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Thir Nam, 23-1-2025. Niam C
Thursday, January-23-2025. Year C
Tuan 2 Thwong Nién

Mc 3, 7-12 Mark 3:7-12

Ai ai c6 bénh ciing d6 x6 dén dé so vao Ngudi (Mc 3,10)

We’ve seen the movie and rock stars who
arrive for a premiere or concert surrounded by
a crush of fans. Jesus, in today’s Gospel, looks
a lot like those celebrities. He even asks his
own “bodyguards,” his disciples, to get a boat
ready for him so he can escape the crowd
(Mark 3:9)!

Just like the “superfans” of today, many in the
crowd back then were focused on themselves
more than on Jesus. They wanted to be near
him out of a desire to satisfy their curiosity or
to be able to tell their friends about the
encounter. They were more interested in seeing
miracles or being healed than in listening to
what he had to say. His teachings—especially
the difficult ones like loving one’s enemies—
were probably not what most of them were
expecting.

This is the central challenge of the gospel.
Jesus didn’t enter our world just to give us
things. He didn’t come to take away our
suffering. No one, not even Jesus himself, is
spared the emotional and physical pain of this
world. No, he came to restore our relationship
with God. And he did it by enduring all manner
of injustice and suffering, even to the point of
his death on the cross.

Of course Jesus loves us—and very deeply. Of
course he wants to bless us—and very richly.
But he also calls us to repent of our sins, take
up our cross, and follow him. He wants us to
do everything we can to make our relationship

Chiing ta da thay nhitng ngoi sao dién anh va
nhac rock dén du budi ra mit hoic hoa nhac
duogc bao quanh bai mot dam dong ngudi ham
mo. Trong Tin mung hém nay, Chua Giésu
tréng rat gidng nhitng nguoi noi tiéng d6. Ngai
tham chi con yéu cau "vé si" ctia minh, cac
mén dé caa minh, chuan bi mét chiéc thuyén
cho Ngai dé Ngai c6 thé thoat khoi dam dong
(Mc 3,9)!

Gidng nhu nhitng "ngudi ham mo cudng nhiét"
ngay nay, nhiéu nguoi trong dam dong thoi do
tap trung vao ban than ho hon la Chta Giésu.
Ho muén & gan Ngai vi mudn thoa man sy to
mo hoic c6 thé ké cho ban bé cua ho vé cudc
gap g&. Ho quan tdm nhiéu hon dén viéc ching
kién phép la hodc duoc chita lanh hon 1a ling
nghe nhiing gi Ngai phai ndi. Nhing loi day
cua Ngai - dac biét la nhirng loi day kho nhu
yéu ké thu - c6 I8 khong phai 1a diéu ma hau
hét ho mong doi.

Pay la thach thic cét 16i cua Tin ming. Chda
Giésu khong dén thé gian nay chi dé ban cho
chiing ta moi thtr. Ngai khong dén dé cat di ndi
dau kho cua chiing ta. Khdng ai, ngay ca chinh
Chiia Giésu, dugc thoat khoi ndi dau vé thé xac
va tinh than cua thé gian nay. Khong, Ngai dén
dé khoéi phuc mdi lién hé cua ching ta véi
Chua. Va Ngai da lam diéu d6 bang cach chiu
dung moi bat cong va dau kho, tham chi dén
muc chét trén thap tu gia.

Tat nhién Chla Giésu yéu ching ta - va rat sau
sac. Tat nhién Ngai mudén ban phudc cho
ching ta - va rat doi dao. Nhung Ngai ciing
kéu goi chung ta an nin toi 16, VAc thap tu gia
va theo Ngai. Ngai muén ching ta 1am moi the
c6 thé dé bién mdi lién hé cua ching ta véi
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with him the focal point of our lives, even if
we don’t get everything we want in this world.

This is not to dismiss the crowds Jesus saw that
day as hopelessly selfish. They were only
doing what they were used to doing.
® Remember, too, that this passage occurs very
early in Jesus’ ministry, when people were only
starting to understand who he was. Jesus
understood that, and he was very patient and
very generous in working with them.

And that’s the way he is with us. He wants to
transform us into disciples committed to loving
God and caring for one another more than
ourselves. And he knows that will only happen
as we decide every day to follow in his
footsteps. After all, being a disciple is so much
more rewarding than being a superfan!
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“Jesus, help me to follow you with my whole
heart.”
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Ngai thanh trong tdm cta cudc séng, ngay ca
khi ching ta khong c6 dugc moi thir minh
muon trén the gian nay.

Diéu nay khong c6 nghia 1a coi thudng dam
dong ma Chiia Giésu nhin thay ngay hom do6 1a
ich ky v6 vong. Ho chi lam nhitng gi ho
thuong lam. Hay nh¢ rang, doan van nay xuét
hién rat sém trong chac vu cia Chia Giésu,
khi moi ngudi méi bat dau hiéu Ngai 13 ai.
Chua Giésu hiéu diéu d6, va Ngai rat kién nhan
va rat hao phong khi 1am viéc vai ho.

Va d6 1a cach Ngai doi xir voi ching ta. Ngai
muén bién ching ta thanh nhitng mén dé cam
két yéu Chuia va quan tdm dén nhau hon ca ban
than minh. Va Ngai biét rang didu do s& chi
xay ra khi ching ta quyét dinh mdi ngay di
theo budc chan cua Ngai. R6t cudc, tré thanh
mot mon dé co phan thudng hon nhiéu so Vi
viéc trg thanh mot ngudi ham mo cudng nhiét!

Lay Chua Giésu, xin gilip con theo Chua hét
long.
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) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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