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) « Ga 3, 22-30 John 3:22-30 %&‘
%ﬁ‘ Nguwoi dang lam phép rira ¢ day (Ga 3,26) %%&‘
?R A rival baptizer? That_’s what John’s disciples Mgf)t ngudi lam phép rua (;aﬂh tranh? Do la ;?%K
% seerr_le_d to be w_orrled about. Jesgs was d,léu ma cé,c. mon dé gﬁa C_}}oan duong nhu lo ﬂ‘
baptizing people in Judea, they said, and | lang. Ho néi rang Chua Giésu dang lam phép 9

Vi
%&‘ “everyone is coming to him” (John 3:26). | rda cho moi nguoi ¢ Judea, va "moi nguoi déu %%&‘
e

L) These disciples had probably heard about | dén voi Nguoi” (Ga 3,26). Nhitng mon d¢ nay |
& Jesus’ teachings and miracles, but maybe they | cé I& da nghe vé nhitng loi day va phép la cua %
wondered why this rabbi wasn’t staying in his | Chua Giésu, nhung c6 1& ho tu hoi tai sao vi %‘
own lane. Wasn’t baptizing John’s specialty? thay Do Thai nay khong ¢ lai trong pham vi G’R
caa minh. Lam phép rira khéng phai la viéc %(‘
chuyén biét ciia Gioan sao? 9=
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John’s reply to their concerns shows us that he | Cau tra loi cua Gioan cho nhiing lo lang cua ho %‘2&
understood well the role that God had assigned | cho thay 6ng hiéu 16 vai tro ma Chua da giao %
him: “I am not the Christ, but . . . I was sent | cho 6ng: "Toi khong phai la Dtrc Kitd, nhung... & (‘
before him” (John 3:28). John was preparing | t6i da dwogc sai dén truéc Ngai" (Ga 3,28). | &
people’s hearts to receive their Savior. He was | Gioan dang chuan bi 1ong moi ngudi dé dén %@‘
“the best man, who stands and listens” for the | nhan Dang Ctru R4i cua ho. Ong 1a "nguoi tét | 9
bridegroom and “rejoices greatly” when he | nhat, nguoi dang va lang nghe" chd ré va "rat %
hears his voice (3:29). There was no reason for | vui miing" khi nghe thay tiéng néi cua chi ré | < (‘
him to feel threatened by Jesus! (3,29). Khong c6 ly do gi dé dng cam thay bi

&
de doa bai Chua Giésu! %f@‘
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65(‘ Giéng nhu Gioan, mdi ‘nguoi ching ta déu %“
© Like John, each of us has been given a role to | dugc giao mét vai tro dé dong. Cho du do la | %
X play. Whether it’s the same mission as some | cung mot st ménh vai mot nguoi hay mot %
® (‘ other person or group or a different one doesn’t | nhom ngudi khdc hay mot nhom nguoi khac %&‘

matter. There’s so much work to be done, and | thi ciing khong quan trong. CO rat nhiéu viéc %
the Lord doesn’t want us wasting our time and | phai lam, va Chuia khéng muon ching ta lang | 5 (‘

@

fis energy competing with one another. After all, | phi thoi gian va ‘néng lu:(yng dé Acanh\ tranh voi ? =
% we’re all on the same team! nhau. Suy cho cung, chung ta déu cung chung %«
© mot doi! %Eé
& o L ‘ R
Of course, we’ve all experienced times when | Tat nhién, tat cd chung ta deu tung trdi qua | E(‘
Vi

we feel threatened or annoyed that someone is | nhitng ldc cam thay bi de doa hoidc khé chiu %
encroaching on our “territory.” It could be | khi c6 nguoi xdm pham "lanh tho™ cua minh. E&‘
someone launching what seems like a rival | D6 c6 thé la mot nguoi nao do6 khoi xudng mot 9=
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ministry in your parish, or a coworker who | muc vu c6 vé nhu la doi thu trong giao xr ctua %f%

=
wants to do something a little differently than | ban, hoac mot dong nghiép muén lam diéu gi @&
you. You might even feel uneasy about | d6 hoi khac so véi ban. Ban tham chi co thé %
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someone who wants to assume some
responsibility that was always “yours.”
Unfortunately, such comparisons and rivalries
only distract us and can even impede the work
that God has given us to accomplish.

Are you tempted to view someone as a rival? If
so, remember the humility of John the Baptist.
He was confident of his own calling; he knew
he was doing what God had sent him to do.
That’s all we need to be concerned about as
well. Like John, let’s give glory to God for
allowing us to play a role in bringing his
kingdom to earth.

“Jesus, make me a humble servant like St. John
the Baptist!”

cam thay khdng thoai mai khi c6 ngudi mubn
dam nhan mot sb trach nhiém vén ludn 13 “cua
ban". That khdong may, nhirng so sanh va ganh
dua nhu vay chi khién ching ta mat tap trung
va tham chi c6 thé can tré cong viéc ma Chua
d3 giao cho chiing ta dé hoan thanh.

Ban c6 bi cam dd coi ai d6 1a @i thu khdng?
Néu vay, hdy nhé dén sy khiém nhuong cua
Gioan tay gia. Ong tu tin vao tiéng goi cua
chinh minh; 6ng biét minh dang lam nhitng gi
Chuia da sai ong lam. D6 ciing 1a tat ca nhiing
gi ching ta can quan tdm. Giéng nhu Gioan,
chung ta hay ton vinh Chua vi da cho phép
ching ta dong mot vai tro trong viéc dua
vuong quoc ciia Ngudi xudng tran gian.

Lay Chia Giésu, xin bién con thanh mot nguoi
t0i to khiém nhuong nhu Thanh Gioan tay gia!

] Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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