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%&‘ Anh sé lam chitng nhan cho Pang ay trwéc mat moi nguwoi vé cac dieu anh da thay va da
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« “How could God still love me?” This question | “Lam sao Chtia van cd thé yéu t6i?”” Cau hoi ﬂ‘
L

tends to burden us at those times when we’ve | nay thuong lam ching ta dau dau vao nhiing ?
fallen short and turned away from the Lord. | luc ching ta da sa ngd va quay lung lai Vi %%h
) That’s why today’s feast of the Conversion of | Chua. D6 1a 1y do tai sao I¢ Thanh Phaold tro %
St. Paul can be a great source of hope for us. lai hém nay c6 thé la nguon hy vong Ion lao %
cho ching ta. B (‘
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It’s easy to look at Paul’s actions and agree that | That dé dang dé nhin vao hanh dong cua %@‘
he should be considered the worst of all sinners | Phaol va dong y rang ong nén duoc coi la toi | 9
(1 Timothy 1:15). He persecuted the early | nhan t6i té nhat (1Tm 1,15). Ong da dan ap %
Church, looking to arrest those who were | Gido hdi so khai, tim cach bat gitt nhimg nguoi | (‘
trying to follow the teachings of Christ. He dang ¢b gang tuan theo l6i day cua Chua Kito. %
stood by and approved of the stoning of | Ong da dung ra va chap thuén viéc ném da %Ezi‘
Stephen, the first martyr of the Church. He was | Stephano, vi tir dao dau tién cta Gido hgi. Ong | 2
convinced that his acts were righteous, even as | tin rang hanh dong cua minh 1a chinh nghia, %%%
he punished innocent men and women alike. If | ngay ca khi dng trirng phat ca nhitng nguoi dan | S
God had chosen to reject Paul, we might see it | 6ng va phu nir vo toi. Néu Chua da chon tir %«
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S as a just sentence. chéi Phaold, chung ta co thé coi d6 1a mot ban
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? Nhung Chua da lam moi ngudi ngac nhién! ?

Y R(‘ But God surprised everyone! As the apostle | Nhu tong do noi voi nhitng nguoi ¢ Jerusalem %%&‘
© tells the people in Jerusalem in today’s first | trong bai doc mot hom nay, thay vao do, Chiia |

reading, God chose instead to reveal himself to | @& chon mac khai chinh minh cho Phaolé, kéu %&
Paul, to call him to repentance, and to use him | goi 6ng &n ndn va su dung 6ng nhu mot “nhén | (‘
as a “witness before all to what you have seen | chimg truéc mat moi nguoi v€ nhirg dicu anh %ér%
and heard” (Acts 22:15). em da thay va da nghe” (Cv 22,15). é&‘
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Su tr¢ lai cta Phaold dac biét co lién quan vao @ff'g%(‘
Paul’s conversion is especially relevant now, at | lic ndy, khi bit ddu Nam Thanh nay. Di voi %g&
the beginning of this Jubilee Year. For the | ngudi Do Thai, Nam Thanh 1a thoi diém danh %

Jewish people, the Jubilee was a time marked | dau sy tha thir cac khoan no va giai thoat khoi é&‘
by forgiveness of debts and freedom from | ach nd I€. Poi véi chiing ta, day la thoi diem dé g&%
bondage. For us, it is a time to celebrate the | an ming su tw do ma chung ta c6 trong Chla @
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freedom we have in Christ. God does not want | Kitd. Chiia khong mudn chang ta dinh nghia | 9
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(‘ us to define ourselves by our past. He wants to
cancel our debts, shower us with his mercy,
and offer us the grace to live each day in a way
that is pleasing to him.

So no matter how far from the love of Christ
you may feel you are, know that he is waiting
for you to return to him. There is nothing you
have done or will do that disqualifies you from
receiving his love and mercy. If he can forgive
Paul and use him for his eternal purposes, he
can do the same for you!
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“Lord Jesus, thank you for offering me a new
beginning this Jubilee Year!”
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ban than minh bang qué kht. Ngai mudn xoa
bo cac khoan ng cua ching ta, ban cho ching
ta long thuong x6t ctia Ngai va ban cho chung
ta an sung dé sbng mdi ngay theo cach lam dep
Iong Ngai.

Vi vay, bat ké ban cam thiy minh xa céch tinh
yéu cua Chua Kité dén mic nao, hay biét rang
Ngai dang cho doi ban tro vé véi Ngai. Khong
¢6 diéu gi ban da lam hodc s& 1am khién ban
khong du diéu kién dé nhan duoc tinh yéu va
long thuong x6t cua Ngai. Néu Ngai co thé tha
thir cho Phaold va stir dung 6ng cho muc dich
vinh ctru ciia Ngai, thi Ngai cling c6 thé lam
nhu vay cho ban!

Lay Chuaa Giésu, con cam on Chua da ban cho
con mot khoi dau méi trong Nam Thanh nay!

=N
@
P

Mc 16,15-18
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Mark 16:15-18

L& Thanh Phaolé Tong dd tro lai
https://evangeli.net/gospel/day/2022-01-25
Fr. Josep GASSO i Lécera(Ripollet, Barcelona, Spain)

Today, the Church commemorates the
conversion of St. Paul, apostle. The short
fragment of the Gospel according to St. Mark
contains part of the address on the mission
bestowed to the apostles by Jesus, resurrected.
His exhortation to go out to the whole world
and proclaim the Good News includes the
thesis that faith and baptism are necessary
essentials for salvation: “Whoever believes and
is baptized will be saved; whoever does not
believe will be condemned” (Mk 16:16).
Furthermore, Christ guarantees that preachers
will be given the faculty to work out miracles
or prodigies which will support and confirm
their missionary preaching (cf. Mk 17:18). The
mission is big —“Go into the whole world”—,
but it will not be without the Lord's escort:
“And behold, I am with you always, until the
end of  the age” (Mt 28:20).
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HOm nay, Giao hoi tuong nhd sy hoén cai
cia Thanh Phaold, Tong d6. Poan Tin
mung ngan ngai theo thanh Maccd chua
dung mot phan bai dién vin vé st ménh
dugc Chua Giésu phuc sinh ban cho cac
Tong do. Loi kéu goi ra di khip thé gioi va
loan bao Tin mung caa Ngai bao gém luan
diém rang duc tin va phép Rua la nhiing
diéu cot yéu can thiét cho sy ctu rdi: “Ai
tin va chiu phép rira sé dugc ciu roi; ai
khong tin, s& bi két an” (Mc 16,16). Hon
nita, Duc Kitd bao dam rang nhitng nguoi
rao giang s& dugc ban cho kha ning dé lam
nhitng phép la hoic nhiing diéu ky diéu s&
hd tro va xac nhan cho viéc rao giang
truyén gido cua ho (Mc 17,18). St ménh to
I6n - “Hay di khip thé gian” -, nhung s&
khdng thé thiéu dugc sy bao tro cua Chua:
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https://evangeli.net/gospel/day/2022-01-25

Today's collect, tells us: “O God, by the
preaching of your apostle Paul you have
caused the light of the Gospel to shine
throughout the world: Grant, we pray, that we,
having his  wonderful  conversion in
remembrance, may show ourselves thankful to
you by following his holy teaching.” A gospel
God has allowed us to know and that so many
souls would desire to have: we have the
responsibility to transmit this wonderful
heritage to whatever extent we are able to.
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St. Paul's conversion is a great event: from
persecuting Jesus' followers he converted into
a servant and defender of the cause of Christ.
Quite often, perhaps, we have also been
“persecutors”: and, as St. Paul, we need to
convert from “persecutors” into servants and
defenders of Jesus Christ.
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With the Virgin Mary, we should realize the
Almighty has also noticed us and has chosen
us to share and carry out the priestly and
redeeming mission of his divine Son: Regina
apostolorum, Queen of the apostles, pray for
us!; give us courage to bear witness of our
Christian faith in this world of ours.
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“Va ndy, Thay ¢ voi anh em ludn cho dén
ngay tan thé” (Mt 28,20).

Loi nguyén nhap 1& hdm nay cho ching ta
biét: “Lay Chuda, qua loi rao giang cua
thanh Phaold, Ngai da lam cho anh sang
Tin mung chiéu sang khap thé gigi: Xin
cho ching con khi twéng nhé dén sy hoan
cai tuyét voi cua ngai, cd thé to 1ong biét on
véi Chla bang viéc 1am theo 1oi gido huan
cua ngai”. Tin mung ma Thién Chuaa da cho
phép chlng ta biét va rat nhiéu linh hon
mong muén c6 duoc: ching ta co trach
nhiém truyén tai di san tuyét voi nay dén
bat ctr mirc d6 ndo ma ching ta co thé.

Su hoan cai cua thanh Phaol6 la mot sy kién
I6n: tir viéc bat b nhimg nguoi theo Chla
Giésu, ngai da tr¢ thanh toi t¢ va nguoi bao vé
chinh nghia cua Puc Kitd. R4t thuong xuyén,
c6 1& chang ta ciing di timg 1a “nhiing ké bat
bé”: va gibng nhu thanh Phaold, chung ta can
hoén cai tir “nhitng ké bat bo” thanh nhiing t6i
to va nhitng nguoi bénh vuc Chua Giésu Kito.

Cung véi buc Trinh N Maria, ching ta nén
nhan ra rang Pang Toan Nang ciing da dé y
dén ching ta va da chon chung ta dé chia sé va
thuc hién s& ménh tu té va ctiu chudc caa Con
Thién Chua cua Ngai: Regina Apoolorum, Nir
Vuong céac tong do, xin cau cho chung con!;
cho chung con can dam dé lam chang vé dirc
tin Kitd gi4o cua chdng con trong thé gidi nay
cua chung con.
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) Ngudn: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi Bic Thanh, SDD.
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