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Gal, 35-42 John 1:35-42
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The two disciples heard what he said and followed Jesus. (John 1:37)

How do you respond to those those major
changes in your life? Maybe you’ve had to
leave one job to find another. Maybe your last
child has left home to strike out on their own.
Or maybe your spouse has passed on to the
5} Lord. If you’ve ever wondered what you will
do with the next chapter of your life, know that
you have a friend in heaven who is praying for
you: John the Baptist.
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Imagine John in today’s Gospel. It must have
been exciting to point to Jesus and proclaim,
“Behold, the Lamb of God!” (John 1:36). He
must have been thrilled to know that
everything he had worked toward had come to
fulfillment. But he must have also felt a twinge
of sadness when his disciples began leaving
him and following Jesus (1:37). Of course he
was excited for them and their new mission,
but their new beginning marked a kind of end
for him. As he said a little later, it was now
time for Jesus to “increase” and for him to
“decrease” (3:30).
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But notice that when John entered this new
phase of his life, he didn’t come to a full stop.
He continued to baptize people, only now he
was sending them to Jesus (John 3:23). He
continued to call Herod to repentance
(Matthew 14:3-5). And even after he was
arrested, he kept pointing people to the Lord so
they would encounter him for themselves
(11:2-6).
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John is a clear example that God is never done
with us. He always has a mission for us, even
as one chapter of our lives comes to an end and
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Ban phan tng thé nao véi nhitng thay doi 16n
trong cudc sdng ciia minh? C6 thé ban da phai
bo mot cdng viéc dé tim mot cong viéc khac.
C6 thé dua con Gt ctia ban da roi nha dé tu 1ap.
Hosc c6 thé vo/chong ban da qua doi. Néu ban
ting tu hoi minh s& 1am gi véi chuong tiép
theo cua cudc doi, hdy biét rang ban c6 mot
ngudi ban trén thién dang dang cau nguyén cho
ban: Gioan Tay Gia.

Hay tudng tuong Gioan trong Tin mung hém
nay. Chac han 6ng rat phan khich khi chi vao
Chia Giésu va tuyén bd: "Pay Chién Thién
Chua!" (Ga 1,36). Ong han da rat vui mung khi
biét rang moi nd luc cia minh di dugc dén
dap. Nhung 6ng ciing cam thay budn khi céc
mon dé bat dau roi bo dng va theo Chlia Giésu
(Ga 1,37). Tat nhién 6ng rat phan khich vi ho
va str ménh mai cua ho, nhung khai dau mai
cta ho danh dau mot kiéu két thiic ddi véi ong.
Nhu ong di noi sau d6 mot chat, gio da dén lac
Chua Giésu "I6n 1én" va 6ng "nho lai" (Ga
3,30).

Nhung hay luu ¥ rang khi Gioan buéc vao giai
doan mai nay cua cugc doi, ong khong dung
lai hoan toan. Ong tiép tuc lam phép rura cho
moi ngudi, chi co diéu by gio ong dang sai ho
dén voi Chla Giésu (Ga 3,23). Ong tiép tuc
kéu goi Herode an nan (Mt 14,3-5). Va ngay ca
sau khi bi bat, dng van tiép tuc chi moi nguoi
dén vai Chiia dé ho c6 thé ty minh gap g Ngai
(11,2-6).

Gioan la mot vi du rd rang rang Chaa khong
bao gio dung lai vai chdng ta. Ngai lubn cé
mot s ménh danh cho chdng ta, ngay ca khi
mot chuong trong cudc doi ching ta két thic
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another one begins. Maybe he is calling you to | va mét chuong khac bat dau. Co thé Ngai dang |
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% greater involvement in your parish. Or maybe | kéu goi ban tham giaqnhiéu hon vao gido xur %
§$ he’s sending you into the community to care | cua minh. Hoac co thé Ngai dang sai ban vao %‘
= for the poor and suffering. Or maybe he is | cong dong dé chdam séc nguoi nghéo va dau c?%%
@‘ asking you to take on the hidden role of an | kho. Hoac c6 thé Ngai dang yéu cau ban dam z&‘
? intercessor. The possibilities are as endless as | nhan vai tro an giau cia mot nguoi cau bau. ?
% his love is. Every day, no matter your state in | Kha nang 1a vo tan nhu tinh yéu cua Ngai. Moi %«
) life, Jesus stands before you and says, “Here | ngay, t)ét ké ban dang ¢ trang thai nao trong %
X we are, you and I; let me show you the mission | cugc song, Chua Giésu déu ding tru¢c mat ban %
?ﬂ‘ I have for you today.” va noi, "Ching ta ¢ day, ban va t6i; hay dé toi %‘
= chi cho ban st ménh ma t6i danh cho ban ngay %é%
% hom nay." ﬂ‘
3y 2
%1 “Thank you, Lord, that I can serve you right | Lay Chla, con cam on Chua vi con ¢ thé phuc %
S « here, right now!” vu Chula ngay tai day, ngay luc nay! g&‘
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) Nguon: the word among us ?é%{
Chuyén ngir: Linh myc Phaold Vii Buc Thanh, SDD. =0
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