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Lc 2, 36-40 Luke 2:36-40
Ba khong bao gio roi khéi den tho (Lc 2,37)

ﬂﬂQ

Mary and Joseph went to the Temple to fulfill
the rites of purification required in the Law of
Moses. There they had an unexpected
encounter with Anna, whom Luke calls a
prophetess. After she was widowed, she could
be found in the Temple worshipping “night and
day” and waiting for the redemption of God’s
people (Luke 2:37).

Anna kept this up until, when she was eighty-
four years old, she saw the child Jesus.
Imagine the joy she must have felt. After
decades of waiting and praying, she finally saw
the Redeemer!

How long have you waited to see a prayer
answered? Sometimes we have to wait years
and years to see God’s promises fulfilled. God
seems to remain silent, and time seems to pass
by without your being able to see anything
change. Maybe someone in your family is sick,
and you have been waiting for a healing
miracle. Maybe you have spent months looking
for a job, only to come up empty. Or maybe
you just want to have more patience, be more
merciful, or have greater love for your
neighbor. You have waited one week, Ssix
months, or ten years. It’s just too much, and

Maria va Giuse da dén Dén tho dé thuc hién
nghi 12 thanh tay theo Luat phap cua Moisen.
O d6, ho dd c6 mot cudc gap gd bat ngd véi
Anna, nguoi ma Luca goi la mot nix tién tri.
Sau khi ba tro thanh goéa phuy, ba c6 thé dugc
tim thay trong Pén tho thd phuong "ngay va
dém" va cho doi su ciu chuoc caa dan Chaa
(Lc 2,37).

Anna tiép tuc nhu vdy cho dén khi ba tam
muoi bon tudi, ba nhin thdy Chla Giésu hai
dong. Hay tuong twong niém vui ma ba han da
cam thay. Sau nhiéu thap ky cho doi va cau
nguyén, cudi cung ba da nhin thidy Pang Cuau
Chuoc!

Ban di cho doi bao lau dé thay 1oi cau nguyén
dugc déap lai? Doi khi chung ta phai cho doi
nhiéu nim dé thay loi hita ciia Chtia dugc ung
nghiém. Chiia duong nhu van im ling, va thoi
gian tréi qua ma ban khong thé thiy bat cir
diéu gi thay doi. C6 thé mot ai do trong gia
dinh ban bi bénh, va ban da chd doi méot phép
la chita lanh. C6 thé ban da danh nhiéu thang
dé tim viéc lam, nhung roi lai chang cd két
qua. Hoac cd thé ban chi mudn kién nhan hon,
thuong x6t hon hodc yéu thuong nguoi 1an can
nhiéu hon. Ban di cho doi mot tuan, sau thang
hodc muoi nam. Qué nhiéu rdi, va ban bat dau
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s But Anna shows us the key for waiting | Nhung Anna cho ching ta thay bi quyét dé cho %ﬁ
S (‘ peacefully and letting God’s plan play out: she | doi trong binh an va d€ ke hoach cua Chla | & (‘
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Mot cach dé ban c6 thé “dén Bén tho” nhu
Anna da lam la tham dy Thénh I& hodc dén
Chau Thanh Thé khi c6 thé. Nhung ban ciing
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One way you can “go to the Temple” as Anna
did is by attending Mass or going to Adoration
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when it is available. But you can also “go to
the Temple” any time you pray. There, in
“your inner room,” as you “close the door, and
pray to your Father” (Matthew 6:6), you can
come closer to Jesus, who gives you his grace
to trust in him.

So today and every day, “go to the Temple.”
Come into the presence of God with an
expectant heart. He is always available to you.
He always hears your cries for help. And
though he may answer in unexpected ways, his
arms are always open wide. He is always ready
to give you his love and peace. As you follow
Anna’s example, you will become more alert to
the signs of God’s faithfulness in your life, and
that will empower you to hold on to hope even
as you wait.

“Lord, help me to wait with expectant faith! ”

c6 thé “dén Dén tho” bat ca lic nao ban cau
nguyén. O do, trong “phong riéng cua ban”,
khi ban “déng cira lai va cau nguyén véi Cha
cua ban” (Mt 6,6), ban c6 thé dén gan Chla
Giésu hon, Ngai ban cho ban an sung dé tin
tuong vao Ngai.

Vi vay, hdm nay va mdi ngay, hiy “dén Dén
tho™. Hay dén vai su hién dién caa Chla véi
mot tim hdn mong doi. Ngai ludn sin sang cho
ban. Ngai ludn ling nghe tiéng kéu ctu cua
ban. Va mac du Ngai c6 thé tra loi theo nhiing
cach khéng ngo tdi, nhung vong tay cua Ngai
lubn rong mé. Ngai lubn san sang ban cho ban
tinh yéu va su binh an caa Ngai. Khi ban noi
theo guong Anna, ban s€ tré nén canh giac hon
v6i nhitng dau hiéu vé long trung thanh cua
Chua trong cudc séng cua ban, va diéu d6 sé
trao quyén cho ban dé giir virng hy vong ngay
ca khi ban cho doi.

Lay Chua, xin gitp con cho doi véi dic tin day
hy vong!

] Nguén: the word among us
Chuyeén ngir: Linh muc Phaol6é Vi bac Thanh, SDD.
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