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Lc13,1-9 Luke 13:1-9
T6i sé vun xéi chung quanh, va bon phan cho
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Chua Nhat, 23-3-2025. Nam C
Sunday, March-23-2025. Year C
Chuda Nhat 3 Mua Chay

nd. May ra sang nam né cé trai (Lc 13,8-9)

In today’s Gospel, Jesus concludes his call to
repentance with a parable about a barren fig
tree. The owner of the tree, after three years
without any fruit, decides to cut it down. The
gardener intervenes, however: “Sir, leave it for
{ this year also, and | shall cultivate the ground
around it and fertilize it; it may bear fruit in the
future. If not you can cut it down” (Luke 13:8-
9). The crowd listening to this parable likely
recalled that Israel was called “the vineyard of
the Lord,” which “yields its fruit in season”
(Isaiah 5:7; Psalm 1:3). They knew God was
looking for his people to bear fruit in good
deeds, but Jesus reminded them that God was
also willing to show patience to sinners. In his
mercy, he would “cultivate” and “nourish”
them while he delayed their day of reckoning.
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We all know that God is patient, but we don’t

? know when our day of reckoning will come.
5(‘ Look what happened to the Galilean Jews that
© Pilate killed (Luke 13:1-3). The people who
&3 heard of this tragedy asked Jesus what these
® « victims had done to deserve such a fate. Were

they being punished for their sin? Jesus refutes
this logic and reminds his listeners that they
were no greater sinners than anyone else.
Instead, he warns, this tragedy should urge us
all to repent.
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God calls us not only to repent, but to “produce
good fruits as evidence of [our] repentance” as
well (Luke 3:8). This fruitfulness lies at the
heart of Lent: Repent and be faithful to the
gospel. The good news is that we are not left to

B
>

Trong Tin Mung hém nay, Chua Giésu két thic
loi kéu goi sam hdi bang du ngdn vé cay va
can cdi. Chu cay, sau ba nam khong cé tréi,
quyét dinh chat cay di. Tuy nhién, ngudi lam
vuon da can thi¢p: “Thua 6ng, xin dé lai nam
nay nira, tdi s& vun xoi dat chung quanh va bon
phan; may ra nd sé ra trai trong tuong lai. Néu
khong, dng c6 thé chat no di” (Lc 13,8-9).
Pam dong lang nghe du ngdn nay cé 1& da nhé
lai rang Israel dwoc goi 1a “vudn nho cua
Chta”, “sinh hoa trdi dang mua” (Is 5,7; Tv
1,3). Ho biét rang Chiia dang tim kiém dén cua
Ngai dé sinh hoa trai trong nhitng viéc lam tét,
nhung Chta Giésu nhic nhé ho rang Chua
ciing san long kién nhan véi nhitng toi nhan.
Trong long thuong x6t cua minh, Ngai sé “vun
X61” va “nudi dudng” ho trong khi Ngai tri
hodn ngay phan xét cua ho.

Tat ca ching ta déu biét ring Chua kién nhén,
nhung ching ta khong biét ngay phan xét cua
minh s& dén khi nao. Hiy xem diéu gi da xay
ra voi nhiing nguoi Do Thai ¢ Galilé ma
Philatd da giét (Lc 13,1-3). Nhimg nguoi nghe
vé tham kich nay da hoi Chla Giésu rang
nhitng nan nhan nay di lam gi dé phai chiu s6
phan nhu vay. Ho c6 bi trizng phat vi toi 16i cuia
minh khoéng? Chua Giésu bac bo ly I nay va
nhiac nho nhimg nguoi nghe rang ho khdng
phai 12 t6i nhan l6n hon bat ky ai khac. Thay
vao do, Ngai canh bao, tham kich nay nén thac
giuc tat ca chung ta an nan.

Chua khéng chi kéu goi chung ta dn nan ma
con “sinh hoa trai t6t lanh lam bang ching cho
Su an nan cua [chung ta]” ntta (Lc 3,8). Su sinh
hoa trai ndy nam & trong tdm caa Mua Chay:
Hay an nan va trung thanh vaéi Tin mung. Tin
tét lanh 1a ching ta khong bi bo mic dé tu
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bear fruit on our own. Jesus, our faithful
Gardener, is here to help us face the areas of
our lives that need repentance. He will tend the
soil of our hearts, prune the branches that lead
us to sin, and pour out his grace to help us
grow.

“Thank you, Lord, for helping me to repent of
my sins and bear fruit!”

minh sinh hoa trai. Chla Giésu, Nguoi lam
vuon trung thanh cua ching ta, & day dé gidp
chung ta d6i mat v6i nhitng linh vuc trong
cudc séng can phai 4n nin. Ngai s& chim soc
manh dat trong 1ong ching ta, cét tia nhiing
canh dan ching ta dén toi 16i va dd tran an
sang cua Ngai dé giup ching ta truong thanh.

Lay Chua, con cam on Chta, vi da gitp con an
nan toi 16i va sinh hoa trai!

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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