Jeremiah’s, but we can still feel as
if our efforts to serve God are useless. Maybe
our attempts to convince one of our adult
children to return to Mass go unheeded. Maybe
our contributions to our parish Bible study or
small group appear to bear little fruit. Or

cam thay nhu thé nhitng nd luc ciia minh dé
phuc vy Chda la vé ich. C6 thé nhiing nd luc
cua ching ta dé thuyét phuc mét trong nhing
dura con da truong thanh cua minh quay tro lai
Thanh I& khong dwoc chli y. C6 thé nhiing
dong goép cua chung ta cho viéc hoc Kinh
thanh tai gido xr hoac nhom nho cua ching ta
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%& maybe our persistent prayer for an ailing | duong nhu khong mang lai nhiéu két qua. %&
% relative seems to go unanswered. Hoac c6 the loi cau nguyén lién tuc cua ching %
5 &‘ ta cho mot ngudi than dang dau yéu duong nhu %‘
p khong duoc dap lai. &
e e
?QS pimg bo cudc! Gidng nhu Giérémia, ban c6 | P
% Don’t give up! Like Jeremiah, you might not | the khdng thay duoc toan b¢ tac dong cua hanh %«
) see the full effects of your actions right now, | dong ctia minh ngay bay gio, nhung ching van %
X buj[ _they are still making a difference. Your | tao ra su khac biét. _Khé nang kién tri va vugt %
® « ability to persevere and overcome obstacles | qua nhiing tré ngai cua ban bang su duyén %‘
= with grace and humility may be quietly | dang va khi€ém nhuong c6 thé dang am tham é?”(i
% inspiring someone else to turn to the Lord. | truyén cam hung cho nguoi khac huéng veé %&‘
? Your example of prayerful faith might be | Chta. Tam guong vé duc tin cau nguyén cua ?

d R« gradually softening a resistant heart. ban c6 the dan dan lam mém Iong mot trai tim %%%
) dang chong doi. %
&, : - : | &
%):2 (‘ Mot diéu nira: bat ké ban cé thé hoac khong thé g% (‘
Vi i

st One more thing: regardless of the fruit you | thiy duoc két qua nao ngay bay gio, hay bict g=
! (‘ may or may not be seeing right now, know that | rang Chua nhin thay nhiing no luc cua ban. @
<¥ the Lord sees your efforts. He sees your | Ngai nhin thay long tan tuy cua ban doi véi| 9
65 devotion to him. And he rejoices in it. He will | Ngai. Va Ngai vui mung vé diéu d6. Ngai s& %
(‘ honor your work for him—even, like Jeremiah, | tdn vinh cong viéc cua ban danh cho Ngai - %:(‘

& in ways and places you can’t even imagine | tham chi, giéng nhu Giérémia, theo nhiing | &
@g%ji‘ now! cach va dia diém ma ban tham chi khong thé @‘
o= tuong tuong dugc ngay bay gio! . =
b L
S “Father, give me the same perseverance you | Lay Cha, xin ban cho con su kién tri ma Cha | $
%« gave to your prophet Jeremiah!” da ban cho tién tri Giérémia cua Chal %«
o =
S &
) S
A Lc 11, 14-23 Luke 11:14-23 &
%« Ai khéng cung t6i doan két 1a chia ré (Lc 11,23) %@‘
L 9=
@5« In t_oday_’s Gospel, Jesus drives out an evil Trqr_lg bai Tin Mung hom nay, Chua Giésu xua %{
S spirit with great effect: a man previously | du6i ta than mot cach hiéu qua: mot nguoi | (‘
gfq unable to utter a word suddenly speaks freely. | trudc day khong thé thét nén Ioi bdng nhién %
b « The crowds are amazed, but not everyone is | n6i nang thoai mai. Dam dong ngac nhién, %‘
‘;Q happy. Some accuse Jesus of driving out the | nhung khong phai ai ciing vui. Mot s nguoi b

demon “by the power of Beelzebul, the prince | budc t6i Chia Giésu di trir quy “bang quyén %ﬁ
of demons” (Luke 11:15). But Jesus proclaims | ndng cia quy vuong Bendébun” (Lc 11,15). |
that this exorcism demonstrates that “the | Nhung Chua Giésu tuyén bd rang viéc trir quy %
Kingdom of God has come upon you” (11:20). nz::Iy chang to ring “Nudc Thién Chia di dén g&‘
gan cac ong” (11,20). é@%
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This miracle reveals Jesus’ mission for unity. | Phép la ndy cho thiy sit mang hiép nhat cua
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When he expelled the demon, Jesus freed the
man from his silent isolation and restored his
ability to engage with his family and friends.
As he said, he came to “gather” the people
whom the devil “scatters” and seeks to torment
(Luke 11:23). God’s kingdom brings power
and healing. Even more, it gathers God’s
people together with their Father in heaven.

This wasn’t the first time Jesus’ ministry
resulted in such “gathering.” He healed a man
with leprosy whose disease had ostracized him
from his community (Luke 5:13). He delivered
a young man from a demon and reunited him
with his family (9:42). So while the kingdom
of darkness Dbrings division, pain, and
heartbreak, the kingdom of God brings unity,
healing, and restored relationships.

Jesus longs to unite his people today as well.
The evil one seeks to divide families and
churches, and he does it by wielding weapons
like gossip, envy, half-truths, and lies. But the
kingdom of God is at hand! Jesus is always
working for unity. And whenever we choose to
love, he works through us. Where there is
distrust, we can sow honesty. Where there is
bitterness, we can sow mercy. Where there is
division, we can be a force of forgiveness and
understanding.

Today you will have opportunities to build
God’s kingdom of love. Will you chime in to a
gossipy office conversation or steer it in a
better direction? Will you react angrily when
you don’t understand a decision, or will you
assume the best of intentions? Will you avoid a
difficult person, or will you reach out with
kindness?

It’s not easy; unity requires commitment,

Chuia Giésu. Khi dudi quy, Chta Giésu da giai
thoat ngudi dan ong khoi su ¢6 1ap tham ling
va phuc hdi kha ning gin két voi gia dinh va
ban bé cua anh. Nhu Ngai da noi, Ngai dén dé
“doan két” nhirg ngudi ma ma quy “chia r&”
va tim céch hanh ha (Lc 11,23). Vuong quéc
cua Chua mang lai scc manh va su chira lanh.
Hon thé nita, né quy ty dan Chda lai véi Cha
cua ho & trén troi.

Pay khong phai 1a lan dau tién chuc vu cua
Chua Giésu dan dén sy “doan két” nhu vay.
Ngai chita lanh mot ngudi mac bénh cli ma
cin bénh di khién 6ng bi cong dong xa lanh
(Lc 5,13). Ngai da giai ctu mot thanh nién
khoi quy dir va doan tu anh ta véi gia dinh
(9,42). Vi vay, trong khi vuong qudc bong toi
mang dén su chia ré, dau dén va thuong tam,
thi vuong qudc cua Thién Chua mang lai su
doan két, chira lanh va phuc hdi cac méi tuong
quan.

Chua Giésu ngay nay cling mong mudn hiép
nhat dan Nguoi. Ké 4c tim cach chia r& gia
dinh va gido hoi, va hin lam diéu d6 bang cach
s dung nhimg vii khi nhu néi nham, d6 ky,
nira that va déi trd. Nhung vuwong quéc cia
Thién Chua da dén gan! Chla Giésu ludn lam
viéc cho su hiép nhat. Va bat ctr khi nao ching
ta chon yéu, Ngai sé hanh dong thdng qua
chiing ta. Noi nao c6 sy ngo vuc, chdng ta cé
thé gieo su trung thuc. Noi nao c6 cay dang,
ching ta c6 thé gieo long thuong x6t. Noi nao
c6 su chia ré, ching ta ¢ thé tro thanh stc
manh cua su tha thir va cam thong.

HOm nay cac ban s€ c6 co hoi xdy dung vuong
qudc tinh yéu cia Chia. Ban s& tham gia vao
mot cudc tro chuyén ¢ van phong hay lai nod
theo hudng t6t hon khong? Ban s& phan tng
gian dix khi khong hiéu mot quyét dinh nao do
hay ban s& c6 y dinh tét nhat? Ban s& tranh né
mot ngudi khd tinh hay ban sé& tiép can bing
long tot?

Piéu d6 khong dé dang; su hiép nhat doi hoi su
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humility, and even greater measures of God’s | cam keét, sy khiém nhuong va tham chi ca |
%{ grace. But take heart: the kingdom of heaven | nhiing thuéc do 16n hon nira cua an sung Thién %
(‘ has come upon you! Chua. Nhung hay yén tam: Nudc Troi da dén %‘
z 5i ! %
%{(‘ véi ban! f@‘
b “Lord, help me to love.” Lay Chua, xin gitp con yéu thuong. ?R
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