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St17,3-9 Genesis 17:3-9
Ngwoi va con chau nguwoi... (St 17,9)
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In today’s first reading, God promises
Abraham something that seems impossible:
This childless old man and his equally elderly
wife will become “exceedingly fertile”
(Genesis 17:6). They will become so fruitful,
in fact, that they will be the foundation for a
massive family tree that will include “a host of
nations” (17:5).

What a glorious promise—a promise that
continues to unfold even today through the
children of Abraham! But the Gospel for today
tells us that God had an even wider calling in
mind. In addition to the vast biological family
that resulted from Abraham’s faithfulness, the
Lord created a spiritual family as well—a
spiritual family tree rooted in the cross of
Christ.

Imagine mapping out this spiritual family tree.
It would be so different from the typical one
that people use to trace their ancestors. Instead
of showing descendants in a more or less direct
line of succession from parents to children, the
lines would be much more involved. They
would connect family members, of course, but
also friends, extended family, and even total
strangers.

For example, what if you wrote down the name
of that religious education teacher whose
witness stays with you even today—and then
drew lines connecting her to all the other
students whom she also touched? Imagine, too,
all the lines coming from those other students
whose faith drew even more people to the
Lord. Not everyone will remember that one
woman, but the impression that she made is
still just as real. And then there are the people

Trong bai doc mot hom nay, Chlda hua voi
Abraham mot diéu duong nhu khong thé: Ong
gia khong con ndy va nguoi vo ciing 16n tudi
khong kém s€ tré nén “sinh s6i nay nd” (St
17,6). Trén thyc té, ho s& trd nén sinh sbi nay
nd dén mic ho s& 1a nén tang cho mot cay pha

A

hé d6 s6 bao gom “mét doan dan toc” (17,5).

That la mot loi1 hira vinh quang - mot loi hia
van tiép tuc dién ra cho dén ngay nay thong
qua con chau ctia Abraham! Nhung Tin mung
hém nay cho ching ta biét ring Chua da co
mét tiéng goi tham chi con rong 16n hon trong
tam tri. Ngoai gia dinh sinh hoc rong l6n xuat
phat tir long trung thanh cua Abraham, Chula
con tao ra mot gia dinh tdm linh nira - mét cay
gia pha tdm linh bat ngudn tir thap tu gia cua
Chua Kité.

Hay tuéng tuwong viéc l1ap ban d6 cay gia pha
tam linh nay. N6 s& rat khac so véi cay gia pha
thong thudng ma moi nguoi st dung dé truy
tim t6 tién caa ho. Thay vi thé hién hau dué
theo dong ddi truc tiép tir cha me dén con céi,
céc dong ddi s& phic tap hon nhiéu. Tat nhién,
ho s& két ndi cac thanh vién trong gia dinh,
nhung ciing két néi ban bé, gia dinh mé rong
va tham chi la nhitng nguoi hoan toan xa la.

Vi duy, néu ban viét ra tén cua gido vién giéo
duc ton gido ma loi chitng cua ba van con o lai
V6i ban cho dén ngay nay - va sau do v& cac
duong ndi ba voi tat ca cac hoc sinh khac ma
ba cling da cham dén? Hay tuong tuong xem,
tat ca cac duong ndi dén tir nhitng hoc sinh
khac ma duc tin cia ho da thu hut nhiéu nguoi
dén vaoi Chiia hon nira. Khong phai ai ciing nhd
dén nguoi phu nit d6, nhung an twong ma ba dé
lai van rat thyc. Va sau d6 1a nhitng nguoi ma
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she prayed for: some of them might not even
know how much they owe their faith to her
intercession. All that from one teacher!

In prayer today, try mapping out your own
spiritual genealogy. Write down the names of
all the people who helped bring your faith
alive. Include also the people whose faith has
sustained you over the years. Then offer the
Lord a prayer of thanksgiving and praise for all
the ways he has used them to reach out to you.

ba di cau nguyén cho: mét s ngudi trong sb
ho tham chi cd thé khong biét ho no duc tin
cua minh bao nhiéu vao su chuyén cau cua ba.
Tt ca nhitng diéu d6 dén tir mot giéo vién!

Trong 15i cau nguyén hém nay, hay thir lap so
dd gia pha tam linh cua riéng ban. Viét ra tén
cua tat ca nhimg nguoi di gitp duc tin cua ban
séng dong. Ciing bao gdm ca nhirng ngudi c6
dic tin da nang d& ban trong sudt nhimg nam
qua. Sau d6, hay dang 1én Chua 10i cau nguyén
ta on va ngoi khen vi tat ca nhitng cach ma
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Ngudi da sir dung ho dé tiép can ban. ?

d %%K
) “Lord, thank you for grafting me into the | Lay Chua, cam on Chla da ghép con vao cay g&‘
65 family tree of Abraham and Sarah!” gia pha cua Abraham va Sarah! %
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?&E Ga 8, 51-59 John 8:51-59 , 9

Y Ai gitr lo Ta sé khdng bao gio thay sw chét (Ga 8,51) %
b 6 : : : 9= ¢
é?’%@ “Never see death”? How can that be? We know | “Khong bao gio thay cai chét”? Lam thé nao

that our bodies can’t last forever. We’ve
experienced the death of friends and loved
ones. And unless the Lord returns soon, each of
us will experience death as well.

ma c6 thé duoc? Chung ta biét ring co thé
ching ta khdng thé ton tai mai mai. Ching ta
da trai nghiém qua cai chét cua ban bé va
nhitng nguoi than yéu. Va trir khi Chda sém

R

tré lai, néu khdng mdi nguoi chung ta cling s&
trai qua ci chét.
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G’Q St. Paul gives us a hint. He says we |rang chung ta da chét roi. “That vay, ching ta
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have already died. “We were indeed buried
with him through baptism into death, so that,
just as Christ was raised from the dead . . . , we
too might live in newness of life” (Romans
6:4). On the day of our baptism, we were
brought to share in Christ’s dying and all he
accomplished through his death. We died in
those waters, and we rose possessing God’s
own life, a life that can never die. United to
Christ, we are given the grace to “keep his
word” (John 8:51) and carry that word with us
into heaven. Death is not our final destiny!

da bi chdn vai Ngai qua phép ria trong su
chét, dé giong nhu Puc Kitd da song lai tir coi
chét..., thi ching ta ciing duoc séng trong doi
séng m&i” (Rm 6,4). Vao ngay chiu phép rua,
chung ta duwoc dy phan vao sy chét cua Piuc
Kitd va tat ca nhimg gi Ngai da hoan thanh qua
su chét cia minh. Ching ta dd chét trong
nhitng dong nuéc d6, va chang ta séng lai Voi
su sdng cua chinh Chla, mét su sdng khong
bao gio chét. Puoc hiép nhat véi Puc Kitd,
chiung ta dugc ban cho &n sung dé “giir 10i
Ngai” (Ga 8,51) va mang 161 d6 cung chung ta
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lén thién dang. Cai chét khong phai 1a dinh é%%(‘
ménh cudi ciing cua ching ta! %ﬁ\%
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How can an understanding of this priceless gift
of everlasting life affect the way we look at
death?

It can drive away fear. Although we may
naturally feel fear, nothing—not even death—
can separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus (Romans 8:38). Whenever we step over
that final precipice, we are caught in the arms
of his everlasting love. With that perspective,
we can deal with any lesser fears.

Lam thé nao su hiéu biét vé mon qua vo gia la
Su song vinh cuu nay cé thé anh huong deén
cach ching ta nhin nhan su chét?

N6 c6 thé xua tan ndi s hdi. Mac du ching ta
cd thé cam thdy so hdi mot cach tu nhién,
nhung khéng c6 gi - ngay ca cai chét - c6 thé
tach chuang ta ra khoi tinh yéu thuong cua
Thién Chda trong Chua Giésu Kitd (Rm 8,38).
Bat ctr khi nao chung ta buéc qua ranh gidi
cudi ciing do, chung ta dwoc 6m 4p trong vong
tay tinh yéu vinh ctiru cua Ngai. Vé6i quan diém
d6, chiing ta co thé d6i phd véi bat ky ndi so
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N6 ¢6 thé xua duéi s cé don. Ching ta khong
don doc! Chua Giésu van ¢ gan ching ta trong
nhitng chién thang va niém han hoan cling nhu

It can put loneliness to flight. We are not alone!
’%Q Jesus remains close to us in our triumphs and
exhilarations as well as in our sickness,

suffering, rejection, frustration, and confusion.
And he calls us into a community of faith with
all who have also died to sin and selfishness
and awakened to life in the kingdom of love.

trong bénh tat, dau kho, bi tir chdi, that vong va
bdi réi caa ching ta. Va Ngai moi goi ching ta
vao mot cong dong dic tin véi tat ca nhing
ngudi da chét cho toi I18i va ich ky va duoc
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thic tinh dé séng trong vurong quoc tinh yéu.
It can provide clear direction, helping us let go
of lesser concerns and prioritize what matters
most in the long run: love of God and love of
neighbor. Take a look at what worries you,
where you invest your energy. Will you be

NG ¢6 thé dwa ra huéng di ré rang, gilp ching
ta bo qua nhitng méi quan tam nho nhat hon va
vu tién cho diéu quan trong nhat vé lau dai:
tinh yéu Chua va tinh yéu tha nhan. Hay xem

= taking that with you into the heavenly | nhitng gi Iam ban lo lang, noi ban dau tw ning %
K@ | kingdom? lwong cua minh. Ban s& mang theo diéu d6 voi %ij ()
7 ban vao thién quoc cha?

%
How richly our generous God blessed us on the | Thién Chuia di ban phudc doi dao biét bao cho b?i-&

@§ day of our baptism! He has his own everlasting | ching ta trong ngay ching ta chiu phép rua! %%
S (‘ life with us! Stay close to him, treasure his | Ngai co cugc song vinh ctru cua riéng minh véi |, (‘
«5 love and his word, and let them give you hope | chiing ta! O gan Ngai, tran trong tinh yéu va | &
S e &
E (‘ beyond the grave. loi n6i cua Ngai, va d€ ching cho ban hy vong %‘
b bén kia nam mo. )
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“Jesus, thank you for uniting me with you on | Lay Chla Giésu, cam on Choa di hiép nhat

X the day of my baptism. I look forward to living | con véi Chla vao ngay con chiu phép rua. Con Cér%
= (‘ with you forever.” mong dugc song vai Chda mai mai. %&‘
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