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%ﬁ‘ Pirc Chia cac dao binh sé dai mudn dan mot bira tiéc: tiéc thit béo, tiéc ruwgu ngon (Is 25,6) %%&‘
L=\
ER Have you ever looked forward to a special | Ban dé bao gio mong cho mét bira an dac biét %
@‘ meal? You were probably anticipating not just | chwa? C6 1€ ban khong chi mong cho do an ma ﬂ‘

the food but the company as well. Maybe you | con mong ché ca nhimg nguoi ban ddng hanh. | 9

Vi
g R« were getting together with some family | Co thé ban sé tu hop véi mot sb thanh vién gia %«
) members or friends whom you hadn’t seen for | dinh hoac ban bé ma ban da lau khong gap. %
[y a long time. Or maybe it was a meal with | Hodc co thé d6 1a mét bita &n v6i mot nguoi %
S « someone you know well, whom you see every | ma ban bict rd, ngudi ma ban gap hang ngay, g&‘
? day, like your spouse—someone you just love | nhu vo/chong caa ban - mot nguoi ma ban chi | &
X . L T AN %%i
e (‘ to spend time with. muon danh thoi gian bén canh. (‘
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Vi
%« That’s the kind of special meal Isaiah is | D6 l1a loai bira an dac biét ma Isaia dang nhéic %“
§€S referring to in today’s first reading. He’s | dén trong bai doc mét hom nay. Ong dang mo %Zi

& describing the heavenly banquet, where God | ta bira tiéc trén thién dang, noi Chua s& “huy Sé%g
= (‘ will “destroy death forever” and “wipe away | diét sy chét mai mai” va “lau khé nudéc mat % (‘
g the tears from all faces” (Isaiah 25:8). We will | khoi moi khuon mat” (Is 25,8). Ching ta s& @,3
?@%« be united to the Lord forever, “feasting” on his | dugc hiép nhat véi Chtia mai mai, “tiéc tung” %
)

?s& presence and his love. That’s something to | trong sy hién dién va tinh yéu cua Ngai. o la |
65 look forward to! diéu dang mong doi! %
£ 2]
% _ _ Tr.cAmg l\{lua yo_ng, chung taAmong chc‘yl Chua %
%si‘ During Advent, we look forward to the coming | Giésu dén thé gian va cugc song cua chung ta. %Ezi‘

7 of Jesus into our world and into our lives. But | Nhung chung ta cling mong cho bita tiéc trén | 2
5(‘ we also anticipate the heavenly feast that will | thién dang s& bat dau bang Lan Tai Lam cua %%
© begin with his Second Coming. We long for | Ngai. Chung ta mong cho dén lic ching ta s¢ |
% the time when we will celebrate with Jesus | dugc dn murng truc tiep vai Chua Giésg. That %
%$ face-to-face. What a glorious day that will be, | la mot ngay vinh quang khi ching ta cudi cung é;&‘

s when we finally see the One we have prayed | ciing dwoc nhin thay Dang ma chung ta da cau %
e (‘ to, worshipped, and sought our entire lives. nguyén, ton thd va tim kiém trong suét cuoc | I (‘
%g doi minh. 3
& &
© ( Ngay do6 c6 vé rat xa voi, nhung tin tot lanh 13 é&
= That day can seem so far away, but the good | ching ta c6 thé trai nghiém trudc bira tiéc d6 %
S (‘ news is that we can experience a foretaste of | ngay tai day trén tréivdét. Khi chung ta dén %tj (‘
é{’R that banquet here on earth. When we receive | nhan Bi tich Thadnh Thé, chiung ta dugc két hop %

« the Eucharist, we are joined to Jesus | véi Chla Giésu mot cach bi tich. “Burc man” ﬂ‘
9 sacramentally. The “veil” that separates us is | ngin cach chung ta bi pha hay (Is 25,7), va| &

destroyed (Isaiah 25:7), and we have | chung ta dugc hiép thong véi Ngai. Chang ta %é%(‘
communion with him. We receive the “rich | nhan dugc “thirc an phong phu va rugu hao ﬁgx
)
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food and choice wines” (25:6) that nourish us | hang” (25,6) nudi dudng chlng ta vé mat tinh
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spiritually until we can experience the

unimaginable richness of heaven.

We can’t all make it to daily Mass, but we can
all get a sense of the glory of heaven, this close
presence of Jesus, as we pray. So as you
approach Christmas, let your prayer stir your
longing for heaven. And the next time Jesus
spreads the Eucharistic feast for you, receive
him with joy! What better way to prepare for
Christmas—and for eternal life—than by
partaking of this heavenly food?

than cho dén khi chiing ta c6 thé trai nghiém su
giau c6 khong thé tuong tugng dugc cua thién
dang.

Khong phai tat ca chung ta déu c6 thé tham du
Thanh 1& hang ngay, nhung tat ca ching ta déu
c6 thé cam nhan duoc vinh quang cua thién
dang, sy hién dién gan giii caa Chla Giésu khi
ching ta cau nguyén. Vi vay, khi ban d&én gan
Giang sinh, hidy dé 10i cau nguyén cua ban
khoi day ndi khao khat thién dang. Va 1an téi
khi Chla Giésu bay to bira tiéc Thanh Thé cho
ban, hdy don nhan Ngai véi niém vui! Con
cach nao tt hon dé chuan bi cho Giang sinh -
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® va cho sy séng vinh ciru - hon 14 bang céch

&5« tham gia vao thic an thién dang nay? ég;%(‘
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Lay Chua, xin giup con khao khéat bira tiéc

’%Q “Lord, help me to long for the heavenly
thién dang dang cho doi con!

@
b hat awaits me!” &0
anquet that awaits me %ﬂ‘
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g Mt 15, 29-37 Matthew 15:29-37 g
= Ngudi cam lay 7 cai banh va ca (Mt 15,36) é@‘
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For generations, mothers and fathers have been | Trong nhiéu thé hé, cac 6ng bd ba me da moi

inviting their children to help with all kinds of
projects that the kids may not be fully capable
of doing. Whether it’s baking cookies or
painting a fence, young kids rarely have a
whole lot to add. If anything, they might end
up making a bit of a mess! But the beauty is

con cai minh giup d& trong moi loai du an ma
bon tré c6 thé khong di kha nang thuc hién.
Cho du d6 1a nuéng banh hay son hang rao, tré
nho hiém khi c6 nhiéu viéc dé 1am. Néu co bat
ctr diéu gi, ching c6 thé s& gay ra mot chit ric
réi! Nhung diéu hay la nhitng gi ching mang

i%i:\i‘

lai ludn 12 da vi cha me rat vui khi duoc lam
viéc cung con cai minh.

that what little they do bring is always enough
because the parents delight in working

s
o

@§ alongside their children. ‘ %
N (‘ Mac du lac dau ndé c6 vé khong lién quan, | < (‘
¢ nhung diéu nay khong khac xa véi nhiing gi | &
S g5 s . S
= (‘ While it might seem unrelated at first, this isn’t | dang dién ra trong bai Tin Mirng,hom nay. Mat g@‘
i far from what is going on in today’s Gospel. A | nhiém vu to 16n dat ra truéc mat Chda Giésu b

va cac mon dé: nudi séng hang ngan nguoi doi!
Nhung tat ca cac mon dé cua Ngai chi co bay

monumental task lies in front of Jesus and his
followers: feeding thousands of hungry people!
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EX But all his disciples had were seven loaves of | chiéc banh va mot it c&. Tuy nhién, tir sy dang c%
=N (‘ bread and a few fish. Yet from this small | hiecn nho bé nay, moi nguoi déu an no né. g&‘
y

Gidng nhu mot ngudi cha co thé bién nhiing
khuc go x¢é btra bai ctia con minh thanh mot céi
chuong chim, Chua thich lam viéc véi chung ta

offering, everyone ate their fill. Just as a father
can transform his child’s haphazardly cut
lumber into a birdhouse, God loves working
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with us and using whatever we offer to
accomplish something beyond our imagination.

Like the disciples, you may look at the
demands and responsibilities in your life and
ask the same question: “Do I have enough? Am
I enough?” You may wonder if you have
enough wisdom or energy to be the sort of
parent or spouse God is asking you to be. Or if
you’re talented enough to share the gospel with
others. But God is the best of all parents, and
he doesn’t require perfection. He simply asks
us to give him what we have, whatever
strength and energy we can muster, and let him
take care of the rest. He enjoys bringing us
alongside him and working together with us.
He “takes delight in his people” (Psalm 149:4)!

Sometimes it can be quicker and easier for
parents to do things themselves instead of
enlisting the help of their children. Likewise,
there surely are more efficient ways for God to
work in the world. And yet he chooses to work
with us—with you. Even if you “make a
mess,” he is ready and able to build something
beautiful with you. He delights in blessing you
and countless others as you offer your gifts to
him. Come with me! he calls. Let’s see what

va sir dung bat cu diéu gi ching ta dang hién
de hoan thanh diéu gi d6 ngoai suc tuong
tugng cua chang ta.

Gidng nhu cac mén dé, ban c6 thé nhin vao
nhiing yéu cau va trach nhiém trong cudc sdng
cua minh va dat cau hoi twong tu: “T6i c6 du
khong? Téi c6 du khéng?” Ban cd thé ty hoi
liéu minh c¢6 du khén ngoan va nghi luc dé tro
thanh bac cha me hodc nguoi phdi ngiu ma
Chua yéu cau ban tro thanh hay khéng. Hoic
néu ban du tai nang dé chia sé¢ Tin mung Vi
ngudi khac. Nhung Chaa 13 bac cha me tét
nhat va Ngai khong doi hoi su hoan hao. Ngai
chi don gian yéu cau chlng ta trao cho Ngai
nhitng gi chlng ta c6, bat ky sic manh va ning
lwgng nao ching ta c6 thé tap hop duoc, va dé
Ngai lo phan con lai. Ngai thich dwa chung ta
dén bén canh Ngai va lam viéc cuing véi ching
ta. Ngai “vui vé noi dan Ngai” (Tv 149,4)!

Poi khi cha me ¢ thé tu 1am moi viéc nhanh
hon va dé dang hon thay vi tranh thia su gilp
dd cia con cai. Twong ty nhu vy, chic chan
¢ nhiéu cach hiéu qua hon dé Chua lam viéc
trén thé gigi. Thé nhung Ngai lai chon lam viéc
véi ching ta - vai ban. Ngay ca khi ban “lam
loan”, Ngai van sin sang va cd thé cung ban
xay dung diéu gi do t6t dep. Ngai vui mung
ban phudc lanh cho ban va vo s6 nguoi khac
khi ban dang hién cho Ngai. Bén véi tal Ngai
goi. Hay xem nhiing gi ching ta c6 thé xay
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we can build today! dung ngay hom nay!
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65 “Thank you, Lord, that you enjoy my company. | Lay Chtia, con cdm on Chiia vi Chiia thich bau %{
S (‘ I give you all that I have today.” ban véi con. Con xin dang cho Chia tat ca | « (‘
e nhitng gi con c6 ngay hom nay. @
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i An: és
() ) Nguon: the word among us ﬂ‘
9 Chuyén ngir: Linh muc Phaolé Vii Bac Thanh, SDD. 9
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