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Chung ta... hiy 1am cho danh chiing ta iy lirng (St 11,4) %
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= Bai doc mot hdm nay ké cau chuyén vée mot | &

Today’s first reading tells the story of a people | dan toc ma nhiing tién bo vé cong nghé da giap %%&‘
whose advances in technology enabled them to | ho tao ra mot thir gi d6 mai mé va tha vi: toa ?
create something new and exciting: the first | nha choc troi dau tién. Ho nghi rang that 1a mot %
skyscraper. What a way, they thought, to | cach dé “lam nén tén tudi” cho chinh minh (St g&‘
“make a name” for themselves (Genesis 11:4)! | 11,4)! Ngay nay, ching ta c6 thé thay nhiing %
We can see these kinds of towers today in our | toa thap nhu thé nay trong cac toa nha choc %2&‘
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z modern skyscrapers. What could be a better | troi hién dai. Con vi du ndo tét hon vé kha | &
& : o C q %%i
5 (‘ example of humans’ mastery over their | nang lam chi moéi truong xung quanh caa con (‘
U= surroundings than a big-city skyline? nguoi hon 1a duong chan troi caa mot thanh | 9=
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There is nothing necessarily evil about | Khdng c6 gi xau xa nhat thiet khi xay dung %
constructing a very tall building. But great | mot toa nha rat cao. Nhung nhitng thanh tuu to & (‘
human accomplishments can also lead people | I6n ctia con nguoi ciing c6 thé khién con nguoi | £
to forget the One who is ultimately in charge. | quén mat Pang cudi cung 1a ngudi chiu trach %%Q\i‘
This is what happened in Babel: the people’s | nhiém. Pay chinh la didu da xay ra ¢ Babel: | $
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Vi
65 desire to make a “name” for themselves | mong muon cua con ngudi mubn “lam nén tén %
S (‘ reflects their desire to become like gods | tuoi” cho chinh minh phan &nh mong muon tr¢ | s, (‘
% themselves—complete with their own temple nérj gi()pg ‘nhqﬂcéc vi than cua ho_- hoan _chinh %
(‘ that reached to the heavens. v&i ngdi den riéng cua ho vuon tai tan troi. Ezi‘
v 9
g : o=
5(‘ But all human technology—engineering, | Nhung tat ca cong nghé cua con nguoi - Ky %(‘
© weaponry, businesses, governments, and all | thuat, vii khi, doanh nghi¢p, chinh phu va moi | $:
& other signs of human domination—is trivial | dau hiéu thong tri khé&c cta con nguoi - déu %
° « compared to the greatness of the Lord. As | tam thuong so voi su vi dai cia Chtia. Nhu %&‘
é?g today’s responsorial psalm says, “The Lord | thanh vinh dép ca hom nay da néi: “Chua phé %
g (‘ brings to nought the plans of nations; he foils | tan muu d6 cua cac dan toc; Ngai pha hong | I (‘
? the designs of peoples” (33:10). And that’s | nhimg y dinh cua cac dan toc” (33,10). Va do ?
q R« exactly what happened to the Tower of Babel: | chinh xéac la dicu da xay ra véi Thap Babel: %%(‘
. God interrupted this exercise in pride (Genesis | Chua da ngat quang bai tap kiéu ngao nay (St %&

11:8). 11,8). &
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That hap dan khi bi cuon vao viéc xay dung %@S
It’s tempting to get caught up in building our | “thanh pho” va “thap” ca nhan cua chung ta E&‘
own personal “cities” and “towers,” too: a | nira: mot su nghiép thanh cong, quan 4o dep ?“'
successful career, the best clothes, a new car, | nhat, mot chiéc xe mdi, v.v. Nhung tat ca %%(‘
and so on. But all this is fleeting. Our true | nhitng diéu nay déu phu du. Ngdi nha thuc su ﬁgx
home is in heaven, and that’s where our | cia ching ta ¢ trén thién dang, va d6 la noi %
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primary focus needs to be. That’s how we
please the Lord and build a life that has lasting
meaning and purpose.

Today’s Gospel presents another kind of city:
“the Kingdom of God” (Mark 9:1). That
X kingdom was inaugurated by Jesus as he hung,
ﬁﬁ‘ helpless, on a cross. It is founded on the
witness of lowly tradesmen-turned-apostles.
Even to this day, it is built through humility
and self-giving love, not by constructing
towers of pride and self-preservation. It grows
) stronger as we deny ourselves and take up the
cross, not as we build ourselves up at the
expense of the lost and the needy. That’s
because only love and mercy, not power and
domination, will last.
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“Jesus, help me to work with you in building
the kingdom of heaven.”
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ching ta can tap trung chinh. D6 1a cach chung
ta lam dep long Chua va xay dung mét cugc
song c6 y nghia va muc dich lau dai.

Phic am hdm nay trinh bay mét loai thanh phd
khéac: “Nudc Thién Chua” (Mc 9,1). Vuong
qudc d6 di duoc Chla Giésu khai mac khi
Ngai bi treo trén thap tu gia, bat luc. Vuong
qudc dugc thanh 1ap dwa trén loi ching cua
nhitng nguoi thg thu cong khiém nhuong tro
thanh tong d6. Cho dén tan ngay nay, nd van
dugc xady dung théng qua su khiém nhuong va
tinh yéu hy sinh, cht khéng phai bang cach
x@y dung nhiing toa thap kiéu hdnh va ty bao
vé minh. NO tré nén manh mé hon khi ching ta
chéi bé chinh minh va véc thap gia, chir khdng
phai khi chiing ta xay dung ban than bang céach
hy sinh nhitng nguoi lac 16i va nhimg nguoi
ting thiéu. D6 1a bai vi chi ¢ tinh yéu va long
thuong x6t, char khdng phai quyén luc va su
théng tri, méi ton tai lau dai.

Lay Chla Giésu, xin gilp con lam viéc véi
Chua dé xay dung vuong quoc thién dang.
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&0y Mcg 34-9,1 Mark 8:34-9:1 o ,

® (‘ Ai muon gitr mang song minh thi sé mat, con ai lieu mat mang song minh vi Ta va vi Tin
@5« murng thi sé ciru dwec N6 (Mc 8,35)

? Finders keepers, losers weepers! We’re all | Ai tim thiy thi dwoc gii, ai 1am mat thi rang
$ R(‘ familiar with the way this simple rhyme from | chju! T4t ca chung ta déu quen thudc véi céch
S our youth became the law governing the | gieo van don gian nay tir thoi con tré di tro

playground. Jesus’ words today bear a striking
resemblance to this old saying except for one
crucial difference: for Jesus, the “losers” are
the ones who come out ahead. Why? Because
they are the ones who gain salvation.

D\O@ @

Of course, countless people over the years have
literally lost their lives for their faith. For us,
the losses involved in following Jesus may not
be as costly as martyrdom, but they are real
nonetheless. For example, you may sense the

@

thanh luat chi phdi san choi. Nhitng 1oi cua
Chua Giésu hdm nay rat giéng véi cau noi xua
nay, ngoai trir mot diém khéc biét quan trong:
dbi voi Chua Giésu, “nhitng ké thua cudc” 1a
nhitng nguoi vuot 1€n phia trudc. Tai sao? Boi
vi ho 1a nhitng ngudi dat duge on cau roi.

Di nhién, trong nhiéu nim qua, v s6 nguoi da
thuc su hy sinh mang séng vi duec tin cta minh.
Ddi vé6i chling ta, nhitng mat mat lién quan dén
viéc theo Chia Giésu c6 thé khong dat bang su
tir vi dao, nhung du sao chiing ciing co6 that. Vi
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Lord asking you to forgive a family member
who has wronged you—even when you think
they don’t deserve it. Or what about having to
decline an invitation to meet up with old
friends because you know that attending could
cause you to compromise the person you have
become? Or maybe you feel called to give up
some of the little free time you have in order to
serve the poor. Each of these is a kind of
“death” or “loss.”

Yet what we gain by following Jesus pales in
comparison to such losses—and we don’t even
have to wait until heaven to enjoy them! Our
salvation deepens every time we say yes to
Jesus. We experience the peace of knowing
that we are loved, forgiven, and reconciled
with God. We know the joy of encountering
Jesus in prayer and receiving his life in the
Eucharist. And we can sense the Spirit guiding
us and empowering us to do his will. All of
these “gains” far outweigh the pain and
sacrifice of denying ourselves and taking up
our crosses (Mark 8:34).

Yielding to Jesus can be difficult; it’s not
something we can accomplish in a single
moment. It’s a lifelong process that requires
emptying ourselves of all that we cling to so
that we can receive the fullness of life that God
intended for us. This life begins here, but it
lasts for eternity. May we always see it clearly
and desire it above all else!

“Jesus, give me the grace to lose my life for

2

you.

du, ban c6 thé cam thiy Chua yéu cau ban tha
thir cho moét thanh vién trong gia dinh da xtc
pham ban - ngay ca khi ban nghi rang ho
khong dang bi nhu vay. Hodc néi sao vé viéc
tir chéi 101 moi gdp mat ban cii vi ban biét rang
viéc tham du c6 thé khién ban danh mét con
ngudi hién tai cia minh? Hoic cé thé ban cam
thiy duoc kéu goi tir bd mét sé thoi gian ranh
rdi it 6i ma ban c6 dé phuc vu nguoi nghéo.
MJi céi trong s6 nay 1a mot loai “cai chét”
hoic “su mAt mat™.

Tuy nhién, nhitng gi chung ta dat dugc khi noi
theo Chuia Giésu chang la gi so véi nhitng mat
mat d6 - va tham chi chang ta khong can phai
doi dén thién dang méi duge huong nhiing
diéu d6! On ctu rdi ciia ching ta siu ¢am hon
mdi khi chung ta thua vang véi Chua Giésu.
Chung ta kinh nghiém su binh an khi biét rang
chiing ta duoc yéu thuong, tha thir va hoa giai
véi Chia. Chang ta biét niém vui duoc gap g&
Chua Giésu trong cau nguyén va lanh nhan sy
séng cua Ngai trong bi tich Thanh Thé. Va
ching ta ¢ thé cam nhan duoc Thanh Linh
dang huéng din ching ta va trao quyén cho
chung ta dé lam theo y mudn cua Ngai. Tat ca
nhitng “loi ich” nay vuot xa ndi dau va sy hy
sinh cua viéc tir bo chinh minh va véc thap tu
gia cua minh (Mc 8,34).

Suy phuc Chia Giésu c6 thé kho khan; do
khong phai 1a diéu chlng ta c6 thé hoan thanh
trong mot khoanh khéc. D6 1a mét tién trinh
sudt doi doi hoi ching ta phai trat bo tat ca
nhimng gi chung ta bam viu dé chung ta c6 thé
nhan dugc sy séng sung man ma Thién Chua
da danh cho ching ta. Cudc sdng nay bit dau
tr day, nhung né kéo dai vinh vién. Uéc gi
ching ta ludn thay rd va khao khat n6 hon tat
cal

Lay Chua Gjésu, xin ban cho con on duoc hy
sinh mang song vi Chua.
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