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Tha Bay, 18-1-2025. Niam C
Saturday, January-18-2025. Year C
Tuan 1 Thwong Nién

Mc 2, 13-17 Mark 2:13-17

Hay theo Ta (Mc 2,14)

Here's what Jesus didn't say when he saw Levi
at his customs post: “Traitor! You're such a
sinner! You have abandoned your faith and let
your people down.” Those things might well be
what some of Levi’s neighbors had been saying
to him. It might even have been what he said to
himself. But that’s not what Jesus said. All he
said was “Follow me” (Mark 2:14). When he
saw Levi—whom we also know as Matthew—
he looked inside his heart and offered him the
chance to start over.

There was something magnetic about Jesus
that made Levi take that first dramatic step
away from his former life. Jesus saw Levi as
someone worthy of love; he saw his value in
God’s eyes and his potential to do great things
for the kingdom of God. And that look of love,
that look of mercy and healing, made Levi
want to respond. It made him want to live up to
what Jesus saw in him.

When Jesus called Levi, it was just the first
step. He didn’t explain everything he had
planned for him. He didn’t say, “Come with me
so that you can be one of my first disciples.
You can travel the world telling people about
me. You will heal the sick, drive out demons,
and end up writing a Gospel.” All he asked
Levi to do was take one step away from his old
life and one step toward the new life he was
holding out for him.

Day 1a diéu Chda Giésu khong néi khi Ngai
nhin thay Levi tai tram thué cua dng: "Ké phan
boi! Nguoi that 13 mot t6i nhan! Neuwoi di tir
bo dwc tin caa minh va lam cho dan toc minh
that vong." Nhiing diéu d6 ciing c6 thé la
nhitng gi mot s6 ngudi hang x6m cua Levi da
n6i voi 6ng. Tham chi c6 thé d6 1a nhitng gi
ong tu noi v&i chinh minh. Nhung d6 khong
phai I1a nhimg gi Chua Giésu da noéi. Tat ca
nhirng gi Ngai noi la "Hay theo Ta" (Mc 2,14).
Khi Ngai nhin thiy Levi - ngudi ma ching ta
cling biét 1a Matthew - Ngai da nhin vao bén
trong tréi tim dng va trao cho dng co hoi dé bt
dau lai.

Co diéu gi d6 tir tinh & Chla Giésu khién Levi
thuc hién budc di dau tién day kich tinh d6 dé
thoat khoi cudc song trude day cua minh. Chua
Giésu nhin thdy Levi la mot nguoi xing dang
dugc yéu thuong; Ngai nhin thdy gia tri cua
6ng trong mat Chla va tiém niang cua 6ng dé
lam nhiing diéu vi dai cho vuwong qubc cua
Chia. Va anh mit yéu thuong d6, anh mit
thuong x6t va chita lanh d6, khién Levi mudn
dap lai. N6 khién 6ng mudn séng theo nhiing
gi Chua Giésu nhin thay & ong.

Khi Chda Giésu goi Levi, d6 chi 1a budc dau
tién. Ngai da khong giai thich moi thir ma Ngai
da 1én ké hoach cho 6ng. Ngai khong noi, “Hay
di v6i ta dé nguoi co thé tro thanh mot trong
nhimg mén dé dau tién cia ta. Nguoi c6 thé di
khap thé gigi dé ndi voi moi ngudi Vé ta.
Nguoi s& chira lanh ngudi bénh, dudi quy va
cudi cung viét nén mot Tin mung”. Ngai chi
yéu cau Levi 1am mot budc roi xa cudc song cii
va mot bude hudng téi cude séng méi ma Ngai
dang cho doi.
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Levi probably had no idea where that first step
would take him. Surely he wasn’t imagining
himself becoming a great saint who would be
honored for all time. But he knew he had to
find out. Jesus was too compelling for him to
remain idle.

No matter who you are, no matter where you
are in your faith life, Jesus is passing by your
neighborhood, your home, your work today.
He sees you. He knows your weaknesses and
sins. But he also knows your potential. He sees
the goodness in your heart and your desire to
live a holy life. And so he invites you—
again—to follow him. He asks you to take one
more step away from the old and toward the
new.

“Jesus, help me today to take the next step into
the full life you have for me.”

Levi co 1& khong biét budc dau tién d6 s& dua
ong dén dau. Chic chin ong khéng tuong
twgng minh s¢€ tro thanh mot vi thanh vi dali
duoc ton vinh mai méi. Nhung ong biét minh
phai tim hiéu. Chua Giésu qua hap dan khién
6ng khong thé ngdi yén.

Bat ké ban 1a ai, bat ké ban dang & dau trong
doi séng dic tin ciia minh, Chaa Giésu dang di
ngang qua khu phd, ngdi nha, cong viéc cua
ban ngay hém nay. Ngai nhin thay ban. Ngai
biét nhitng diém yéu va toi 16i ciia ban. Nhung
Ngai ciing biét tiém nang ctia ban. Ngai nhin
thay long tot trong trai tim ban va mong mudn
séng mot cudc séng thanh thién caa ban. Va vi
vay, Ngai moi ban - mot lan nira - hdy theo
Ngai. Ngai yéu cau ban buéc them mét bude
nira roi xa cai cii va hudng téi cai moi.

Lay Chua Giésu, xin giip con hdm nay budc
tiép vao cudc song tron ven ma Chua danh cho
con.
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) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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