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%ﬂ@« leaders and continue testifying to Christ? Peter | chang vé Chla Kit6? Phérd néi véi thay %%(‘
%{& tells the high priest, “We are witnesses of these | thuong té, “Chung t6i 1a nhan chting vé nhiing %Zi
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% astounding news to themselves! khong thé giit tin tc dang kinh ngac nay cho
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(‘ But beyond their own actions, there was | Nhung ngoai hanh dong cua chinh ho, con c6 %f%i(‘
/ something else going on. The Holy Spirit was | diéu gi d6 khac dang dién ra. Chlia Thanh Than 5
% at work in a powerful way and he couldn’t be | dang hoat dong theo cdch manh mé va Ngudoi %

(‘ stopped, either! Just look at what had happened | ciing khong thé bi ngin can! Hay xem nhiing é&‘
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to us. We need the Spirit, not only to help us
become effective witnesses, but to work in
mighty ways that will convince people that
Jesus is who he says he is.

So turn to the Holy Spirit and ask him to
witness with you! He will provide
opportunities to share your faith. He will give
you the courage and the right words to say. He
will come in power when you pray with
someone. He is always at work—and he can’t
be stopped!

vao ching ta. Ching ta can Chua Thanh Than,
khong chi dé gidp ching ta trd thanh nhiing
nhan ching hiéu qua, ma con dé 1am viéc theo
nhiing cach manh mé sé& thuyét phuc moi nguoi
raing Chla Giésu 13 Pang ma Nguoi noi Nguoi
la.

Vi vy, hiy huéng vé Chiia Thanh Than va cau
xin Nguoi lam chang cung ban! Nguoi s€ tao
co hoi dé chia sé dic tin cua ban. Ngudi s& ban
cho ban long can dam va nhitng 1oi dung dan
dé néi. Ngudi s& dén trong quyén ning khi ban
cau nguyén véi ai d6. Ngudi ludn 1am viéc - va
khong ai co thé ngan can Nguoi!
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In many movies or plays, there are two main
characters whom everyone remembers: a hero
and a villain, perhaps, or two star-crossed
lovers. But often enough there is a third
character who stays in the background. This
character is just as important as the “lead”
characters, but he or she gets overlooked until
the very end of the story. Unfortunately, this is
the way many people think about the Holy
Spirit—as a background character compared to
God the Father and Jesus his Son.

But the reality is that the Holy Spirit has been

Trong nhiéu bo phim hay vo kich, c6 hai nhan
vat chinh ma moi ngudi déu nhd dén: co 18 1a
mot anh hung va mot nhan vat phan dién, hoac
c6 1& 1a hai cip tinh nhan bat hanh. Nhung
thuong thi c6 mot nhan vat tha ba ¢ phia sau.
Nhén vat nay ciing quan trong nhu cac nhan
vat “chinh”, nhung anh ta hoac c0 ta lai bi bo
qua cho dén cudi cau chuyén. That khéng may,
day 1a cach nhiéu ngudi nghi vé Chia Thanh
Than - nhu mot nhan vat nén tang dwoc so
sénh vai Chua Cha va Chua Giésu Con Ngai.

Nhung thuc té 1a Chda Thanh Than da la
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Y an ever-present and equal source of power and | ngudn suac manh va an sung ludn hién dién va %?%
LS « grace since before the beginning of time. And | binh dang ké tur truéc khi bat dau thoi gian. Va %‘
p as today’s Gospel tells us, God “does not | nhu Tin Mung hom nay néi véi chung ta, ?
R(‘ ration” the Spirit (John 3:34). He has been | Thien Choa “khong han che” Chua Thanh %%%(‘
© extremely generous in pouring out his Spirit | Than (Ga 3,34). Ngai da v6 cung quang dai | S
& throughout history! trong viéc tudn d6 Thénh Linh cta minh trong %
® (‘ suot lich str! %&‘

Hay xem xét diéu nay: Chla Thanh Than di c6
mat khi Thién Chda tao dung thé gidi, “bay

Consider this: the Holy Spirit was there when
God created the world, “sweeping over the
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waters” (Genesis 1:2). He was the “breath of
life” whom God breathed into Adam and Eve
(2:7). He guided the Israelites on their desert
journey (Exodus 40:36-38), anointed King
David (1 Samuel 16:13), and inspired all the
prophets. He overshadowed Mary so that she
could conceive Jesus (Luke 1:35). He was the
power behind all of Jesus’ miracles and
preaching (Matthew 12:28). And of course, it
was the Spirit who transformed the first
disciples and sent them out to share the gospel
and build a Church that is now present in every
culture and nation in the world (Acts 1:8).

This is the Spirit you received when you were
baptized. And just as he has done in every age,
God has not rationed the gift of his Spirit in
you. He is with you to pour out endless grace
in your heart: courage, wisdom, insight,
healing, mercy, and all the other gifts and
virtues that can make you an agent of change
in this world.

What a great mystery—and what a great gift!
The Holy Spirit is with you, generously
breathing new life into you. There is no limit to
his ability to transform your heart. And there is
no limit to his power to help you share his
love.

“Lord, send forth your Spirit and renew the
face of the earth—through me!”

lwon trén mat nude” (St 1,2). Ngai l1a “sinh
khi” ma Thién Chtia da ha vao Adam va Eva
(2,7). Ngai da huéng dan dan Israel trong cudc
hanh trinh sa mac caa ho (Xh 40,36-38), xtc
dau cho Vua Pavit (1Sm 16,13), va truyén cam
hiing cho tat ca cac nha tién tri. Ngai da che
pht Dtrc Maria dé ba thy thai Chia Giésu (Lc
1,35). Ngai 1a Bang c6 quyén lyc ding sau tat
ca cac phép la va loi rao giang cua Chda Giésu
(Mt 12,28). Va tat nhién, chinh Chta Thanh
Than da bién d6i cic mon d¢ dau tién va sai ho
di chia sé Tin mung va xay dung mot Gido hoi
hién dang hién dién & moi nén vian hoa va qubc
gia trén thé gisi (Cv 1,8).

Pay 1a Thanh Than ma ban di nhan duogc khi
chiu phép rira. Va ciing nhu Ngai da lam trong
moi thoi dai, Thién Chua di khéng han ché an
hué Thanh Linh cta Ngai trong ban. Ngai &
cling ban dé tuén d6 an sang vo tan vao tam
hon ban: 1ong can dam, khon ngoan, sang sudt,
chira lanh, long thuong x6t, cung tat ca nhiing
an sing va nhan dic khéac cé thé khién ban tro
thanh tac nhan thay di trong thé gigi nay.

That 1a mot diéu bi an vi dai - va that 1a mot an
sung tuyét voi! Chiia Thanh Than ¢ cling ban,
th6i hoi thd cudc sdng mai vao ban mot cach
quang dai. Khong c6 gidi han nao vé kha ning
bién doi trai tim cua Ngai. Va khong co gioi
han nao vé kha niang gitp ban chia sé tinh yéu
cua an sung.

Lay Chua, xin sai Thanh Than caa Chua dén va
canh tan bo mat trai dat — qua con!

] Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bic Thanh, SDD.
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