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S Mt 4, 12-17. 23-25 Matthew 4:1?-17, 23-25 %
%ﬁ‘ Moi ngudi ngoi trong bdong toi sé nhin thay mot anh sang huy hoang (Mt 4,16) %%&‘
) . % )
§<§ The dim glow of a nightlight can be so | Anhsang mo do cua den ngu c6 the rat de chiu. é{’(i
% comforting. Not only does it dispel the pitch- | N6 khong chi xua tan bong t6i den kit cua man @
black darkness of night, but it also illuminates | dém ma con soi sang nhitng chuéng ngai vat 9

%&‘ obstacles that might get in the way if we want | c6 thé can dudng néu ching ta muén roi khoi %%&‘
o

) to leave a room. Light enables us to see the | phong. Anh séng gidp ching ta nhin thay thuc )
& reality of the world around us. te cua the gidgi xung quanh. %
(]

In today’s Gospel, Matthew quotes the prophet | Trong Tin mung hom nay, Matthew trich dan G’R
Isaiah, who promises that the people “who sit | 10i tién tri Isaiah, nguoi hira rang nhiing nguoi ?%(‘
in darkness” will see “a great light” (Matthew | “ngdi trong bong t6i” s& thdy “mot anh sang | 9=
4:16). In Isaiah’s time, the northern kingdom of | huy hoang” (Mt 4,16). Vao thoi cua lsaiah, %
Israel was under brutal Assyrian rule. Though | vuong qudc Israel & phia bic ndm dudi sy cai %&‘
they lived in darkness, Isaiah prophesied that | tri tan bao cua ngudi Assyria. Mac du ho song %
one day a light would arise—a child who | trong bong t6i, Isaiah da tién tri rang mot ngay & (‘
would become “Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:5; | nao d6 moét anh sang s€ xuat hién - mot dua tré | 2
Matthew 4:16). By citing Isaiah, Matthew is | sé tro thanh “Hoang tir hoa binh” (Is 9,5; Mt %@‘
pointing to Jesus as the fulfillment of this | 4,16). Bang céach trich dan lsaiah, Matthew | $
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% prophecy. dang chi ra Chia Giésu 12 sy (g nghi¢m cia %%i(‘
) |oi tién tri nay. S

»

TAt nhién, Chua Giésu khong dén dé giai thoat %
at nhien, Chua Giesu khong deén de glal thoa é&‘

? Of course, Jesus didn’t come to liberate us | chung ta khoi nhiing ke thong tri ngoai bang; | 2
5(‘ from foreign rulers; he came to set us free from | Ngai den dé giai thoat chung ta khoi toi 16i va ?f%%
S sin and death. He is “the light of the world” | su chét. Ngai 1a “anh sang cua thé gian” (Ga | 9
& (John 8:12) because only he can show us a way | 8,12) vi chi c6 Ngai méi c6 thé chi cho ching %
® « out of spiritual darkness. Only he can liberate | ta cach thoat khoi bong toi tdm linh. Chi co %&‘

us from the pain and confusion that have | Ngai mai co ’thé’giéi thoat ching ta khoi noi %
plagued our world throughout history. dau va su boi roi da tung hanh ha thé gidi o (‘
ching ta trong suot chicu dai lich sur.
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Think about all the ways that Jesus is the light | Hay nghi vé tat ca nhitng cach ma Chla Giésu %&
of your life. He reveals the truths of the gospel | 14 4nh séang cua cudc doi ban. Ngai tiét 16 g“’é%
and shows you the paths you should walk in. | nhing I& that cua Tin mung va chi cho ban gﬁi‘
He opens your eyes so that you can understand | nhirng con duong ban nén di. Ngai m¢ mat ban %?%
how greatly you are loved and how you can | d¢ ban co thé hiéu dugc minh dugc yéu thuong E&‘
share that love with the people around you. He | nhidu dén mutic nao va lam thé nao ban c6 thé | 9=
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helps you perceive the obstacles that stand in | chia s¢ tinh yéu d6 véi nhirng nguoi xung %

=
the way of your relationship with him. And he | quanh. Ng’ai gilp ban nhan ra nhiing troé ngai @&
expands your vision to include not only | can tr6 moi twong quan cua ban vai Ngai. Va %
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worldly concerns but the promise of eternal
life.

If you are facing some kind of “darkness” in
your life right now—something confusing or
something you can’t see your way out of—fix
your eyes on Jesus. Even if you feel as if you
are still in the dark, cling to him in trust and
believe that he will lead and guide you. Jesus is
truly the light of the world. As you follow him
step-by-step, he will give you the eyes to see!

“Lead, Kindly Light, amid the encircling
gloom. . . . I do not ask to see the distant scene;
one step enough for me” (St. John Henry
Newman).

Ngai mé rong tam nhin cua ban dé bao gém
khdng chi nhitng moi quan tdm tran tuc ma con
ca loi hira vé su song vinh ctru.

Néu ban dang phai déi mat véi mot loai "béng
t6i" nao do trong cudc séng cua minh ngay lic
nay - mot diéu gi d6 khé hiéu hodc mot diéu gi
d6 ma ban khong thé nhin thay 16i thoat - hay
huéng mat vé Chda Giésu. Ngay ca khi ban
cam thay nhu minh van con trong béng t6i, hdy
bam chat vao Ngai trong su tin twdng va tin
rang Ngai s& dan dat va chi bao ban. Chula
Giésu thuc sy 1a anh séang cua thé gian. Khi
ban budc theo Ngai tirng budc mot, Ngai sé
ban cho ban d6i mét dé nhin!

"Hay dan dit con, hdi Anh sang nhan ti, gitra
bong toi bao trum... Con khong cau mong
dugc thdy quang canh xa x0i; mot bugc chan
thoi 1a da véi con roi” (Thanh John Henry
Newman).

] Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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