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Ed 47, 1-9. 12 Ezekiel 47:1-9, 12

Nuwéc dang 1én cao thanh dong séng, chi c6 thé boi qua né (Ed 47,5)
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Today’s first reading from Ezekiel offers hope
to anyone who is feeling worn out from their
journey through Lent. In a vision, Ezekiel sees
a small trickle of water that is flowing out from
under the Temple. It seems rather insignificant.
But at the prompting of the angel, Ezekiel
follows this trickle of water farther and farther
downstream (47:2-5). As he does so, the water
gets deeper and deeper, until it flows like a vast
river. What was once a small stream has
become a substantial source of pure water that
gives life to a region that was once lifeless
(47:5).

What a wonderful promise this vision must
have been for the Jews who had been exiled to
Babylon: God was going to restore the Temple
and bring them back home! But it’s also a
promise for you as you journey through Lent.
That’s especially true if you’re tired of the
struggle of keeping your Lenten practices or if
you feel as if God’s grace and presence are but
a trickle in the desert. Maybe by this point in
Lent, you can’t even see how your sacrifices
are drawing you closer to God, and you’re
tempted to abandon them.

If that’s the case, press on and keep walking
farther downstream with the Lord! Although
persisting in your Lenten practices can be
difficult, know that they are giving you the
opportunity, time and again, to rely on God’s
grace and strength. They are also helping to
prepare you to enter into the joy of Easter, with
its promise of life-giving water to enliven and
refresh you.

Bai doc mot hém nay tir sach Edékien mang
dén hy vong cho bit ky ai dang cam thiy mét
moi sau hanh trinh Mua Chay. Trong moét thi
kién, Edékien nhin thay mot dong nudc nhod
chay ra tir dudi Dén tho. N6 c6 vé khong dang
ké. Nhung theo su chi din caa thién than,
Edékien di theo dong nudc nhé nay ngay cang
xa vé ha luu (47,2-5). Khi 6ng lam nhu vay,
dong nude ngdy cang sau hon, cho dén khi né
chay nhu mot dong séng Ién. Dong sudi nho
trudc ddy da tro thanh ngudn nuéc tinh khiét
dang ké mang lai sy song cho mot ving dat
ting khong co su song (47,5).

That 12 mot 1o hta tuyét voi ma thi kién nay
danh cho nhitng nguoi Do Thai da bi luu day
dén Babylon: Chua s& khdi phuc Dén thd va
dua ho tro vé nha! Nhung d6 ciing 1a 1oi hta
danh cho ban khi ban hanh trinh Mua Chay.
Diéu d6 dac biét ding néu ban mét moi vi phai
dau tranh dé duy tri cac thyc hanh Mua Chay
hodc néu ban cam thdy nhu an sung va su hién
dién cua Chua chi la mét dong nudc nho trong
sa mac. Co & dén thoi diém nay trong Mua
Chay, ban tham chi khdng thé thay duoc nhiing
hy sinh cia minh dang dua ban dén gan Chua
hon nhu thé ndo, va ban bi cam dd tur bo
chang.

Néu dting nhu vay, hay tiép tuc budc di xa hon
vé ha luu v&i Chtal Miac du viéc kién tri thuc
hanh Mla Chay c6 thé khé khan, nhung hiy
biét rang chung dang trao cho ban co hoi, hét
lan nay dén lan khac, dé nuong tya vao an sing
va siuc manh cta Chaa. Ching ciing dang gitip
ban chuan bi budc vao niém vui caa L& Phuc
sinh, vai 10i hira vé ngudn nudc ban sy séng dé
lam ban phan chan va tuoi méi.
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Today, take heart from Ezekiel’s vision. Trust
that as you faithfully journey with the Lord, he
will bring you to a place where you “shall bear
fresh fruit”—»because your nourishment is from
him (Ezekiel 47:12)!

“Jesus, stay by my side as I journey through
Lent! Help me to trust in your promise of
refreshment and restoration. ”

Hom nay, hay lay lai tinh than tir vién tuong
cua Edékien. Hay tin rang khi ban trung thanh
ddéng hanh cung Chua, Ngudi s& dua ban dén
MOt noi ma ban “sé sinh hoa trai twoi” - Vi
ngudn dinh dudng cua ban dén tir Nguoi (Ed
47,12)!

Lay Chuda Giésu, xin ¢ bén con khi con trai qua
Mua Chay! Xin gitp con tin vao loi hira vé su
tuoi méi va phuc hoi cua Chua.
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%ﬁ:@ Gas, 1-16 John 5:1-16 g%(‘
° ... khi mrde dwoc khudy 1én (Ga 5, 7) QK
& N

%5:2(‘ Nudc rat can thiét cho sy séng. Trong moi g%(‘

truong cuc ky khd can, cay coi ép ting giot hoi
am ra khoi dat hoac khong khi dé duy tri sy
song. Thanh s Gioan da dya trén chat luong

%q Water is essential for life. In extremely arid
environments, plants squeeze every drop of

i‘%%&‘

z moisture out of the soil or air to stay alive. St. ! ) | da d : _ 7
Y (‘ John draws on this life-giving quality of water | CUNG Cap Su Song nay Cua nuoc trE)ng T!n %(‘
S in today’s Gospel when he tells the story of | Mung hom nay khi ngai ké cau chuyén Chla | S

Giésu chira lanh mot ngudi dan 6ng gan ho
nudc ¢ Giérusalem.

Jesus healing a man near a pool in Jerusalem. é{’%
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Jesus sees this man, who stayed by a pool
known to have healing powers but for
% whatever reason had never been healed.

“Someone else gets down there before me,” the
= man says (John 5:7). Acc_ording to an ancient
il (‘ tradition, the pool contained healing powers
) only at certain times, when God stirred it up.
The movement likely came from an
underground spring that would occasionally
In biblical

Chua Giésu nhin thiy nguoi dan 6ng nay,
ngudi da & bén mot hd nude dugc cho 1a co
kha nang chtra bénh nhung vi ly do gi d6 ma
chua bao gio dugc chira lanh. “C6 nguoi khac
xudng d6 trude toi,” nguoi ndy noi (Ga 5 7).
Theo mét truyén théng c6 xua, hd nudc chi
chta nang lyc chita bénh vao nhitng thoi diém
nhét dinh, khi Thién Chta khudy dong né. Sy
chuyén dong c6 thé dén tir mot con sudi ngam

@ flow into the pool. language . . r A RA 2 - - | g
: . ' | thinh thoang chay vao h c. Theo ngbn n d
§ (‘ running water, as opposed to the still water of a X A g a,y 10 o g gu f&ﬁ%(‘
) 1 lled “livi tor” Kinh thanh, nudc chay, trai ngugC V4i nudc | «,
g’rq pool, was called “living water. tinh 1ang cua hd nude, duoc goi 14 “nude su C?%
(‘ song”. «
9 %

C6 mot diéu tro tréu kich tinh & ddy: ngudi dan
ong dang ké cau chuyén khon kho cta minh
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There is dramatic irony here: the man was

@ , = , = A Y A 5 A 5 , @”
5 R« telling his tale of woe to Jesus, the source of all Vol Cz‘hua glei‘u,lgalnélguoghmacg_gua t;;ga n“?c %%&‘
$ living water (John 4:10, 14). Jesus had no need S E0iY ((GF) 51107, ChiTE) Eitstl [t @ 9

st dung ho nuéc. Tat ca nhitng gi Ngai phai
lam 1a dua ra mot 161 ménh Iénh, va nguoi dan
ong da dugc chira lanh.

to use the pool. All he had to do was give a
word of command, and the man was healed.
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& Ching ta c6 thé thdy minh trong mét tinh @”R
l% () hudng tré tréu twong tu trong mdi twong quan g%&‘
cua ching ta v6i Chua Giésu. Vi vay, ching ta g”q
thuong huéng vé Thién Chuaa dé giai quyét mot %&‘
s6 van dé hodc ban on lanh cho chung ta. Tat | &
g% God to solve some problem or to grant us a nhién, ban than diéu nay khéng xau - Chua %%
« blessing. Of course this is not bad in itself— |~ /e oa 1 mong muén tu nhién ciia con %‘

%ﬁ‘ Jesus started with the man’s natural desire: neudi: “Ban c0 muén duoc khoe manh

ya

G’Qg
“Do you want to be well?” (John 5:6). But if |, ¥ - ., AN %
© our relationship with Jesus is limited to such imz?” (G 3, ©), Wiimiig mell (78] (Tem guen %‘

% We can find ourselves in a similar irony in our
« relationship with Jesus. So often we turn to

cua chung ta véi Chua Giésu chi gigi han trong %é%
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By |, ey e v ey )| v e, i o | R
$<§ ' thé c6 nghia la chung ta dang tim kiém Ngai vi ?

& of who he is. nhitng gi Ngai c6 thé 1am cho ching ta, chu %%%
§R khong phai vi Ngai 12 ai. %
q . . .| ¢

L (] Giéng nhu ngusi bén hé nwéc, ching ta c6 thé @g%(t
& nhé Chua Giésu dang ding trugc mat ching ta, | &
%ﬂ% : : la ngudn mach cua sy sdng va su chira lanh %%
q&‘ Like the man by the pool, we can miss Jesus e e A Ry AP - ' %&‘
b - : Ngai c6 thé lam diu con khat tinh yéu, sy tha |

G standing before us, the source of life and tht. tr do vi ¢ nehia ciia ching 1. Su hia &
=X | healing. He can quench our thirst for love, for d.‘f’ v ONV?.y I,lgthl? cua (é.ungh,a. tu 'fl’n 5%(‘
O forgiveness, for freedom and meaning. His | 9'¢ cua Ngal CO Thc x0a diu chung ta M| Se

& L y¢ su song. Ngai ¢é thé mang dén cho chudn @
& resence can soothe us like living water. He | MWOC St SONg. INQ 18 ettt 9 &
l@%j(‘ P g ta mot sy binh an khong dén roi di. Trong @

o) can fill us with a peace that doesn’t come and NGai ching ta co thé tim thiv cau tra Ioi | 9
L go. In him we can find answers; we can find hg,al, f ur]gth?t\co th? r']m ay é?]u rat o %
- (‘ hope. We can find him who satisfies us like ching ta co the tim thay Ny vong. ~nung ta co (‘
” : thé tim thay Ngai, Pang théa man ching ta nhu | $

& nothing else can. R LA D R
% khong c6 gi khéc co thé.
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g Jesus is offering you his Iivin.g water today. | Hom nay Chiia Giésu dang dé nghi Chqo bg}n %
g (‘ Yo_u_may see obstacles in your life; you may be | nugc hang séng cua Ngai; Ban c6 thé thay %tﬁ (‘
b waiting for the pool to stir or for someone to | nhitng tro ngai trong cudc song caa ban; ban cé

@ ; : : . ¢
%« carry you. But Je_sus stands ready to cut right | the doi ho nudc khuiy dong hoic ai ’d(’) cdng %(‘
through your circumstances, to heal and | ban. Nhung Chua Giésu san sang cat ngang é,::&

15 (‘ restore. hoan canh cua ban, dé chita lanh va phuc héi. i’f%i (‘
A e ~ s - 7
I “Jesus, Healer, I thirst for your living waters.” La){ C}f,”a (%zesu, ,Dang chiza lanh, con khat %
(‘ nuéc song cua Chia. @
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° () Nguén: the word among us g&‘

Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaolé Vit Bic Thanh, SDD. %%(‘
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