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( |Lukes Acts of the Apostles is filled with | Sach Cong vu Tong do cia Luca chira day %@g‘

? stories about the Holy Spirit’s work among the | nhitng cau chuyén vé cong viéc cua Chia | £
%%‘ first believers. What we may overlook, | Thanh Than gitra nhitng tin hitu dau tién. Tuy %%%
$ however, are all the ways in which the Spirit | nhién, diéu ching ta c6 thé bo qua la tat ca %
S was also active in the hearts of those who | nhitng cach ma Chda Théanh Than ciing hoat %
® « heard the apostles preach and who responded | dong trong long nhiing nguoi nghe céc tong dd %‘
= to the Spirit’s movements. Today’s first reading | rao giang va dap lai sy chuyén dong cua Chla C?%g
il « offers us one such story: the conversion of | Thanh Than. Bai doc mot hdm nay cung cap (‘
?’ Lydia. cho chling ta mot cau chuyén nhu vay: su hoan ?‘
%ﬂ@(‘ cai cua Lydia. %%(‘
9= o | | il
& Along with being a successful businesswoman, | Bén canh viéc la mot nir doanh nhén thanh dat, %
‘%:2 « Lydia was also a “worshiper of God” (Acts | Lydia cling la mot “ngudi tho phugng Chta” %:(‘

%@ 16:14). That term means that although she was | (Cv 16,14). Thuat ngir d6 c6 nghia 1a mac du g%
b (‘ a Gentile, Lydia believed in the one true God | ba 1a ngudi Ngoai, Lydia tin vao mot Thién @;i‘
QES . . A 2 N A L 4 S
z of Israel and sought to live out the Ten | Chua that cua Israel va co gang song theo | =7
%@ Commandments and other parts of the Jewish | Muoi Di€u Ran va cac phan khac cua luat Do %(‘
® law. She had also committed herself to | Thai. Ba ciing da cam két suy gam va cau |
% pondering and praying through the Hebrew | nguyén qua Kinh thanh tié:ng Do Thai. Nhung %
$$ Scriptures. But it took the Holy Spirit speaking | phdi nho Chta Thanh Than phan qua Phaold %Ezi‘
=< through Paul to help her not only to hear his | méi gilp ba khong chi lang nghe loi 6ng ma é{’(i
(‘ words, but to accept the truth of the good news | con chap nhan su that cua tin mung ma 6ng %“
he proclaimed (Acts 16:15). cbng bo (Cv 16,15). 9

=6
Co I€ ban biét nhitng nguoi nhu Lydia - tham \é:;i

S You probably know people like Lydia—maybe | chi c6 thé la mot nguoi than yéu cua ban - %g
%fj (‘ even someone dear to you—who have yet to | nhitng nguoi van chua chap nhan “cu¢c song” %fj (‘
qiq embrace the “life” in the life-giving message of | trong thong diép mang lai sy song cua phuc @{,Q%
S (‘ the gospel. It could be a family member or | am. D6 c6 thé 1a mot thanh vién gia dinh hoac %
S friend who was raised Catholic but who | ban bé dugc nudi day theo dao Cong gido | 9
= doesn’t attend Mass regularly because they | nhung khong tham dy Thanh I& thuong xuyén %
® (‘ don't feel a connection to God or the Church. | vi ho khéng cam théy c6 mbi Ijén hg: voi Chla | s, (‘
&= This can cause you to feel deep pain or even | hoac Giao hoi. bieu nay co thé khién ban cam %
S « guilt. You may wonder what you can do to help | thay dau don sau sac hodc tham chi la toi loi. %‘
z this person. You may even wonder if you’ve | Ban cé thé tu hoi minh cé thé lam gi dé giup ?
somehow failed as a witness to the Lord. nguoi ndy. Ban tham chi c6 thé tu hoi liéu %%h
minh c6 that bai trong vai trd 1am ching cho %ax.

Chua hay khong.
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& Mot phan toi 16i nay c6 thé xuat phat tir quan | &R
%« Some of this guilt may come from the | niém sai Iam rang moi thir déu tiy thudc vao g%&‘
a= mistaken idea that it’s all up to you. That’s just | ban. Di€u d6 hoan toan khong ding! Du ban §1’<§
% not true! As much as you love someone, as | yéu ai do dén dau, du ban muon nguoi d6 gap @
: much as you want that person to encounter the | Chua den dau, hay bict rang tinh yéu cua Chua ?
% Lord, know that Jesus’ love, and his desire for | Giésu va mong muon ho gap Nguoi vuot Xxa %@‘
)

L) them to encounter him, far exceeds yours! And | ban! Va ciing vay, sac manh cua Nguoi tac |
X S0, too, does his power to work in their hearts | dong vao trai tim ho vuot Xa sic manh thuyeét %
Qﬂ‘ far exceed the persuasive power of your words | phuc cua loi néi hoic tam guong cua ban. %‘
g or example. He may already be working in | Nguoi co thé da tac dong theo nhitng cach an %é%
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p
%‘ hidden ways that you can’t even imagine. giau ma ban tham chi khong thé tuong tuong
duoc. <
2 A
S « So yes, play your part. Let your words and | Vay thi hiy déng vai trd cta ban. Hay dé loi g&‘
= actions reflect the love of Christ. But | n6i va hanh dong cta ban phan anh tinh yéu Qg’%g
):j q 0. N , v A ~ , X q N
o (‘ remember Lydia, and leave room for the Spirit | cia Chua Kit6. Nhung hdy nhé deén Lydia, va | o (‘
’%q to play his part. Let him “open the heart” of | d€ cho cho Thanh Linh dong vai tro cua Nguoi. g%q
! (‘ that person in whatever way he wants (Acts | Hay d€ Nguoi “m¢ 1ong” nguoi d6 theo bat ky @
=0 16:14)! cach nao Ngudoi muén (Cv 16,14)! $
# %
(‘ “Lord, help me to surrender my loved ones to | Lay Chua, xin gilp con dang nhirng nguoi than | s (‘
g'%q you!” yéu cua con cho Ngai!

0 L0

= =
g

o

%‘?@ Ga‘15, 26- 16, 4 Jth 15:2@—16:4 ] % (‘

%« Thiy n6i véi anh em didu nay dé anh em khéi bj vap nga (Ga 16,1) %%?i‘

LT\ | , S __

ax If you have ever moved to a new location, you | Néu ban da tung chuyén dén mét dia diém %

g (‘ know how easy it can be to “fall away” from | mai, ban s biét viéc “roi xa” nhitng nguoi ban %ij (‘

é? old friends. At first, you may keep up with | cii la diéu dé dang nhu thé nao. Lac dau, ban e
%« phone calls, but then the calls become less | cO thé van tiép tuc goi dién, nhung sau do cac %&‘
%ﬁs& frequent. Over time, calls become replaced | cudc goi sé it thuong xuyén hon. Theo thoi | 9=

65 with occasional check-ins on social media and | gian, cac cudc goi s& duoc thay thé bang viéc %{
° (‘ annual Christmas cards, until you lose touch | thinh thoang dang ky trén mang xa hoi va thiép | «, (‘
@ altogether. Giang sinh hang nam, cho dén khi ban hoan | &
d : > ¢ ¢
R(‘ toan mt lién lac. %(‘
9 9
st : o e S
(‘ In today’s Gospel, Jesus warns his disciples | Trong bai Tin Mung hom nay, Chua Giésu | & (‘
© that they, too, risk falling away—from him—as | canh bao cac moén d¢ rang ho ciling c6 nguy co |
& a result of the hardships they will face in | roi xa Chla vi nhitng khé khan ho s& gap phai %
® (‘ preaching the gospel (John 16:2). We can | khi rao giang Tin Mung (Ga 16,2). Ching ta co %&‘

imagine them  enthusiastically ~ soldiering | thé tuéng tuwong lic dau ho nhiét tinh chién dau &

through all manner of rejection and persecution | qua moi hinh thuc tr choi va bat bg, nhung sau fjf(‘

at first, but then gradually deciding that | d6 dan dan quyét dinh rang viéc lam mon dé ?
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discipleship is simply too hard. Their efforts
slowly weaken, and they eventually return to
their former lives.

But we know this didn’t happen. Why?
Because of the Holy Spirit, the “Advocate”
whom Jesus sent to them (John 15:26). Jesus
knew that their human efforts alone would not
be enough to carry them through the
difficulties of evangelizing and leading the
Church. But he also knew that if they relied on
the Spirit even as they worked hard, their faith
would be built up. And that would help keep
them from falling away.

The Holy Spirit wants to keep the flame of
faith alive in you, too. The demands of daily
life, fear of change, and worldly distractions
are just some of the subtle forces and
challenges that can sneak up and take your
focus off Jesus. That’s why it’s so important
that you keep asking the Spirit for his guidance
and his power throughout your day. He may
respond by bringing an upbuilding Scripture
passage to mind. Maybe he will help you make
a difficult decision. Or perhaps he will give
you an extra outpouring of patience or humility
when you need it the most.

Whether life is going smoothly or about to
overwhelm you, the Holy Spirit is always with
you. He is your Advocate who is always ready
to fill your heart with grace and to keep you
connected with Jesus.

“Jesus, 1 don’t ever want to fall away from
you! Thank you for sending me your Spirit to
help me stay close to you.”

don gian 1a qua khé khan. Nhirng nd luc cua ho
dan yéu di, va cuoi cung ho quay tr¢ lai cudc
song trudc day.

Nhung chiing ta biét diéu nay di khong xay ra.
Tai sa0? Boi vi Chlia Thanh Than, “Dang Phu
Tro” ma Chua Giésu di sai dén véi ho (Ga
15,26). Chua Giésu biét rang chi nhiing nd luc
nhan ban cua ho théi thi khong du dé gidp ho
vuot qua nhimg kho khin trong viéc truyén
giao va lanh dao Giao hoi. Nhung Ngai ciing
biét ring néu ho nuong tya vao Thanh Linh
ngay ca khi ho lam viéc cham chi thi dtc tin
cua ho s& dugc xay dung. Va diéu d6 s& gilp
ho khong bi bo roi.

Chua Thanh Than ciing mudn gitr cho ngon hia
duc tin ludn séng dong trong ban. Nhimng doi
hoi cua cudc sdng hang ngay, ndi so thay doi
va nhiing phién nhiéu cua thé gian chi l1a mot
sb sac manh va thach thac tinh vi cé thé Ién
vao va khién ban khong tap trung vao Chua
Giésu. Do 1a 1y do tai sao diéu quan trong la
ban phai tiép tuc cau xin Thanh Linh huéng
dan va ban quyén ning cua Ngai sudt ca ngay.
Ngai c6 thé dap lai bang cach nghi dén mot
doan Kinh Thanh mang tinh xay dung. C6 thé
Ngai s& gilp ban dua ra mot quyét dinh kho
khan. Hoac c6 1€ Ngai s€ cho ban thém sy kién
nhan hoic khiém tén khi ban can né nhat.

DU cudc song dang sudn sé hay sap khién ban
choang ngop thi Chda Thanh Than van lubn &
bén ban. Ngai 1a Pang Bao Tro cua ban, Pang
lubn sén sang d6 day an sang vao trai tim ban
va gilp ban két néi véi Chia Giésu.

Lay Chua Giésu, con khong bao gid mudn xa
Chia! Cam on Chia da gui cho con Thanh
Than cua Chua dé giup con ¢ gan Chua.

] Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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