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« At many wedding receptions, the bride and | Trong nhiéu tiéc cudi, cd dau va chd ré ngoi ¢ ﬂ‘
groom sit at a head table surrounded by their | ban chinh, xung quanh la céc thanh vién gia | 9

%&‘ family members and dearest friends for all | dinh va nhitng ngudi ban than thiét nhat dé tat %%&‘
o

) their guests to see. But imagine the bride and | ca khach moi nhin tr)éy. Nhung hdy tuéng |
& groom stepping aside and inviting mere | tugng c6 dau va chi ré busc sang mot bén va %
acquaintances to sit in their places. Then, | moi nhitng ngudi quen bi€t ngoi vao cho cua %2&‘
instead of enjoying the food that was prepared | ho. Sau d6, thay vi thuong thire @6 an da dugc (;R
for them, they would spend their whole | chuan bi cho ho, ho s& danh toan bo tiéc cudi %“
wedding reception serving their guests. It | @& phuc vu khach moi. it nhat thi d6 cing 1a | 9=
would be memorable, to say the least! diéu déang nho! %«
o0

@
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While this example is dramatic, the inversion | Mac di vi du ndy rat 4n tuong, nhung su dao S(i%g
of values in today’s Gospel is equally dramatic. | ngugc gia tri trong Phuc 4m hom nay cling an (‘
L n , . LA S
After arriving in Capernaum, Jesus asks the | tuong khong kém. Sau khi den Capernaum, a=
disciples, “What were you arguing about on the | Chua Giésu hdi cac mén d¢: "Trén duong di, ?%:i‘
way?” (Mark 9:33). The disciples, to their | cdc con da tranh luan vé diéu gi?" (Mc 9,33). | 9
embarrassment, had been discussing who | Cac mon d¢, véi’su boi roi cua ho, da thao luan %ﬁ
among them was the greatest. Jesus responds | xem ai trong s6 ho 1a nguoi Ion nhat. Chla | s, (‘
with an incredibly countercultural message: if | Giésu tra loi bang mét thong diép cuc Ky trai %
you want to be the greatest, you must be the | ngugc v&i van héa: néu ban muon tré thanh %&‘
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) last and the servant of all (see 9:35). ngudi 16n nhat, ban phai 1a nguoi rot hétvala | 2
5(‘ nguoi phuc vu moi nguoi (xem 9,35). %%%‘
b 9
N Mzc dii c6 thé c6 doi chut khac bigt doi véi | &%
® (‘ While it might look a little different for each | moi nguoi, nhung moi ngudi déu mong muon %&‘

person, everyone desires to be important. We | tr¢ nén quan trong. Co Ié;ét ca chung ta déu RE %
probably would all be happy to be known as | vui ming khi dugc biét dén 1a "nguoi lén nhat” | 52 (‘
“the greatest” at something. But too often, | trong mot di€u gi d6. Nhung thuong thi su vi ?
greatness is measured in what is external: | dai dugc do bang nhitng gi bén ngoai: pha vo %%(‘
records broken, albums sold, or dollars made. | ky luc, ban album hogc kieém dugc do la. Trong %&
In the kingdom of God, greatness lies not in | vuong quoc cua Chda, sy vi dai khéng nam ¢ g“’é%
being noticed or praised but in being a servant. | viéc duoc chl y hay ca ngoi ma la tro thanh | o E

Vi

nguoi phuc vu. %%&‘
Chances are, God will not ask you to forgo | Rat cd thé, Chua s& khong yéu cau ban tir bo vi ?‘*‘
your spot at the head table on your wedding | tri cua minh tai ban ti¢c chinh trong ngay cudi. %%(‘
day. But he does ask you to serve. Each day | Nhung Ngai yéu cau ban phuc vu. Moi ngay, @é
God offers you a host of opportunities to make | Chua ban cho ban v6 s6 co hoi d€ trg thanh %
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yourself a “servant of all” (Mark 9:35). These
don’t have to be grand acts. As St. Thérese of
Lisieux once said, “Miss no single opportunity
of making some small sacrifice, here by a
smiling look, there by a kindly word; always
doing the smallest right and doing it all for
love.”

Service and sacrifice are like any skill; if you
want to develop it, you need to practice. So
stay up later to put away the dishes or take on
an extra responsibility at work without being
noticed. Every time you put someone else’s
needs ahead of your own, you are setting aside
your desire to be great and instead reflecting
the greatness of your Savior.

“Lord, give me the grace to desire to be last.”

“nguoi phuc vu moi nguoi” (Mc 9,35). Nhirng
diéu nay khong nhat thiét phai 1a nhitng hanh
dong l6n lao. Nhu Thanh Teresa thanh Lisieux
d3 timg ndi, “Dung bo 15 bit ky co hoi nao dé
thuc hién mot su hy sinh nho bé, ¢ day bang
mot cai nhin twoi cuoi, & d6 bang mot loi noi
ttr té; ludn lam diéu dung dan nho nhat va lam
tat ca vi tinh yéu”.

Phuc vu va hy sinh giéng nhu bat ky ky ning
nao; néu ban muén phét trién né, ban can phai
thuc hanh. Vi vay, hay thirc khuya hon dé rira
bat dia hodac dam nhan thém trach nhiém tai
noi 1am viéc ma khong bi chi y. Méi khi ban
dat nhu cau cia nguoi khac 1én trén nhu cau
cua ban than, ban dang gat bé mong muén tro
nén vi dai cia minh va thay vao d6 phan anh
su vi dai ctia Bang Ctru RAi caa ban.

Lay Chua, xin ban cho con on uwéc mudn dugc
la nguoi rot het.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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