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) Hebrews 11:1-2, 8-19
Purc tin la... bang chikng cho nhirng gi khéng thay (Hr 11,1)

The first reading today, from the Letter to the
Hebrews, marks the culmination of everything
the author has been explaining to his readers,
and us, so far. From the beginning he has been
g urging us to place our faith in Jesus, the Son of
God, who has achieved for us “so great a
salvation” (Hebrews 2:3). Now he gives us two
great examples of past heroes whose faith
enabled them to do marvelous things as well:
Abraham and Sarah. Their faith can help us
trust in “things not seen” (11:1).
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So how do Abraham and Sarah model that faith
for us?
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The faith that moved them to strike out for an
unknown land is evidence that obeying the
Lord often means embarking on a journey we
had never expected. Maybe it’s a journey of
healing, of repentance, or of a life of greater
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I The faith that enabled them to conceive a child
N « in their old age is evidence that nothing is
é{rg impossible for God. It also shows that those
A@%@ who follow the Lord can bear fruit for him no
? matter what their age or limitations.
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Most poignantly, the faith that helped Abraham
raise his knife to sacrifice the child God had
given him—and the faith that spared his son
such a horrible death—is evidence that God
deeply honors our willingness to give him
everything we hold dear. It proves, too, that
God will never ask us to do something that

Bai doc mot hém nay, trich tir Thu guri tin hiu
Do Thai, danh diu sy két thiic cia moi diéu ma
tac gia da giai thich cho doc gia cia minh va
cho chiing ta cho dén nay. Ngay tir dau, tac gia
da thuc giuc ching ta dat niém tin vao Chua
Giésu, Con Thién Chua, Pang da thyc hién cho
ching ta "mot on ctru d6 Ion lao nhu vay" (Dt
2,3). Bay gio, tac gia dua ra cho ching ta hai vi
du tuyét voi vé nhirng anh hing trong qua khu
ma duc tin cua ho da giap ho lam dugc nhitng
diéu ky diéu: Abraham va Sarah. Duc tin cua
ho c6 thé gilp ching ta tin vao "nhimg dicu
khong thay" (11,1).

Vay Abraham va Sarah da lam guong duc tin
do6 cho chung ta nhu thé nao?

Prc tin thiic day ho tién dén mot ving dat xa
la 1a bang ching cho thay viéc vang 1oi Chla
thuong c6 nghia 13 bat dau mot hanh trinh ma
chung ta chua bao gid mong doi. C6 thé do 1a
hanh trinh chita lanh, dn nan hodac mét cudc
séng phuc vu 16n lao hon.

brc tin gitp ho thu thai mot dira con khi da gia
la bang ching cho thay khéng c6 gi la khéng
thé dbi voi Chua. N6 ciing cho thay rang
nhitng ai theo Chia déu c6 thé sinh hoa tréi
cho Ngudi bat ké tudi tac hay gigi han caa ho
la gi.

Diéu dau long nhat 1a dic tin da gitp Abraham
gio dao 1én dé hién té dira con ma Chiia di ban
cho 6ng - va duc tin da ctu con trai dng khoi
céi chét khung khiép nhu vay - 1a bang ching
cho thay Chda vo cung tran trong su san long
cua chung ta khi trao cho Ngudi moi thir ma
chung ta tran quy. Piéu d6 ciing chitng minh
rang Chua s& khong bao gio yéu cau ching ta
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violates his commandments. And it shows that
God will always reward our efforts to obey
him.

Take this evidence with you today. You have,
by the Holy Spirit, even more powerful
evidence provided by Jesus, who is now “not
seen” but well worth believing in (Hebrews

NN
= « 11:1). Let it inspire you to place your trust in

lam diéu gi d6 vi pham cac diéu ran cua Nguoi.
Va diéu d6 cho thdy ring Chla s& ludn ban
thuang cho nhiing nd luc cia chung ta dé vang
l61 Nguoi.

Hay mang theo bang ching nay bén minh ngay
hém nay. Nho Chla Thanh Than, ban c6 bang
chiang tham chi con manh mé& hon do Chua
Giésu cung cap, ngudoi hién "khong thdy duoc”
nhung rat dang tin (Hr 11,1). Hay dé diéu d6

? him today, especially when things don’t go | truyén cam hing cho ban dé dat niém tin vao
& g ) e
% your way. Nguoi ngay hom nay, dac biét 1a khi moi thu
9 khong dién ra theo y ban.
&
) « “Jesus, help me to believe in you more deeply | Lay Chua Giésu, xin gilp con tin vao Chua sau
g today!” sac hon ngay hom nay!
%C% y gay y
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Thay oi, Thiy khdng thay chiing con sip chét sao? (Mark 4:38)

What a way to be woken up! Jesus had been
sound asleep in the back of the boat during a
dangerous storm—which says something about
how tired he was. But he opens his eyes and
sees the panicked faces of his friends as they
cry out in fear and wonder if he even cares
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%fj (‘ We can imagine Jesus sighing and saying to
& himself, After everything we’ve been through
$ R(‘ together, how can they not realize how much |
© love them?
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How much, indeed! Jesus loved the disciples
too much to allow them to be swamped in the
storm. Of course he wouldn’t let them drown!
That’s why he later asked them, “Why are you
terrified?” (Mark 4:40). Where was their faith?
They had lived with him and had seen the way
he took care of Peter’s mother-in-law (1:31).
They had witnessed him perform many other
miracles (1:34, 41-42; 2:11-12; 3:5). Jesus had
called them to be his closest followers and sent

("/Eﬁ

0\% @

@

That 1a mot cach dé dwoc danh thic! Chla
Giésu di ngu say & phia sau thuyén trong mot
con bdo nguy hiém — diéu nay noi 1én diéu gi
d6 vé sy mét moi cia Ngai. Nhung Ngai mo
mat ra va nhin thdy khudn mat hoang so cua
nhirmg nguoi ban khi ho hét 1én vi sg hdi va tu
hoi liéu Ngai c6 quan tim dén ho hay khéng.

Chung ta c6 thé tuong twong Chla Giésu tho
dai va ty nha: Sau tat ca nhitng gi ching ta da
cung nhau trai qua, lam sao ho lai khéng nhan
ra rang toi yéu ho biét bao?

Thuc sy la bao nhiéu! Chua Giésu qua yéu
thuong cac mon dé nén da dé cho ho bi cuén
vao con bio td. Tat nhién la Ngai s& khong dé
ho chét dudi! D6 1a 1y do tai sao sau d6 Ngai
hoi ho: “Tai sao anh em lai s¢ hai?” (Mc 4,40).
Puc tin cia ho ¢ dau? Ho di séng véi Ngai va
da thay cach Ngai chim soc me vo cua Phérd
(1,31). Ho da chung kién Ngai thuc hién nhiéu
phép la khac (1,34. 41-42; 2,11-12; 3,5). Chua
Giésu da kéu goi ho troé thanh nhitng mon dé
than can nhat cua Ngai va sai ho di bang chinh
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them out with his own authority (3:14). Yet
somehow, their faith still needed to grow.

Even so, Jesus’ love for them moved him to
act. He woke up from a sound sleep and
immediately calmed the storm that was
terrifying them.

Jesus loves you, too. He loves you too much to
abandon you. No matter what situation you
find yourself in, he will stay close to you. His
love for you will move him to act on your
behalf—maybe not as dramatically as he did
for his disciples, but he will act.

So if you’re in a storm and worried that Jesus
doesn’t care, go ahead and wake him up. Tell
him you’re frightened and confused. Be honest
about your fears. But also let him ask you the
question he asked the disciples: “Why are you
terrified?” (Mark 4:40). Let him show you all
the ways he has cared for you so that you can
trust him now. Let him remind you of his
faithfulness and power so that you can believe
that he will continue, in love, to watch over
you.

“Jesus, I believe you love me and have my life
firmly in hand.”

quyén cia Ngai (3,14). Tuy nhién, bang cach
nao do6, duc tin caa ho van can phai phat trien.

DU vay, tinh yéu thuong ciia Chua Giésu dbi
v6i ho da thoi thuc Ngai hanh dong. Ngai thac
day sau mot gidc ngu say va ngay lap tuc lam
diu di con bio dang khién ho kinh hai.

Chuta Giésu ciing yéu ban. Ngai yéu ban quéa
nhiéu dé c6 thé bo roi ban. DU ban ¢6 roi vao
hoan canh nao di chang nira, Ngai cling s€ &
gan ban. Tinh yéu caa Ngai danh cho ban s&
thoi thuc Ngai hanh dong vi ban - ¢6 thé khéng
kich liét nhu Ngai da lam véi cac mon dé€ cua
minh, nhung Ngai s€ hanh dong.

Vi vay, néu ban dang & trong con giéng bio va
lo lang rang Chua Giésu khong quan tam, hdy
tiép tuc danh thac Ngai. N6i véi Ngai rang ban
dang so hdi va bdi roi. Hay trung thuc vé ndi
so hdi cua ban. Nhung ciing hiy dé Ngai hoi
ban cdu hoi ma Ngai da hoi cac mon dé: “Tai
sao cac con lai khiép so?” (Mc 4,40). Hay dé
Ngai chi cho ban tat ca nhitng cach Ngai da
quan tim dén ban dé ban c6 thé tin twong Ngai
ngay bay gio. Hay dé Ngai nhic nhé ban veé sy
chung thuy va quyén ning ciia Ngai dé ban c6
thé tin rang Ngai s& tiép tuc doi theo ban trong
tinh yéu.

Lay Chta Giésu, con tin Chda yéu con va nam
chac mang song cua con.

) Nguén: the word among us
Chuyen ngir: Linh muc Phaold Vi Bac Thanh, SDD.
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