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RS N6-é xay mot ban tho kinh Pirc Chua (St 8,20) %
= _ 0
7 y §7
= As the rain ceased and the waters receded G’(g
% Noah and his family stepped out of the ark. It | Khi mua tanh va nuéc rat, N6-€ va gia dinh gr%&‘

had been quite an ordeal. Of course, there were | buéc ra khoi tau. Qua la mot thir thach. Tat

%&‘ the forty days of rain, followed by nearly a full | nhién, c6 bon muoi ngay mua, tiép theo 1a gan %%&‘
o

) year in the ark with all those animals, but let’s | m§t nam trong tau vai tat ca cac loai dong vat, S
& not forget the decades of preparation | nhung ching ta dung quén hang thap ky chuan |

beforehand! bi trudc do! %@‘
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Throughout all those long years, God was | Trong sudt nhimg nim dai d6, Chtia lu6n & bén %“
close to Noah. He was there, helping him to be | N6-&. Ngai & d6, giup 6ng trung thanh khi éng | 9=
faithful as he built the ark. And maybe best of | dong tau. Va c6 1& diéu tuyét voi nhat 1a Ngai %
all, he brought Noah and his family into the | da dua No6-€ va gia dinh vao noi an toan trén %&‘
safety of the ark when the floods came | tau khi ld lut ap dén (St 7,16). %
(Genesis 7:16). L. ®
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Vay diéu dau tién No-& lam khi dit chan lén a=
So what was the first thing Noah did when he | dat lien la gi? Ong dung mot ban tho va dang %r%i‘
set foot on dry land? He built an altar and | cua ’Ié ta on 1én Chua! Ban ¢ thé tuong tuong | S
offered a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the Lord! | ra tat ca nhitng ky uc tran ngap tam tri N6-é %ﬁ
You can imagine all the memories flooding | khi ong nguéc nhin bau troi trong Xanh - | s (‘
Noah’s mind as he looked up at the clear sky— | nhiing ky ¢ ve tat ca nhiing lan Chta da dan %
memories of all the times the Lord had led and | dat va chi bao 6ng, bao vé dng va thé hién %&‘
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»

? guided him, protected him, and shown his | quyén nang cua Ngai tru6c nhitng hoan canh | Z
5(‘ power in the face of fearsome circumstances. | dang sg¢. Tat nhién, long biét on dang trao ?f%%
© Naturally, gratitude welled up in his heart. trong long 6ng. ©
& &
® (‘ But that wasn’t all. This first step out of the ark | Nhung d6 khong phai 12 tt ca. Budc dau tién g&‘

was a new beginning for Noah and his family. | ra khoi tau 1a mot khoi dau mai cho No6-€ va %
The altar and the sacrifice were not only | gia dinh 6ng. Ban thd va cua 1é khong chi la loi | 62 (‘
thanksgiving for the past, but a rededication to | ta on cho qua khir ma con la sy tai hién dang ?

the Lord for the years to come. As the Lord had | cho Chua trong nhitng nim sap téi. Vi Chaa da %%(‘
been faithful in the past, Noah and his family | trung tin trong qua khtr, N6-é va gia dinh 6ng %&
could trust him in the future. Facing life after | c6 thé tin cdy Ngai trong tuong lai. PO mat | &0
the flood, they knew they needed God’s | Véi cudc séng sau tran hénq thay, ho biét rér]g g’j&
protection and direction just as much as before. | ho can su bao vé va chi’dér] cua Chua nhiéu %?%
And they knew they could trust that he would | nhu trude day. Va ho biét rang ho c6 thé tin E&‘
take care of them. So they dedicated | raing Ngai s& chiam soc ho. Vi vdy, ho da hién ?‘*‘
themselves to the Lord. dang minh cho Chua. %f%
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%& You can do that, too. Imagine building an | viéc xay dung mot “ban tho™ trong long ban, %&
% “altar” in your heart, a place where you can | mot noi ma ban cd thé ta on Chua va tai hien %
(‘ offer thanks to God and rededicate your life to | dang cuoc doi minh cho Ngai. Ban c6 thé ngoi %‘
him. You can praise God for his protection | khen Chda vi su bao vé caa I\]géi khi bannduqc c?%%
when you have been called to stand in the face | kéu goi dung trude con bao t6. Ban c6 thé cam ﬂ‘
of a storm. You can thank him for the strength | on Ngai vi scC manh ma Ngai da ban cho ban ?
he has given you to follow him over the years. | & theo Ngai trong sudt nhiing nim qua. Va %@‘
S
&
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And like Noah, you can dedicate yourself anew | giong nhu N6-&, ban ¢6 thé téi hién dang ban
g each day to the God who has been so faithful | thdin minh moéi ngay cho Chua, Pang da rat

=
to you. trung tin voi ban. ;fr%&‘

&
Each day is a new beginning. So take the time | MGi ngay la mot khoi dau mei. Vi vay, hay %:%&‘
to offer this new day to the Lord and give | danh thoi gian dé dang ngay méi nay cho Chia | 9
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Vi
%‘ thanks to him for his faithfulness! va cam ta Ngai vi sy trung tin cua Ngai! %«
3 | ol
6‘5 “Lord, I come to you with thanks and praise | Lay Chua, hom nay con dén y(')i Elhl]a _v,éi long %
%:(‘ today. | surrender my life once more to your | biét on va ngoi khen. Con xin dang hién cugc %:(‘
i

loving protection!” doi con mot lan nira cho sy che cho yéu thuong

12 Chi &
cua Chual! g_zi‘
é%i(‘
<

0
J

=N
@
P

&

é%q« Mc 8, 22-26 Mark 8:22-26 , @?%q«
Chua Giésu dit tay 1én mat ngwoi mu lan tha hai va anh thay ro rang

) (‘ Doan Tin mung hom nay ké cau chuyén vé %“
b mot cudc chita lanh luc dau khong co két qua. |
% Today’s Gospel passage tells the story of a | Chua Giésu da phai dit tay trén mot nguoi mu %
) (‘ healing that didn’t quite work at first. Jesus had | khong chi mot 1an ma hai lan truée khi nguoi éﬁi‘
st to _Iay his hands on a blind man not once but do ¢6 thé nhin thay. Chic chin Chua Giésu c6 %
%zj (‘ twice before the man could see. Surely Jesus thé da chira lanh hoan toan cho anh ta trong lan %fj (‘
p/ could have healed him fully the first time, but | ¢au tién, nhung Ngai da khong lam. Tai sao | Z

S R« he didn’t. Why not? And why would Mark | khong? Va tai sao Mécco lai dwa su chira lanh %«
© include this “two step” healing in his Gospel? | “hai budc” nay vao Tin ming ctia minh? Co 18 %&
6’5 Maybe to show us something new about who | @é cho chung ta thdy diéu gi d6 moi mé vé %
S ® | Godisand the way he works with us. Thién Chua 1a ai va cach Ngai lam viéc véi | s (]
g chiing ta. %?%
$ « God is compassionate. Jesus showed great | 7yisn Chia cé long tric dn. Chiia Giésu to ra %&‘

gentleness in his interaction with this man. He | 4 giy dang khi tiép xtic v6i ngudi mu nay. forg%(‘
“took the blind man by the hand and led him” | Ng3j “cAm tay nguoi mu va dén anh ta di” khoi %&&
away from ‘the scrutiny of _the crowds'(Mark su soi méi ctia dam dong (Mc 8,23). Ngai %
8:23). He thn t just heal him fr‘om,a distance khong chi chita bénh trr xa nhu d3 lam voi %E&‘
as he did with the centurion’s servant nguoi diy t¢ cua vién si quan (Mt 8,8-13) &
(Matthew 8:8-13). He came close. ClOSe | Nuwai dén odn D odn da SRl -
- g . Ngai dén gan. Pu gan dé cham vao mit anh 4y, | 64 (‘
enough to touch his eyes, close enough to ask | 4, gAn dé héi anh Ay c6 thé nhin thdy khéng, ?s&
)
&
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if he could see, and close enough to listen for
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his reply. How consoling this human contact
must have been! Isolated by his blindness, he
must have longed to experience such
connection.

God is persistent. Jesus surely knew that the
man was only partially healed, but he asked
anyway. He was looking to heal more than his
physical blindness; he was concerned with his
) spiritual blindness as well. To his credit, the
man responded honestly. It must have taken
some courage to confess that people looked
like trees. But had he simply thanked Jesus for
the little bit he received and gone on his way,
the man would have lived the rest of his life in
physical and spiritual confusion. Jesus’
insistent questioning gave the man the courage
to seek more.
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God is patient. Throughout his Gospel, Mark
reveals Jesus as a tireless Teacher whose
disciples continually misunderstand who he is.
Many scholars believe that the blind man’s
progressive healing points to Jesus’ patience in
helping his disciples to see. Jesus kept working
with them, he kept working with the blind
man, and he will keep working with us.
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g§ The same Jesus who drew the blind man aside
$ (‘ with compassion seeks to be close to us today.
RS He will persistently touch us, heal us, and
ey « listen to our needs. He will patiently help us to
y

believe, until we see him face-to-face.
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“Jesus, please help me to see you more clearly
today.”

\’@ e
‘ 3/®ﬁ

va du gan dé ling nghe cau tra 10i cta anh 4y.
Su tiép xuc tinh ngudi nay han da dem lai an ui
biét bao! Bj ¢o l1ap boi sy mu quang cua minh,
anh ta hin di khao khat duoc trai nghiém sy
két ndi nhu vay.

Thién Chiia van kién tri. Chtia Giésu chic chin
biét rang ngudi mu chi dwgce chira lanh mot
phan, nhung du sao thi Ngai van hoi. Ngai
dang tim cach chita lanh hon sy mu 10a vé thé
Iy cuia anh; Ngai ciing lo ling vé sy mu 16a tAm
linh cia anh. Trudc sy tin nhiém cua Ngai,
ngudi mu da thanh that dap lai. Phai mat mot
chut can ¢am dé tha nhan rang moi ngudi trong
gidng nhu nhing cai cdy. Nhung néu anh ta chi
don gian cam on Chua Giésu vi chut it anh ta
nhan dugc va di trén con duong cluia minh,
ngudi mu sé& phai séng phan con lai cua cudc
doi minh trong sy boi rdi vé thé 1y va tinh than.
Su khiang khing chat van ctia Chta Giésu da
cho ngudi mu can dam dé tim kiém thém.

Thién Chiia van kién nhan. Xuyén sudt Tin
mung clia minh, Macco cho thdy Chua Giésu
1a mot Nguoi Thay khong mét moi ma cac mon
dé lién tuc hiéu sai vé Ngai. Nhiéu hoc gia tin
rang su chita lanh ngdy cang ting cta nguoi
mu chi ra sy kién nhan ciia Chiia Giésu trong
viéc gitp cac mon dé ciia Ngai duoc nhin thay.
Chua Giésu tiép tuc 1am viéc voi ho, Ngai tiép
tuc lam viéc voi ngudi mu, va Ngai sé tiép tuc
lam viéc vai chiing ta.

Ciing cung Chiia Giésu, Dang di kéo ngudi mu
sang mot bén voi 1ong trac an va tim cach gan
giii chung ta ngay nay. Ngai s€ kién tri cham
vao chiing ta, chita lanh ching ta va lang nghe
nhu ciu ciia chung ta. Ngai s& kién nhan giup
chung ta tin tuong, cho dén khi chung ta gip
Ngai tryc tiép.

Chiia oi, xin hdy gitip con nhin thdy Chiia ré
rang hon ngay hom nay.
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