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By Tuin 5 Thwong Nién 0
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@ Is6,1-8  Isaiah 6:1-8 g%&‘
E Téi da thay Chua (Is 6,1) =
C e

@ How would you feel if you saw the Lord? | Ban s& cam thdy thé nao néu ban nhin thay é{’(i
% Amazed? Afraid? Even ashamed? That’s what | Chia? Kinh ngac? So¢ hai? Tham chi xau ho? %&‘
happened to Isaiah in today’s first reading. He | D6 1a nhimg gi da xay ra véi Isaia trong bai 9

%&‘ beheld almighty God, seated on his heavenly | doc mot hém nay. Ong da nhin thay Thién %%&‘
o

) throne, with angelic beings shouting, “Holy, | Chua toan nang, ngu trén ngai vang trén troi, |

& holy, holy is the Lord!” (6:3). Overwhelmed, | v6i cac thién than tung hd, "Thanh, thanh, Cg%g
Isaiah cried, “Woe is me!” and confessed that | thanh la Chta!" (6,3). Qua choang ngop, Isaia %‘
he was unworthy to stand before the Lord | dd kéu 1én, "Khon nan cho t6i!" va tha nhéan (;R
(6:5). rang 6ng khong xung dang dé dimg truéc Chla %“
(6,5). 9=
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Peter had a similar experience in today’s | Phérd da co mot trai nghiém tuwong tu trong %‘2&
Gospel. Weary from a long, unsuccessful night | Phic am hém nay. Mét moi vi mot dém danh %
of fishing, he was cleaning his nets when Jesus | c4 dai khong thanh cong, ong dang giat ludi thi & (‘
told him, “Put out into deep water and lower | Chua Giésu bao éng, "Hay cheo ra cho nudc | &
your nets for a catch” (Luke 5:4). Peter must | SAu va tha lugi xubng dé bat ca" (Lc 5,4). ?%‘:\i‘
have grumbled as he cast his empty nets yet | Phérd han da cau nhau khi 6ng lai tha lugi | $
again. But once he saw the miraculous catch of | tréng. Nhung mot khi nhin thidy mé ca ky diéu, %ﬁ
fish, Peter fell to his knees, pleading, “Depart | Phérd da quy xubng, cau xin, "Lay Chua, xin | < (‘

Al

from me, Lord, for I am a sinful man” (5:8). tranh xa con, vi con la ké toi 1oi" (5,8).
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? How wonderful that God didn’t leave Peter and | That tuyét voi khi Chia khong bo roi Phéré va | Z
5(‘ Isaiah in their fear and shame! Instead, he | Isaia trong noi s¢ hai va xau ho! Thay vao do, ?f%%
© called them closer! God touched Isaiah and | Ngai goi ho lai gan hon! Thién Chua da cham | S
I cleansed him of his sin. Even more, God | vao lsaia va tay sach t6i 15i cua dng. Tham chi, %
® (‘ invited him to speak to his people. And Jesus | Thién Chia con moi goi 6ng noi chuyén voi %&‘

patiently reassured Peter, saying, “Do not be | dan Ngai. Va Chua Giésu di kién nhan tran an %
afraid,” and welcomed him to join in his | Phérd, néi rang: "Dung s¢", va chao don ong | I (‘
mission of “catching men” (Luke 5:10). tham gia vao st ménh "danh ludi nguoi” cua

$
4 =
Ngai (Lc 5,10). g%g‘

He will do the same for you. Today, you have | Ngai ciing s€ lam nhu vay vai ban. HOm nay, g“’é%
the chance to see the Lord—at Mass, as you | ban c6 co héi dwoc nhin thz?'}y Chua - trong gi&‘.‘
ponder his word, or as you gaze upon the | Thanh I¢, khi ban suy gam vé loi Ngai, hoac %?%
beauty of this natural world. In the brightness | khi ban ngam nhin vé dep cua thé gigi tu nhién :&‘
of his glory, you may become more aware of | nay. Trong anh sang vinh quang cua Ngai, ban ?‘*‘
your darkness and sinfulness. But you will also | c6 thé nhan thirc 13 hon vé bong tdi va toi 16i %%(‘
realize that God is far more holy and loving | cia minh. Nhung ban cling s€ nhan ra rang ﬁgx
than you have ever imagined. He will offer you | Thién Chuda thanh thién va yéu thuong hon %
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his mercy and invite you to follow him more
closely.

Whenever you feel inadequate or afraid in
God’s presence, remember Isaiah and Peter.
Don’t allow those feelings to hold you back or
paralyze you or make you feel disqualified
from following Jesus. He loves you perfectly.
He is so holy, so merciful, so good. You don’t
have to be afraid.

“Here [ am, Lord. I want to see you.”

nhiéu so véi nhitng gi ban ting tuéng tuong.
Ngai sé ban cho ban long thuong x6t va moi
goi ban theo Ngai chat ch& hon.

Bat ci khi ndo ban cam thdy khong du kha
nang hoac s¢ hai trudc su hién dién caa Chua,
hdy nhé dén lsaia va Phérd. Pung dé nhiing
cam xuc do kim ham ban hoac lam ban té liét
hodc khién ban cam thiy khong du tu cach dé
theo Chua Giésu. Ngai yéu ban mot cach hoan
hao. Ngai rat thanh thién, rat thwong xot, rét tot
lanh. Ban khong can phai so hi.

Lay Chua, ndy con day. Con mudn gap Chua.

Lcs5, 1-11 Luke 5:1-11
Con Ia ké i 13i (Lc 5,8)

Today’s readings describe the dramatic
encounters with God that Isaiah, Paul, and
Peter each experienced. Isaiah “saw the Lord”
in the Temple (6:1). Paul was on his way to
arrest Christians when Jesus “appeared to me”
(1 Corinthians 15:8). And Peter recognized the
holiness of God in a miraculous catch of fish
that he hauled in at Jesus’ word. Each of these
men realized that he was in the presence of the
all-holy God, and each was cut to the heart.

There is something convicting about the holy
presence of the Lord. We are a mixture of good
and bad, but God is completely good, faithful,
and pure. And in the presence of such purity,
all of our illusions of self-righteousness melt
away. Isaiah cried out, “Woe is me! . . . [ am a
man of unclean lips!” (6:5). Paul called himself
“not fit to be called an apostle” (1 Corinthians
15:9). Peter pleaded, “Depart from me, Lord,
for I am a sinful man” (Luke 5:8). Like these
men, when we realize how holy God is, we
can’t help but see our unworthiness.

Cac bai doc hdm nay mé ta nhirng cudc gap go
day kich tinh véi Thién Chia ma Isaia, Phaold
va Phérd ting trai qua. Ngon st Isaia “da thay
Chua” trong Bén thd (6,1). Phaold dang trén
duong di bat cac tin hiru Kitd thi Chla Giésu
da “hi¢n ra voi t61” (1Cr 15,8). Va Phéré da
nhan ra su thanh thién caa Thién Chua qua mét
mé c& ky diéu ma 6ng di bat duoc theo 10i
Chua Giésu. Mbi nguoi trong sé ho déu nhan
ra rang minh dang ¢ tru6c mat Thién Chua
toan nang, va mdi ngudi déu bi don tim.

C6 didu gi @6 xéac tin vé& sy hién dién thanh
thién cua Chda. Ching ta 1a mot hon hop cua
diéu tét va diéu xau, nhung Thién Chua hoan
toan tdt, trung tin va trong sach. Va trudc su
trong sach nhu vay, tat ca nhitng 4o tuong vé
su ty cho minh 1a dung dan cua chang ta déu
tan bién. Ngon st Isaia kéu 1én, “Khén cho
t6i!... Toi 1a nguoi c6 mdi 6 ué! ” (6,5). Phaold
tu nhan minh “khong thich hop dé dugc goi 1a
tong d6” (1Cr 15,9). Phéré nai xin: “Lay Chua,
xin hay lia xa con, vi con 1a nguoi toi 16i” (Lc
5,8). Gidng nhu nhimg ngudi ndy, khi nhan ra
Thién Chua thanh thién nhu thé ndo, ching ta
khong thé khdng thay su bat xting caa minh.
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We may not have dramatic experiences like
these every day, and it can be easy to lose sight
of God’s holy presence in the busyness of the
day. But God’s holiness can and should fill us
with reverence and awe. He can break through
X our fog anytime: when we are praying, like
ﬁﬁ‘ Isaiah, or during our work, like Peter. He can
even reveal himself when we are intent on
doing evil, like Paul! How will we respond
when he does? With gratitude for his mercy?
Or will we reject the grace he is offering us?

@

Every Sunday we pray, “Lord, I am not
worthy.” Today, as we stand before our all-holy
God who loves us, let’s speak those words with
humble hearts. Let’s turn away from our sins
and receive his forgiveness.
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Don’t let your unworthiness keep you from
Jesus. Don’t let it stop you from doing his will.
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Ching ta c6 thé khéng c6 nhiing trai nghiém
4n tuong nhu thé ndy mdi ngay va co thé dé
dang danh mat sy hién dién thanh thién cua
Thién Chua trong su ban ron cua ngay hom
nay. Nhung su thanh thién cua Thién Chia co
thé va s& khién chung ta tran ddy su ton kinh
va kinh so. Ngai c6 thé pha tan 16p suong mu
cua ching ta bat ctr luc nao: khi chung ta dang
cau nguyén, nhu Isaia, hoic trong khi ching ta
lam viéc, nhu Phérd. Ngai tham chi c6 thé to
minh khi chiing ta c6 y dinh lam diéu ac, giéng
nhu Phaold! Chung ta s& tra 101 nhu thé nao khi
Ngai 1am nhu vay? Vi 1ong biét on dbi véi
long thuong x4t cua Ngai? Hay ching ta s€ tu
chéi an sung ma Ngai dang ban cho chiing ta?

MJi Chu nhat, ching ta ciu nguyén: “Lay
Chua, con khong xung dang”. Hom nay, khi
ching ta ding trudc Thién Chula toan thanh,
Pang yéu thuong ching ta, chung ta hiy noi
nhiing 11 d6 v6i tam 1ong khiém nhuong. Hay
quay lung lai véi toi 16i cia minh va dén nhan
su tha thir ctia Ngai.

Pumng dé su bat xiing caa ban ngan can ban véi
Chua Giésu. Pung d¢ nd ngan can ban lam
theo y muon cua Ngai.
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@"Q “Thank you, Lord, for your mercy!” Lay Chua, con cam tg Chiia vi long thuong xot
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) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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